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.® ADORATION CHAPEL

©  There is no better way to spend an hour of your week
o] than in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Consider
@: signing up for Adoration. Our Adoration Chapel offers
Eucharistic Exposition each Tuesday from 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. and
from 5:00 a.m. Wednesdays until 9:00 p.m. on Friday evening.
Adoration is available at all other times with the Blessed Sacrament
reposed in the tabernacle. Registration is easy to do from your phone.
Visit StMichael.WeAdoreHim.com to sign up or use the QR code.

MASS INTENTIONS

Mass Intentions are currently available to schedule for
2024 & 2025. If you would like to remember a loved
® one in this way, please scan the QR code to order and
pay online or visit the Parish Office. One should never
forget the infinite graces that flow from the Sacrifice of the Mass which
benefit one’s soul, both for the living and the deceased.

LOW-GLUTEN HOST

If you are in need of a low-gluten host, please scan this QR
code for full details.

NEW MEMBERS

Registering in a parish is a declaration of your desire

to be part of a Catholic community and a commitment

to the life of the parish family. We are often asked to
provide affidavits for parishioner standing. We can only do this if a
person is a registered, active, and contributing member in our parish.
You can register by scanning the QR code above or by visiting our
website at www.saintmichael-cd.org.

BULLETIN DEADLINE

To submit a bulletin request, the request must be made no later than
12:00 p.m., Monday. Send bulletin requests to rlund@saintmichael-
cd.org with “BULLETIN REQUEST" in the subject line with all details
and contact person for questions. Early submission deadlines may
be required surrounding holidays. All bulletin requests are subject to
approval.

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY

St. Michael’'s Homebound Minstry is available to bring the Eucharist
to the homebound. If you or a loved one within St. Michael Parish
boundaries would like someone to bring the Eucharist to you, please
reach out to Sr. Riya Mary to coordinate. She can be reached by calling
the Parish Office or by emailing srriya@stmichael-cd.org.

ONLINE GIVING
St. Michael offers online giving as a convenient tool for
you to use. Scan the QR code to learn more or to set up
online contributions.




SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT - DECEMBER 8, 2024

DAILY MASS INTENTIONS PARISH CALENDAR - DECEMBER
Saturday, December 7 SUNDAY, SVDP Giving Trees (MH)
4:00 p.m. Special Intention of Avery & Tanner Hays December8 | Boy Scout Wreath Distribution (MH)
(The McNamara Family) 9:00 a.m. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (A)

9:00 a.m. OCIA(UMR)

Sunday, December 8
2:00 p.m. Seasons of Hope (UMR)

8:30 a.m. Special Intention of Sr. Mary Regina, O.P.

10:30 a.m. + Theresa & Grace Deibel 2:00 p.m. Baptism (C)
(Steve & Mary Deibel) 3:00 p.m. M'lddle School Youth Group (G)
12:30 p.m. For the Living & Deceased Members 6:00 p.m. High School Youth Group (G)
of our Parish Monday, Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
5:00 p.m. Special Intention of Ron Stanko December9 | Parish Office Closed
(Karen & Lou Griffith) Masses at 6:30 a.m., 8:15a.m., 12:00 p.m.,
Monday, December 9 5:30 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.

6:30 a.m. + David Buoni

Tuesday, Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
8:15am. + Walter Downey Decem‘l;er 10 [ 11:30a.m. Li\f)e Wires Christmas Luncheon (MH)
12:00 p.m. + Beverly Cremeans 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice (C)
(Den John & Mary Crerand)
5:30 p.m. + Fr. John Byrne Wednesday, | Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
7:00 p.m. + Jack Horvath (The Smullen Family) December 11 | 6:00 p.m. Mass followed by Holy Hour & Confessions (C)
Tuesday, December 10 7:30 p.m. OCIA (UMR)
6:30 a.m. + Lee Williams (Jimenez Family) Thursday, Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
8:15 a.m. + John & Frank Debitetto December 12 | 5:30 p.m. Melchizedek Project (C)
Wednesday, December 11 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts (U)
6:30 a.m. + Pilar Requena & Julio Requena 6:00 p.m. Respect Life Ministry Meeting (UMR)
(The Caso Family) Friday, Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
SIS IO et . December 13 | 9:00 a.m. Mom's Day Out (UMR)
6:00 p.m. + Richard Lumpe (Fr. Michael Lumpe) 700 p.m. Opus Dei (C)

Thursday, December 12
6:30 a.m. + Joseph DelTedesco (The Jimenez Family)
8:15 a.m. + Juan Jimenez (Lily Ferguson)
7:00 p.m. + Paul Grossman (Pam Grossman)

Saturday, SVDP Giving Trees (MH)

December 14 | 6:45a.m. Men's Faith & Fellowship (UMR)

8:00 a.m. Opus Dei Recollections (UMR)

