Planning Your Marriage

at

Saint Michael Catholic Church

Worthington, Ohio

This document was written to help you celebrate

your wedding at St. Michael Church in the context of the

Catholic Faith. The clergy, staff and volunteers are here to

assist you in the preparation of a significant event in your lives.

The contents of the pages reflect the thought and experience

of those who have planned and participated in

weddings over several decades.

Please read the contents carefully. 
We hope that your wedding

will be a memorable religious event 
and that your married life will be long and loving. 
May the Lord bless you as you enter into 
this holy Sacrament of Matrimony.
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CELEBRATING YOUR MARRIAGE

St. Michael Church, Worthington, Ohio

Diocese of Columbus, Ohio

Introduction

The Celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony is a special moment in the life of the Catholic Church.  The whole Catholic Community rejoices in a special way whenever a bride and groom commit themselves in faith and love to each other for life. This sacred commitment of family is founded in God’s Love for His beloved children, and it reflects Christ’s love for the Church. 


The following policies and regulations have been prepared so that all couples wishing to plan a wedding at St. Michael Church may do so in conformity with God’s Commandments and the Church’s Doctrine of marriage.
Initial Planning

Your wedding is a part of the faith life of our parish, so the Church Universal requires that you be participating, active members of St. Michaels. Only registered and fully participating members of St. Michaels, or their children, may request to celebrate their wedding here. Newly registered Parishioners, wishing to marry, must wait 6 months before a wedding date can be given. During this time they must be both active and participating in the life of this Church.

The Pastoral Minister will guide you through our preparation process. It is designed to help you and us assess your readiness for marriage. 

The preparation process includes: 





Signature of a Mutual Agreement.


Completion of Focus Survey.
Pre-Marriage counseling with the priest or deacon. 

Attending other parish-mandated classes: Pre-Cana, Theology of the Body and Natural Family Planning.
Obtaining all appropriate documents:
· Both Baptismal certificates issued in the last 6 months
· Declaration of Nullity (if Prior Marriages)

· Certificates for completing Pre-Cana, Theology of the Body and Natural Family Planning.
· Dispensation for a Mixed Marriage (if applicable)

· Delegation Letter (if marriage is to take place outside our parish. Marriage License (Bring to Wedding Rehearsal)

Payment of Fees

Booking Wedding Date 

Due to the large number of weddings at the parish, it is advisable to begin preparation as early as possible in order to ensure that you will be able to be married on your desired date and time. Reserving the church a year in advance is wise. Because other events are scheduled in the church, wedding times may be restricted on certain dates. Couples must make arrangements for their wedding by contacting the Pastoral Minister at least six months in advance. No weddings will be scheduled with less than 6 months notice except with special permission of the pastor.  You must understand that your dates become definitive ONLY if you complete all the above preparation and documents!
Celebrant

The parish priest or deacon who has assisted in your preparation for marriage will officiate at your marriage ceremony. Priests or deacons who are relatives are welcome to assist at the ceremony as long as we are notified in the first meeting; and if it is approved by the pastor. If you wish a visiting priest or Deacon of your choice to assist at your Ceremony, we will need to be notified of this in the first meeting. We will need a letter(a Celebret) of good standing from his Diocese and a letter from him guaranteeing that he will assist, and that all promise to abide by these policies of St. Michael Church.  
Rehearsal and Wedding Times


Weddings are scheduled on most Saturdays during the year but other days are possible; Example: Fridays, but not Sundays. Ordinarily, weddings are not scheduled during Lent or on Holy Days. Times for weddings are 11:00am or 1:00pm. These times are fixed and non-negotiable. Rehearsals are normally scheduled for Friday, or the eve of the wedding, and are scheduled between 5:00pm and 7:00pm. The rehearsal time should be scheduled when your wedding is scheduled.  For rehearsal use the east doors for church access. There is to be no last minute deviation of the time of your wedding or rehearsal. Any such attempt risks cancellation of your wedding. 
St. Michael Church will not schedule more than one wedding on the same day.

Planning the liturgy of marriage
The Sacrament of Marriage usually takes place in one of two contexts: within the Sacrifice of the Mass (when bride and groom are both Catholic), or outside of Mass (when one party is non-Catholic).
The couple will meet with the priest or deacon to plan their wedding. They will select the readings, prayers and vows from the Marriage Booklet for their wedding.  
As with all liturgical celebrations, the full and active participation of those present is desirable, so relatives and friends of the couple may be invited to participate in the liturgy as readers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, or servers, IF they are currently Church-Certified in the Ministry they are asked to perform. The liturgy must be conducted with reverent faith, carried out with the grace, taste and dignity befitting a liturgy of the Catholic Church.  Christ is the host at your Wedding in Church. You can be the hosts at the Reception.
Parish Music Director
The parish music director is prepared to provide music or you may select other musicians and vocalists with the approval of the parish music director. The organist will meet with you to select the musical pieces for the wedding in accordance with the document, “Diocesan Guidelines for Wedding Music.” Sacred music is selected for the wedding, while popular music or music from the theater may be appropriate for the wedding reception.

Flowers
Flowers and other decorations for the wedding are selected and purchased by the couple. With this set of policies is a list of regulations for the florist. Please see that the florist is given this list. The florist is expected to work with the Ladies in Waiting.
No decorations may be placed on the altar or directly in front of the altar. Flowers should remain in the church after the ceremony. Those flowers will not only enhance our sanctuary for the weekend liturgies but will also serve to share your Celebration with the whole Community. Flowers should be real, and not silk.
Your Personal Preparation for Marriage

Remember you are the Ministers of this Sacrament, while the Priest, or Deacon, are official Church witnesses. As Ministers you must prepare yourselves diligently. This includes not only the preparation outlined by the Church, but also the Sacrament of Confession, so that your souls are appropriately prepared.  It must be clear to all that you both are making a free choice to commit yourselves to each other for life. Therefore everything that would jeopardize that full and free choice must be avoided.
Situations that Jeopardize Your Marriage Vows 

and Your Wedding at St. Michael Church 


Cohabiting Couples -- Living in sin before marriage does not honor God, nor does it demonstrate your respect for Christ, His Church, His Gospel, this   Sacrament or yourselves. It is a mortal sin. It denigrates the sacred nature of the marriage vocation and covenant. It lessens in many profound ways a couples’ full and free choice, so necessary for the Sacrament. Cohabiting Catholics mock the Faith for the world to see. 

Pre-marital Pregnancy -- When a couple with a pregnancy requests Marriage, two questions are raised. Are they marrying because of the child?  Are they rushing into Marriage?  This must be brought immediately to the attention of the Deacon or Priest in order to determine if they are making a mature decision to Marry. 
Non-Practicing Catholics -- The request to be married by the Church means that the couple agrees to be fully participating members of the Church, as Christ intended.  Those who are not, should not present themselves to the Church for this Sacrament. Catholics are required to attend Mass on Sunday, and to support their church with their Time, Talent and Treasure.
Prior Marriage -- Anyone, either Catholic or non-Catholic, who has been married before, must obtain an annulment before being married in the Catholic Church. If either person has been married before, they MUST inform the Pastoral Minister immediately at the initial planning meeting. No date can, or will, be set for their wedding until their freedom to marry has been established by the Church’s Decree of Annulment.  NO EXCEPTIONS.
Other details

The dressing room for the bride and her attendants is located in the basement of Marian Hall and is available upon request. It is open two hours before the wedding. The wedding party is responsible for removing all belongings, decorations etc., from the church and the bride’s dressing room. The church is not responsible for the loss of items belonging to the wedding party. 


For safety reasons, the use of candelabra, lamps and floral displays with candles is prohibited, as is the use of an aisle cloth or the strewing of flower petals.

Out of courtesy for your guests and out of respect for the sacred space and service schedule of the church, guest books and receiving lines are appropriate at the reception but not at the church

Please inform guests that the throwing of rice and/or bird seed is prohibited inside or outside the church. Balloons must remain outside. Please do not leave any litter in the church or on the grounds.

No alcoholic beverages, or food, are to be brought to the Church, neither at the rehearsal, nor the wedding.

With this set of policies is a list of regulations for the photographer. Pictures taken before should be timed to clear the church for the arrival of guests one half hour before wedding time. The 11:00am ceremony has until 1:00pm. to finish in the church. The 2:00pm wedding has until 4:00pm. The Parish celebration of Penance is scheduled at 4:00pm. Tell your party that they all need to be here at the Church, and ready by the time of the rehearsal.


The Parish coordinators and volunteers are a courtesy of the parish family:

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS:

PARISH OFFICE: 885-7814 Sheri Rogers ext #105
ORGANIST: Ron Barrett: 775-0618

LADIES IN WAITING: Rose Poleway: 888-2258 

Stipends And Fees
A) Sacraments: are provided at no cost, but our facilities cost a great deal. People come here expecting this Church and its facilities to be here. However, all of this exists ONLY because other people have given. Our Church is large and the cost to heat it, cool it, light it, clean it and maintain it is very high. Other costs include candles, Holy cloths, banners, Vestments, Sacred utensils, books, missals, organ, piano, electricity, Staff time, processing, office machinery, forms, mailings, Clerical costs, counseling, etc… Those who ask to use these facilities must expect to help pay for them. Still our fees are below other Churches, and are only the smallest portion of the true costs of these facilities.