8:00 a.m. Carmelite Secular Order Ceremony (LMR)

ool . 9:00 a.m. Baptism (C)
e, Holy Souls i Figeiony . 9:00 a.m. SVDP Sponsor a Family (MH)
8:15 a.m. + Joan Brown (The Brown Family) 2:30 p.m. Confessions (C)
Saturday, December 14 SVDP Giving Trees after Vigil Mass (MH)
6:30 a.m. + Deceased Members of the Dittoe Family —
(Mike & Jane Leeuw) SUNDAY, SVDP Giving Trees(MH') ‘
8:15 a.m. + Louis Jettinghoff (Kevin & Lisa Barlage) December 15 | Boy Scout Wreath D_'St”bu“(m(MH)
4:00 p.m. + Jody Munhall 9:00 a.m. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (A)
9:00 a.m. OCIA(UMR)
Sunday, December 15 : .
8:30 Edwin de Ch Emelita L 2:00 p.m. Baptism (C)
10:30 :'2' I Mav;lig]n [?enlii\g/;eezr( melita Lucero) 2:00 p.m. Christmas Decoration (Outdoors)
(Den John & Mary Crerand) 6:00 p.m. High school Youth Group (G)
12:30 p.m. + Bill Costello To view Parish Masses & Ministry Activities in advance,please view our Parish
5:00 p.m. For the Living & Deceased Members Calendar online by visiting: www.saintmichael-cd.org/about-us/calendar/
of our Parish (U) = Undercroft/Cafeteria, (S) = School, (C) = Church, (G) = Gym, (MH) =

Marian Hall, (SL) = School Library, (UMR) = Meeting room on the first floor
of the Parish Ministry Center, (LMR) = Meeting room in the basement of the

Parish Ministry Center, (AC) = Adoration Chapel, (A) = Atrium

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
DECEMBER 1, 2024

Envelopes ... $  13,159.50 i BAPTISMS
Online GiVING .eeeovieriiiiicniiiicec $ 14,067.00 =2> CONGRATULATIONS ON THE BAPTISMS OF @
TOTALE e veerevereeeeeeeeseeeeseeeeseeessemeseeeeseeeseees $ 27,226.50 e NOAH & ELIJAH MERTZ =




FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Parishioners of St. Michael the Archangel,
Praised be Jesus Christ!
A few important notes to share with you:

-As the Immaculate Conception is celebrated on December 8th and this year the date is a Sunday, the
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary is transferred to Monday the 9th and
in the Diocese of Columbus it is celebrated as a Holy Day of Obligation. All Masses for the Immaculate
Conception will be celebrated on the day of Monday the 9th. Extra Masses have been offered for the
benefit of the faithful.

-Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has asked everyone in the Americas to pray with great fervor for the Church
in Nicaragua. Very much like the United States of America, the Church in Nicaragua is very devoted to the
Blessed Virgin Mary and in fact like the USA, it is also dedicated to Mary under the title of the Immaculate
Conception. The Immaculata is the Patroness of both the United States of America and Nicaragua.

Over the past several years the government in Nicaragua has engaged in an active persecution of the
Church exiling a number of the bishops, imprisoning many bishops and priests, closing multiple Catholic
parishes, Catholic schools, Catholic hospitals, and Catholic universities. Numerous religious apostolates
meant to care for the poor, the homeless, the abandoned have all been forcibly closed. The government
of Nicaragua has forcibly removed countless numbers of priests, brothers, and sisters from the country and
even forced the Missionaries of Charity sisters to walk on foot as they were being forced to the border of
the country at gunpoint by the military. The people of Nicaragua are experiencing an incredible scourge.

The Holy Father has asked that as we celebrate the Immaculate Conception of the Holy Virgin Mary, we
beg Our Lady to intercede to Jesus for the sake of the faithful in Nicaragua.

-This week will bring us another opportunity to pray and give thanks to the Lord as we celebrate the Feast
of Our Lady of Guadalupe on the 12th. Our Lady’s apparition to St. Juan Diego began an incredible wave
of conversions to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and a great flourishing of the Church in Mexico and then
throughout the Americas. Given the details of Our Lady’s appearance as the pregnant Virgin Queen, the
image of Our Lady of Guadalupe has become the popular image of the Pro-Life movement within the
Church.

Finally, I have to draw attention to the rather incredible number of the faithful who attend Holy Mass at
St. Michael. The numbers of the faithful at the 6:30 and 8:15 a.m. Masses is very edifying. The vast
numbers of the faithful who come for the Holy Mass in celebration of the Lord’s Day is truly remarkable
and, | dare to say, encouraging to all but most especially to your priests. Your faith and your commitment
to pray the Mass is nothing short of a powerful witness to the presence of the Lord alive and at work in
your lives. The sincerity of confessions that are made reveal a true thirst for mercy and a reliance upon the
Lord for the grace He seeks to give.

We await the coming of the Lord, Come Lord Jesus!