B) Stipends: The minister of the ceremony will be paid a stipend of a minimum of $200. This must be paid on or before the wedding rehearsal. In addition, each altar server is to be given a stipend of at least $10. 


C) Music: The organist will be able to provide an appropriate schedule of fees for the musicians and vocalists.


C) Church fees: 

Active Registered Members
   $400   

NON-ACTIVE persons

   $1200  

These fees are payable as follows:

Half of the Church fee is due at the second meeting with the Pastoral Minister. The rest is due 3 months before your wedding date; otherwise your date may be lost.
Who are Active, Registered Parishioners:
· They have registered in our parish for at least 6 months before attempting to schedule their marriage.

· Someone whose contribution record indicates attendance and accountable, financial support of this Church; that is the use of Church envelopes, check or electronic contribution.
All of the above criteria must be met to be an active parishioner.

Who are NON-ACTIVE persons:
· Anyone whose contribution record has not indicated responsible, financial support of St. Michael, nor faithful attendance at Sunday Mass every weekend.

  

If someone refuses to support their Church and attend Sunday Mass, they make themselves NON-ACTIVE.
Registration and Participation levels will be verified. 
St. Michael Church does not schedule non-member weddings.

FLORIST
Welcome to St Michael Church. Please note the following regulations.

Floral arrangements, usually two, may be placed on the side of the altar steps, or on the sanctuary floor near the altar. They must not obstruct movement during the wedding. They customarily remain for the week-end Masses. Flowers should be real and not silk.
Low-growing plants or flowers may be placed in front of the ambo (pulpit). 


Pew decorations may be greenery, flowers, bows, etc. These may be attached by ties, rubber bands, pipe cleaners. Do not use tape, tacks, glue, nails or anything that might .cause damage to the wood. 

Bows and/or greenery may be used on the railings at the High Street doors, attached in a way that does no harm and so that they may be easily removed.


All pew decorations and other adornments, must be removed before the wedding party departs the premises; except the flowers at the Altar and Ambo.
Prohibited are:

Unity candle

Candelabra

Floral decorations with candles

Trees (live or artificial)

Sculpture

Pillars

Aisle cloth

Flower petals

If a determined time of delivery at the church is set, the Ladies in Waiting will be available to assist. Do check with them before planning any arrangements other than those for the altar steps. We have found that blues, purples, and dark reds do not show up against the marble pillars.  You can get their name and phone from the bride and groom
Failure to abide by these regulations will result in your not being invited back for future weddings.

NOTES

PHOTOGRAPHER AND/OR VIDEOGRAPHER
You are welcome as a guest of our parish. Please note the following regulations.

Photos may be taken only before or after the ceremony on the Altar steps and/or on the steps leading to the sanctuary floor, i.e. the green Vermont slate steps beyond the communion step.

During the ceremony, no flash photos may be taken. The photographer may not venture beyond the first sanctuary step and then only to the side, so as not to obstruct the congregation’s participation. Be sure no wires or equipment pose obstructions.

  

The choir loft is off limits. No photos or videos may be taken from the choir loft.  The doorway of the south sacristy presents an optimal view.

Absolutely no church furnishings are to be moved at any time.


It is imperative that photo sessions are completed by 1:00pm following an 11:00am wedding and 3:00pm following a 1:00pm wedding. Other church services are scheduled following most weddings. 

Please check in with our Ladies in Waiting. They will be helpful in showing you your boundaries and best viewing areas.

Please remember that this is a church. No loud talking or noise is appropriate or allowed.

Failure to abide by these regulations will result in your not being invited back for future weddings.

NOTES

LADIES IN WAITING
Dear Bride and Groom,

   We have named ourselves “The Ladies-in-Waiting”. We are volunteers from the parish family. There will be two of us at your rehearsal and your wedding. Our main function is to help you in any way that ensures that your wedding day goes as smoothly as possible so that the wedding party is relaxed and happy. We want to help in any way we can to enhance your Sacrament of Matrimony.

     It is your responsibility to call one of the ladies in waiting with any questions you may have.  We will ask you the details of your wedding that we will need to know. Feel free to ask us any question that you may have.

Dee Allen  888-2258

Pat Anderson 846-2524

Kathy Edwards  888-6974

Sharon Fricke  891-6184

Gayle Gottieb  436-5095

Diane Kranz(740) 548-6313

Mickey Lennon  846-3987 

Sara Makin 436-1013

Mary McClung  885-1205

Eleanor Morris  888-3434

Helen O’Connor  885-5706

Rose Poleway  888-2258

Carol Schultz 888-6195

Mary Jo Sobieski 431-9122

    At the rehearsal we will help your celebrant. We will also show you your dressing areas. Ask us any questions you have.


On your wedding day we will come to the church at an agreed upon time to help with your dressing, guiding the florist and photographer, pinning corsages, boutonnieres – just generally helping where we are needed or wanted.

The organist, vocalists, musicians and we volunteers ask that you seriously consider this point of etiquette. Your ceremony actually starts when the organist and vocalist begin to present the music you have chosen so carefully. Parents and the immediate family members may feel they must greet guests as they arrive in the vestibule. This not only causes a traffic jam, it holds up the ceremony and causes increased noise levels. The distraction and noise drowns out the music, disrupts the musicians and diminishes your ceremony. Please consider this and direct your volunteers to control this situation by keeping things moving, and discouraging noise and conversation. Have your parents not stand near the entrance doors. Remember your guests are coming to witness your marriage vows and they all want to talk about how beautiful everything was after the event at the reception.

      The ushers should be in place 30 minutes before the ceremony. We will watch the time and have the bride and her ladies in place as the time approaches. After the grandmothers, then the mothers should be seated 5 minutes before the hour – one of us will be in the vestibule to oversee the usher’s seating. 

To the music you have specially chosen the groom’s mother is escorted in with the groom’s father following, and seated. The bride’s mother is next to be escorted in. When both mothers are seated the ceremony can begin. The groomsmen will form and march in. Children in the wedding party should be at least 5 years old and thoroughly prepared. Stage-fright so often occurs and detracts from the ceremony. Identify your Readers and ask that they bring their readings with them to the rehearsal, where we will let them practice with the microphone. Be sure they have your choices for their readings in ample time for them to become familiar with the Scriptures. 

We will do our very best to see that your wedding is THE BEST beginning of your blessed life together. Relax, smile – The Ladies-in-Waiting are here!

If you have any questions about any arrangements, do feel free to call.

NO-NO LIST

1. No Mass for non-practicing and non-member Catholics.

2. No food or drink in the church proper. No alcohol is permitted on the property—no exceptions. 

3. No chewing gum, candy, chewing tobacco, or smoking materials at the rehearsal or wedding.

4. No releasing people from the pews and no guest book here. 
5. No aisle cloth.

6. No secular music.

7. No flash bulbs during the ceremony.

8. No floral arrangements should be planned until the florist has read our Directions,Pg 7 and has talked with our Ladies in Waiting. Telephone
9. No decorations are to be left after the ceremony; except the altar and ambo flowers.
10. No birdseed or rice may be used in or around the church. Balloons are to be kept outside.

11. All Photographers must have been handed our Directions,Pg 9 and have talked with the Ladies in Waiting. 
12. Apparel of those participating in the wedding party should be modest and appropriate to a religious ceremony.

13. No unity candle.

14. No ring bearer or flower girl under five years of age.






This agreement is between St. Michael Church and 

____________________________________________________________.
(Name of Bride and Groom)

St. Michael Church will prepare the couple for marriage as outlined in this document, “Planning Your Marriage at St. Michael Church.” The church will provide minister(s) for the ceremony and allow the use of church facilities by the wedding party.


In consideration of celebrating their marriage at St. Michael Church, the couple named above agrees to the following:

1. A $400 (or $1200 for the non-active) non-returnable payment to reserve our church facilities. The stipend for the priest and servers is to be paid on the Rehearsal night before the wedding. You must also bring the Marriage License of the State of Ohio.  

2. The couple agrees to abide by all policies outlined in this document, “Planning Your Marriage at St. Michael Church.”
3. The couple agrees that their rehearsal and wedding will begin promptly at the scheduled times; or risk cancellation of their wedding.
4. The wedding party will vacate the church at the time prescribed.

5. No member of the wedding party will bring alcoholic beverages or illegal substances on church grounds.

6. Violation of our wedding policies may result in the cancellation of your wedding.

7. Violation of the alcohol and substance abuse policy will result in cancellation of your wedding, and the summoning of the police.
8. I sign this agreement as a promise to abide by all of God’s laws concerning Marriage and the Church (see back), and to follow the regulations laid forth in this Agreement.