Fr Stash Dailey




Do This in Remembrance of Me; Part 10: Penitential Absolution
Having spent a brief moment calling to mind our sins and acclaiming together God'’s mercy, the priest then says words that
the Roman Missal calls “the absolution.” Is this a “real” absolution, another version of the absolution we receive in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation? The short answer is no, it is not the same. Let's look at it a bit more closely.

Not a Sacramental Confession

In the words of Charles Belmonte: "At the end of [the Penitential Act], the priest takes refuge with his brethren in the mercy of
God: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life” (Understanding the Mass, p. 56).
In the past, some people (including priests) were incorrectly told that this prayer was the equivalent of the absolution prayer
the priest says in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This is certainly not the casel To make this clear, the General Instruction of
the Roman Missal directly says that this prayer “lacks the efficacy of the Sacrament of Penance” (GIRM, no. 51). Elaborating,
Belmonte comments, “The Penitential [Act] of the Mass is not a sacramental confession; therefore, it does not bring
immediate remission of mortal sins. Forgiveness of mortal sins has to be obtained in the Sacrament of Penance. It is also
important to remember that a person who has committed a mortal sin cannot go to Communion unless he goes to Confession
beforehand” (Understanding the Mass, p. 57).

If we think about the actual words of the prayer, this explanation makes sense. The priest here simply asks the Lord to have
mercy on us, forgive us, and bring us to heaven. This is clearly different from the words of sacramental absolution where the
priest, in the person of Christ, says the words, “God, the Father of mercies, through the death and resurrection of his Son has
reconciled the world to himself and sent the Holy Spirit among us for the forgiveness of sins; through the ministry of the
Church, may God give you pardon and peace, and | absolve you from your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.” In the Sacrament of Reconciliation (also known as the Sacrament of Penance or Confession), we openly
confess our sins and speak them to the priest, whereas in the Mass we review them interiorly. In the Mass, we certainly are
acknowledging that we have sins and that we need the Lord’s mercy, but we are not directly bringing those sins to God for
forgiveness as we do in Reconciliation.

Obtaining Pardon

Even though the words the priest says at Mass are not a sacramental absolution, that does not mean they are not important.
As Belmonte says, “the Penitential [Act], if it is said with true contrition, helps to obtain pardon for present venial sins, as well
as to stir up new sorrow for past sins that have already been forgiven. In this way, it helps us to purify ourselves and so to
take better part in the Holy Mass” (Understanding the Mass, p. 57). As we have reviewed previously, the Sacrifice of the Mass
is our participation in the one perfect sacrifice of Jesus offered on the Cross for the forgiveness of sins. It is a fitting place for
us to recall what a wonderful Savior we have and how powerful the gift of his forgiveness truly is in our hearts. Hopefully, it
also helps us resolve to seek out the sacramental grace of Reconciliation whenever we need it!

A Necessary Pause

| don’t know about all of you, but sometimes | find that when my days are full, | am often going from one thing to the next without
time for reflection. | find that brief moments of quiet in my day are needed so that | can thoroughly review what | have said and
done. Itis in those moments that | realize times when | have gotten off track and need a reset. Similarly, the Penitential Act of the
Mass certainly can be an important opportunity to review how we have lived since our last time at Mass. It is also a great
moment to realize that there might be sins that need sacramental forgiveness before we receive Communion.

As | continue to grow in my life as a priest, | am finding the Penitential Act to be one of my favorite parts of the Mass. Itis such a
great gift to recall where | need God'’s mercy and to acclaim his great mercy together with God’s people. To add to our joy, next
in the Mass we sing of God's glory!

For Reflection:

1. The Canticle of Zechariah (Luke 1:68-79) reflects Zechariah's confidence in God's loving mercy after his period of nine
months of silence before the birth of John the Baptist. Take some time for silent reflection on God’'s mercy in your life.
Conclude by praying this canticle, which is part of the Church'’s daily Morning Prayer.

2. Fr. Luke acknowledges the importance of brief moments of quiet in our day to reflect on our thoughts, words, and actions.
Where can you build in or embrace a few moments of quiet in your daily schedule? The next time you wonder, “What's next?”,
allow yourself a few moments of quiet prayer before moving on to your next task.




Do This in Remembrance of Me; Part 11: Gloria
To review what we have covered so far regarding the Mass, we have recalled our baptism with the Holy Water, genuflected
to honor Jesus in the tabernacle, quietly and prayerfully prepared for Mass, sung the opening hymn, made the Sign of the
Cross, and humbly called to mind our sins and praised God’s mercy in the Penitential Act. Now, it is time for another one of my
favorite parts of the Mass: The Gloria.

A Song of Praise

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.” Many of us may recognize these words from St. Luke’s
Gospel as the song the angels sing in praise announcing the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem (Luke 2:14). Each year on Christmas Eve,
I recall our family traditions from when | was young, including Christmas Eve Mass together as a family. One year, we went to
bed very early so that we wouldn't be too tired for the Mass at midnight. In my memory, | still hear very clearly my grandparents
singing in the choir and the bells ringing with joy as we sang together the news of Christ’s birth. As we grew older and became
altar servers, my brother and | would practice so that we could ring the bells steadily throughout the Gloria. It took a lot of
endurancel!

As the General Instruction of the Roman Missal indicates, “The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is a most ancient
and venerable hymn by which the Church, gathered in the Holy Spirit, glorifies and entreats God the Father and the Lamb”
(GIRM, no. 53). The Gloria is full of phrases and titles from the Bible. Edward Sri explains, “one could describe this prayer, which
goes back to early Christianity, as a mosaic of biblical titles for God and common biblical expressions of praise.” Sri goes on to list
many Scripture references to these titles, such as “Lord Almighty” (Baruch 3:1; 2 Corinthians 6:18), “Lord God Almighty”
(Revelation 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 19:6), and "King of Glory” (see A Biblical Walk Through the Mass, p. 43).

Three Acts

From the context of the Gloria, we are clearly singing the first part to God the Father and then the second part to God the Son.
According to Sri: “The next part of the Gloria, in a sense, tells a story—the story of Christ. Like a three-act play, the Gloria sums up
the story of Christ’s saving work moving from 1) his coming, to 2) his redeeming death, to 3) his triumphant resurrection and
ascension into heaven” (p. 44). Once again, Sri highlights many references to the Scriptures, including the Divine Sonship of
Christ (John 5:17-18; 10:30-38; 2 Corinthians 1:19; Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 1:1-2); the Lamb of God (John 1:29, Revelation 5:6-
14; 12:11; 17:14, among many others); and Christ’s position at the right hand of the Father (Mark 16:19) (A Biblical Walk Through
the Mass, pp. 45-486).

Sri continues, “Notice how the whole mission of Jesus is summed up in this section of the Gloria. We move from the Son’s
Incarnation, to his Paschal Mystery, to his enthronement in heaven. We move from praising Jesus as the ‘Only Begotten Son’ of
the Father who became flesh and dwelt among us; to worshiping him as the ‘Lamb of God’ who by his sacrifice takes away the
sin of the world; to praising him in his triumph over sin and death as he is 'seated at the right hand of the Father.’ Indeed, the
very climax of salvation history can be summed up in the Gloria” (A Biblical Walk Through the Mass, p. 46).

Fittingly, we probably most often think of the Gloria as a hymn of praise. The Mass is our participation in the one perfect
Sacrifice of Christ—the act of perfect worship of the Father. That certainly does call forth praises! The Gloria can truly be a
great model of prayer for us and hopefully strengthens our readiness for the many fruits that will continue to come in the
Mass. As we sing the Gloria together, it is a great lead into what comes next: The Collect, which gathers our prayers and
presents our focus for the celebration of each Mass.

For Reflection:

1. Pray again with Luke’s account of the angels appearing to the shepherds announcing Christ’s birth and proclaiming the first
line of the Gloria (Luke 2:9-14). Next time you participate in Mass and sing the Gloria, consider yourself to be singing with the
angels.

2. The Book of Daniel recounts three Jewish youths praising God from the midst of a fiery furnace King Nebuchadnezzar has
ordered to punish them for their steadfast faith. Reflect on this lengthy canticle (Daniel 3:51-90) and how it relates to the
Gloria. As the three youths invoke all creatures to “praise and exalt God above all forever,” what lines would you add from
your daily life experience?

Coming Up Next: Collect & Liturgy of the Word




AROUND THE PARISH




COMING SOON!

Confirmation Preparation Classes for students in Middle School. If you have a child in Grades 6-8 who is in need of

preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation, classes will begin in winter 2025. Please keep an eye out over the next few
weeks for registration details and more information.



Lectio Divina

SCRIPTURE READING + MEDITATION + PRAYER + CONTEMPLATION

“What page, what passage of the inspired books of the Old and New Testaments
is not the truest of guides for human life?”” ~Saint Benedict, from the Rule of Saint Benedict (73:3)

The month of December is dedicated to the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

"My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I
cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact
that I think that I am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have
that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that
desire. And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, though I may
know nothing about it. Therefore will I trust you always, though I may seem to be lost
and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will
never leave me to face my perils alone.” ~PRAYER OF FATHER THOMAS MERTON, OCSO
(SUPPORT MERTON’S ORDER + TRAPPIST MONKS, ABBEY OF GETHSEMANI + WWW.MONKS.ORG)

Monday, December 9 ~ Second Week in the Season of Advent
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Patronal Feast Day of the United States of America
Because this Solemnity falls on a Monday this year, it is not a Holy Day of Obligation.
However, all are encouraged to attend Mass on this day to give honor to Our Lady.