​​​

Bride


Groom

Pastoral Minister








Yes
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Commandments from the Bible and the Catechism of the Catholic Church


Regarding Marriage and the Church








“On the Seventh Day God rested, making it a Holy Day, …ever to be observed for all time.”





“Because God Rested on the 7th day it is for all time a Day dedicated to Him and Holy… and you must keep Holy the Lord’s Day.”








NUMBERED PARAGRAPHS BELOW FROM THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH





1269        Having become a member of the Church, the person baptized belongs no longer to himself, but to 


                him who died and rose for us.� HYPERLINK "http://www.kofc.org/publications/cis/catechism/getnote.cfm?ParNum=1269&FNoteNum=76" � � From now on, he is called to be subject to others, to serve them in 


                the communion of the Church, and to "obey and submit" to the Church's leaders,� HYPERLINK "http://www.kofc.org/publications/cis/catechism/getnote.cfm?ParNum=1269&FNoteNum=77" � � holding them in 


                respect and affection.� HYPERLINK "http://www.kofc.org/publications/cis/catechism/getnote.cfm?ParNum=1269&FNoteNum=78" � �





1457-58


According to the Church's command, "after having attained the age of discretion, each of the faithful is bound by an obligation faithfully to confess serious sins at least once a year."� HYPERLINK "http://www.usccb.org/catechism/text/pt2sect2chpt2.htm" \l "56#56" �� Anyone who is aware of having committed a mortal sin must not receive Holy Communion, even if he experiences deep contrition, without having first received sacramental absolution, unless he has a grave reason for receiving Communion and there is no possibility of going to confession. Children must go to the sacrament of Penance before receiving Holy Communion for the first time. 


                  Absolution takes away sin, but it does not remedy all the disorders sin has caused. Raised up         


                from sin, the sinner must still recover his full spiritual health by doing something more to make 


                amends for the sin: he must "make satisfaction for" or "expiate" his sins. This satisfaction is also 


                called "penance." 


1472 


To understand this doctrine and practice of the Church, it is necessary to understand that sin has a double consequence. Grave sin deprives us of communion with God and therefore makes us incapable of eternal life, the privation of which is called the "eternal punishment" of sin. On the other hand every sin, even venial, entails an unhealthy attachment to creatures, which must be purified either here on earth, or after death in the state called Purgatory.





� HYPERLINK "javascript:OpenPopupWindow(%22%3cp%3e%3cA%20HREF=" \l " onclick=window.opener.SetPage(\\"pt3sect1chpt3art3.htm#2042\\")>2042</a></p><p><A HREF=# onclick=window.opener.SetPage(\\"pt4sect2art3.htm#2837\\")>2837</a></p>")" �1389� 


The Church obliges the faithful to take part in the Divine Liturgy on Sundays and feast days and, prepared by the sacrament of Reconciliation, to receive the Eucharist at least once a year, if possible during the Easter season. But the Church strongly encourages the faithful to receive the holy Eucharist on Sundays and feast days, or more often still, even daily.


2192 


                "Sunday . . . is to be observed as the foremost holy day of obligation in the universal Church,”


               "On Sundays and other holy days of obligation the faithful are bound to  participate in the  Mass"


� HYPERLINK "javascript:OpenPopupWindow(%22%3cp%3e%3cA%20HREF=" \l " onclick=window.opener.SetPage(\\"pt3sect2chpt1art3.htm#2177\\")>2177</a></p><p><A HREF=# onclick=window.opener.SetPage(\\"pt2sect2chpt1art3.htm#1387\\")>1387</a></p><p><A HREF=# onclick=window.opener.SetPage(\\"pt2sect2chpt2.htm#1438\\")>1438</a></p><p><A HREF=# onclick=window.opener.SetPage(\\"pt2sect2chpt1art3.htm#1351\\")>1351</a></p>")" �2043� 


The fifth precept ("You shall help to provide for the needs of the Church") means that the faithful are obliged to assist with the material needs of the Church, each according to his own ability. 


1638 


               "From a valid marriage arises a bond between the spouses which by its very nature is perpetual and 


               exclusive.





The above mean that both the non-Catholic and the Catholic requesting the Sacrament of Marriage MUST know that the Catholic in order to receive this Sacrament is making a sacred oath: that they will come to Mass on Sundays, participate and support their Catholic Church (financially) and raise their children in the Catholic Faith.  These are the conditions of the Sacrament. Therefore any Catholic, who does not intend to make these promises, or any non-Catholic who intends to impede  them CANNOT present themselves to the Church to receive this Sacrament.
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