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to
a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. And
coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” But she was greatly troubled at what
was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give
him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom
there will be no end.” But Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?”
And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold,
Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who
was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.” Mary said, “"Behold, I am the handmaid of the
Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Meditation: Do you want to live a grace-filled life? The angel Gabriel salutes Mary as “full of grace.” To
become the mother of the Savior, Mary was enriched by God with gifts to enable her to assume this
awesome role. There is a venerable tradition among many Christians, dating back to the early church, for
honoring Mary as the spotless virgin who bore the Son of God in her womb. A number of early Church
fathers link Mary's obedience to this singular grace of God. One of them Saint Irenaeus, wrote: “Being
obedient she became the cause of salvation for herself and for the whole human race. The knot of Eve's
disobedience was united by Mary's obedience: what the virgin Eve bound through her disbelief, Mary
loosened by her faith.”

Prayer: O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin prepared a worthy dwelling for
your Son, grant, we pray, that, as you preserved her from every stain by virtue of the Death of your Son,
which you foresaw, so, through her intercession, we, too, may be cleansed and admitted to your
presence. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.



Contemplation: When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they immediately experienced the consequence of
their action - separation from the God who loved them. God in his mercy promised them a Redeemer who
would pay the price for their sin and the sin of the world. We see the marvelous unfolding of God's plan of
redemption in the events leading up to the Incarnation, the birth of the Messiah. Mary's prompt response
of "yes" to the divine message is a model of faith for all believers. Mary believed God's promises even
when they seemed impossible. She was full of grace because she trusted that what God said was true and
would be fulfilled. She was willing and eager to do God's will, even if it seemed difficult or costly. God
gives us grace and he expects us to respond with the same willingness, obedience, and heart-felt trust as
Mary did. When God commands he also gives the grace, strength, and means to respond. We can either
yield to his grace or resist and go our own way. Do you believe in God's promises and do you yield to his
grace?

Tuesday, December 10 ~ Second Week in the Season of Advent

Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:12-14 Jesus said to his disciples: “What is your opinion? If a man has a
hundred sheep and one of them goes astray, will he not leave the ninety-nine in the hills and go in search
of the stray? And if he finds it, amen, I say to you, he rejoices more over it than over the ninety-nine that
did not stray. In just the same way, it is not the will of your heavenly Father that one of these little ones
be lost.”

Meditation: This parable gives us a glimpse of the heart of a true shepherd, and the joy of a community
reunited with its lost members. Shepherds not only had to watch over their sheep by day and by night;
they also had to protect them from wolves and lions that preyed upon them, and from dangerous terrain
and storms. Shepherds often had large flocks, sometimes numbering in the hundreds or thousands. It
was common to inspect and count the sheep at the end of the day. You can imagine the surprise and grief
of the shepherd who discovers that one of his sheep is missing! Does he wait until the next day to go
looking for it? Or does he ask a neighboring shepherd if he might has seen the stray sheep? No, he goes
immediately in search of this lost sheep. Delay for even one night could mean disaster leading to death.
Sheep by nature are very social creatures. An isolated sheep can quickly become bewildered, disoriented,
and even neurotic. Easy prey for wolves and lions!

Prayer: O God, who have shown forth your salvation to all the ends of the earth, grant, we pray, that we
may look forward in joy to the glorious Nativity of Christ. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: What was new in Jesus' teaching was the insistence that sinners must be sought out
time and time again. How easy to forget and be distracted with other matters while the lost become prey
for devouring wolves of the soul. The Apostle Peter reminds us that the "devil prowls around like a roaring
lion, seeking some one to devour" (ref. 1 Peter 5:8). God does not rejoice in the loss of anyone, but
desires that we be saved and restored to friendship with him. That is why the whole community of heaven
rejoices when one sinner is found and restored to fellowship with God. God is on a rescue mission today to
save us from the destructive forces of sin and evil. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, watches over every step we
take. Do you listen to his voice and heed his wise counsel? Do you follow the path he has set for you - a
path that leads to life rather than death? Getting back on the path begins with the Sacrament of
Reconciliation — don’t let anything hold you back from making a good confession!

Wednesday, December 11 ~ Second Week of Advent
Saint Damasus I, Pope

Holy Gospel: Matthew 11:28-30 Jesus said to the crowds: “"Come to me, all you who labor and are
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble
of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.”

Meditation: In this Season of Advent we celebrate the coming of the promised Messiah, our Lord and
Savior, our Redeemer. Those who put their trust in God and in the coming of his kingdom receive the
blessings of that kingdom - peace with God and strength for living his way of love and holiness (ref.
Isaiah 40). Jesus fulfills all the Messianic hopes and promises of God's kingdom. That is why he taught his
disciples to pray, “thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). His is
not a political or military kingdom, but a spiritual one. The yoke of Christ's kingdom, his kingly rule and
way of life, liberates us from the oppression of sin and death; Jesus lifts the weight of hopelessness from
us. Jesus used the analogy of a yoke to explain how we can exchange the burden of sin and despair for a
burden of glory and yoke of freedom from the grip of sin. The yoke which Jesus invites us to embrace is



his way of grace and freedom from the power of sin. And, thus, in this Season of Advent, we seek the
Sacrament of Reconciliation to begin anew the path and life of Christ’s freedom, lifting the weight and
burden of sin from ourselves, and prepare ourselves to celebrate his birth which set into motion our hope
for eternal life with him.

Prayer: Grant, we pray, O Lord, that we may constantly exalt the merits of your Martyrs, whom Pope
Saint Damasus so venerated and loved. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: Jesus invites us to unite our lives with him, our wills with his will, our heart with his
heart. Jesus says his “burden is light.” Sometimes we all feel weighed down by life’s challenges - we feel
“burdened.” And in those times when we feel weighed down, we should turn to Christ in prayer and take
him up on his offer to come to him, and let him help carry the burdens that are weighing us down -
problems at home, school, in the workplace; problems, perhaps, in dealing with the economy. No burden
is too heavy when it's given in love and carried in love. When we yoke our lives with Jesus, he also carries
our burdens with us and gives us his strength to follow in his way of love. Do you know the joy of resting
in Jesus' presence and walking daily with him along the path he has for you? If not, today is a wonderful
time to begin. Take Jesus up on his invitation: "Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and
you will find rest for yourselves.”

Thursday, December 12 ~ Second Week in the Season of Advent
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to
a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. And
coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” But she was greatly troubled at what
was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give
him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom
there will be no end.” But Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?”
And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold,
Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who
was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.” Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the
Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Meditation: How does Mary respond to the word of God delivered by the angel Gabriel? Does Mary say
“Give me a few days to think about this - let me post this on a blog or on Facebook and get some
feedback on what people think I should do - let me consult with my attorney and accountant to see what
liabilities I may have - let me Tweet, text and e-mail my friends to see what they think I should do.” Does
Mary cash in on her situation and sell her story to the news media in order to gain attention and publicity,
or seek the limelight by creating a blog or posting her story on YouTube? No! Mary knows she is hearing
and experiencing something that is beyond mere human capability. Her question, “how shall this be, since
I have no husband” is not prompted by doubt or skepticism, but by wonderment! She is a true hearer of
the Word and she immediately responds with faith and trust in God. Mary's prompt response of “yes” to
the divine message is a model of faith for all believers. Mary believed God's promises even when they
seemed impossible. She was full of grace because she trusted that what God said was true and would be
fulfilled. She was willing and eager to do God's will, even if it seemed difficult or costly. Mary is the
“mother of God” because God becomes incarnate when he takes on flesh in her womb. When we pray the
Nicene Creed we state our confession of faith in this great mystery: “For us men and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
was made man”. God gives us grace and he expects us to respond with the same willingness, obedience,
and heart-felt trust as Mary did. When God commands he also gives the help, strength, and means to
respond. We can either yield to his grace or resist and go our own way. Do you believe in God's promises
and yield to his grace?

Prayer: O God, Father of mercies, who placed your people under the singular protection of your Son's
most holy Mother, grant that all who invoke the Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe, may seek with ever more



lively faith the progress of peoples in the ways of justice and of peace. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: Do you know the favor of the Lord? God lavishes his grace upon all who believe in him.
He shows his favor to the lowly, to those who are humble and receptive to his word. We see the unfolding
of God's plan of redemption in the events leading up to the Incarnation, the birth of the Messiah. The new
era of salvation begins with the conception of Jesus in the womb of Mary. This child to be born is
conceived by the gracious action of the Holy Spirit upon Mary, who finds favor with God. As Eve was the
mother of all humanity doomed to sin, now Mary becomes the mother of the new Adam who will father a
new humanity by his grace (Romans 5:12-21). This child to be conceived in her womb is the fulfillment of
all God’s promises. He will be “great” and “Son of the Most High” and “King” (Luke 1:32-33), and his
name shall be called “Jesus”, which means “the Lord saves”. “He will save his people from their sins”
(Matthew 1:21). The promise of an everlasting kingdom to the house of David (Isaiah 9:6-7) is fulfilled in
the King to be born in Mary’s womb. Let us prepare ourselves in these weeks of Advent to come and
adore him.

Friday, December 13 ~ Second Week in the Season of Advent
Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr

Holy Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19 Jesus said to the crowds: “To what shall I compare this generation? It
is like children who sit in marketplaces and call to one another, *‘We played the flute for you, but you did
not dance, we sang a dirge but you did not mourn.” For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they
said, ‘He is possessed by a demon.” The Son of Man came eating and drinking and they said, ‘Look, he is
a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is vindicated by her works.”

Meditation: The prophets remind us that God’'s kingdom is open to those who are teachable and
receptive to the word of God. Jesus’ parable challenges us to examine whether we are selective in hearing
only what we want to hear. The children in Jesus' parable react with dismay because they cannot get
anyone to join in their musical medley. They complain that if they play their music at weddings, no one
will dance or sing; and if they play at funerals, it is the same. This refrain echoes the words of Ecclesiastes
3:4 - "there is a time to weep and a time to laugh; a time to mourn and a time to dance." Are you in tune
with the message of the kingdom or reign of God? Jesus' message of the kingdom of God is good news
and it produces true joy and spiritual freedom for those who will listen; but it is also a warning for those
who refuse to listen.

Prayer: May the glorious intercession of the Virgin and Martyr Saint Lucy give us new heart, we pray, O
Lord, so that we may celebrate her heavenly birthday in this present age and so behold things eternal.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: What can make us spiritually dull and slow to hear God's voice? Like the generation of
Jesus' time, our age is marked by indifference and contempt, especially in regards to the things of heaven.
Indifference dulls our ears to God's voice and to the good news of the gospel. Only the humble of heart
can find joy and favor in God's grace. Have you come to experience the joy of the Advent season? Do you
know the joy of the Gospel? Is your life in tune with Jesus' message of hope and salvation? ‘Tis the season
to get in tune with what Christ brings to each of us!

Scripture passages (NAB translation) courtesy of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops;
prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011;
information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of Catholic Culture;

some meditations inspired by Biblical Meditations for Advent and Christmas by Carroll Stuhlmueller, CP.
frlumpe - 2024




MENS' FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP
Meeting Saturday, December 14th; 6:45 a.m. Rosary in Upper Meeting room, 7:05 a.m. “The Earliest Church.” All are

welcome to pray with us and grow in our faith. Contact mensgroup@saintmichael-cd.org with questions.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Turn your Required Minimum Distribution into a Really Meaningful Donation! Consider making a qualified Charitable
Donation from your IRA to satisfy your 2024 RMD. Make checks payable St. Michael SVDP and mail it to the Church Office.
Your donation is TAX FREE and TAX DEDUCTIBLE. Thank you!







EXPERIENCE PIETRA

A whole-person fitness class that stretches and strengthens the body while refreshing the soul with prayer and
meditation. In one hour, you will feel calmer, stronger, and renewed! Join our Pietra classes! Saturdays from
7:00-8:00 a.m. at St. Michael Church. Contact Maria Elliott at maria@viribuswellness.com for more information

or by using the QR code.

SCHOOLS



Support Catholic Education
with your Tax Dollars o)

Did you know that you can support Catholic education
in our community without spending an extra dime?

By making a gift to the Emmaus Road Scholarship Fund, you can
receive a dollar-for-dollar credit against your Ohio income tax liability,
up to $750 for individuals or $1,500 for married couples filing jointly.

This isn't a typical tax break. Every dollar you donate (up to the limit)
comes back to you at tax time!

WHY GIVE?

The Emmaus Road Scholarship Fund helps make Catholic education
accessible to all families, giving children the opportunity to encounter
Jesus. St. Michael School makes Christ the center of all we do, forming
disciples who learn to recognize God's love at work in their lives and go

forth and share that love in the world. By supporting St. Michael School,
you advance this vital mission.

HOW TO GIVE?

To claim a credit on your 2024 Ohio Income Tax Return, make your gift
any time before Tax Day (April 15, 2025). You can direct your donation to
St. Michael School. Donations made before December 31, 2024 will
benefit students sooner. Note that you can only claim a credit to the
extent that you owe Ohio taxes.

LEARN MORE OR DONATE NOW:
2 O

;'__ The Emmaus Road Scholarship Fund is a
TR,

certified “scholarship granting organization”
Er?'_ (SGO) in Ohio, prioritizing low-income students.O
s
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AROUND THE DIOCESE

SERRA CLUB NOW MORE THAN EVER ~

NO PRIESTS =NO EUCHARIST!

God is still calling — its up to the whole church to amplify
His call! Are you looking to get more involved in promoting,
encouraging, and praying for vocations? Serra Club is a lay

apostolate that has been in our diocese
are looking for more members to stand
and seminarians to support more voca

for over 40 years. We
alongside our priests
tions for the Diocese

of Columbus. We meet at the Jessing Center at the Pontifical
College Josephinum the first Tuesday of every month at 11:30

a.m. Rosary, Catered Lunch, Catholic

speakers and more.

Contact us at membershipnorth@serracolumbus.org for more

information and schedule.

NAlohio Equities

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS

MATT GREGORY, SIOR, CCIM | MANAGING DIRECTOR
614-937-6501 | mgregory@ohioequities.com

605 S. Front St., Suite 200, Columbus, OH ohioequities.com

Kelly Meacham

Meacham Real Estate Company

Real Estate Agent
614-915-1896
kelly@meachamrealestate.com
www.kellymeacham.com

DR. AUDREY LOWER, D.M.D.

(614) 888-2563
6641 N. High Street, Suite 101, Worthington

FAITH
COMMUNITY

EXCELLENCE

BISHOPWAT TERSON.COM

Optometrists serving Columbus for 25 years

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS
[ 614-739-0660

180 Northwoods Bivd.

Columbus, OH 43235

acceleration

« Audi
- BMW
« Volvo

+ Acura
« Honda
« Lexus
* Mercedes - Nissan
« Porsche - Subaru
« Volkswagen - Toyota

Import Car Repair Specialists

5193 N. High St.
61 4'436'8085 Just north of Grac%land Mall

g
Y CONNELLS
MAPLE LEE

740-548-4082
800-790-8980

JACK L. WOODS
PLUMBING

The Trusted Name in

TO ADVERTISE HERE,
CALL DEE PRINTING
AT 614-777-8700

6699 North High St. | 614-848-6699 | www.schoedinger.com

Luebbe

®
m Drew Sanderell

614-653-0639 * 1-877-DRY-TIME

www.mybasementdoctor.com

Dr. J. Lawrence Hutta & Dr. Pegah Kamrani

6641 N High St #104
Worthington, OH
614.885.2000
huttasmiles.com

PAT KEARNS-DAVIS
pkdavis@remax.cc.com

L0V IV OO
iDoTothHyIMTTTaTe

AvGEr

HEATING AND COOLING RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

+ Gas - Oil +Electric *Heat Pumps -Humidifiers
1296 Dublin Road
www.favret.com -488-5211

Catholic
Social Services

Empowering Change. Transforming Lives.

Be the change in 1 of more than 14,000
lives transformed each year.

Learn more and give today at

colscss.org or (614) 221-5891.

How Can Better Hearing Improve
Your Life? Find out for FREE!

Hearing 614-356-8069

5074 N. High St. www.HearOhio.com  Doctor of Audiology/Patron of Parishes

Capital Centre, Inc.

614.447.1000

BRIDGID DAVIS-RAY  ADDIE DAVIS-HOLSINGER

Plumbing Repairs and
Remodeling

614-882-9700

OH Lic. #25971

Call

Mary Lou Luebbe

Four Generations
1440 Gemini Pl., Columbus, 43240
WWW.CARFAGNAS.COM - (614) 846-6340

Ttalian Food Headgquarters

Ohio’s Largest Italian Wine Selection
KEVIN DAVIS

Our bulletin is printed at no cost to the parish.
Our advertisers cover all expenses.

We thank them and encourage
you to support their businesses.




OUR SPECIALTIES INCLUDE: GENERAL ORTHOPEDICS -
FOOT & ANKLE-HAND & WRIST-JOINT PRESERVATION - NECK & SPINE
SURGERY - PHYSICAL MEDICINE & REHABILITATION - SHOULDER &

TRAUMA & FRACTURE CARE

UPPER EXTREMITY - SPORTS MEDICINE - HIP & KNEE REPLACEMENT -

SIEWERT & GJOSTEIN
LEGAL COUNSEL

VAalLir cacea Vouir life Dilir naccian

307 E. Livingston Ave.
Columbus, OH 43215

614-224-6488

Rob Hamm
Owner

488 Yoeman Ave,
43201

614-489-8121

£ L C | http://www.columbussealcoating.com

James J. Pardi, Il

Attorney at Law Parishioner

Practice Limited to Domestic
Relations & Family Law
614-221-2580

400 W. Wilson Bridge Rd, Suite 260

james@pardilaw.com

People with a lifelong love of music.

Learn to play with us!
Our Private music
lessons are F-U-N!

Piano Brass
Drums  Strings
Singing  Woodwinds
Three Convenient Locations
www.chambersmusicstudio.com

614-396-8758

2285 W Dublin Granville Rd #113

borgatapizzacafe.com

Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Partnering throughout the years to reach your financial goals.

Derek M Voytovich, CFP® CRPC®
Financial Advisor/Parishioner

6797 N High St Suite #218
Worthington, OH 43085-2533

MikTssoans  O14-848-7839

edwardjones.com

Trent D. Albright, M.D
89 E. Wilson Bridge Rd.
Worthington, Ohio

614-885-8833
www.worthingtoneye.com

Parishioner

“We Welcome
New Patients!”’

614-885-4754

www drlordo.com

Faith « Family ¢ Tradition

ST FRENCIS[| DeSALES

H1GH SCHOOL

www.sfdstallions.org

Laurie Luft

St. Michael Parishioner

614.893.4200

www.LaurieLuft.com

RYAN

FUNERAL SERVICE

4661

A Growing Tradition

E G A N Owned and Operated by the same family since 1859

NORTHWEST
Kenny Rd. * 451-5900
CENTRAL

www.egan-ryan.com 403 E. Broad St. ¢ 221-6665

VIRIBUS WELLNESS
& COUNSELINg
614.681.0047 %

www.viribuswellness.com O[5

Maria Elliott, LPCC

Trusted Auto Care Professionals
Parishioner Owned

A Sacred Trust
since 1850

St. Joseph Cemetery Lockbourne
Resurrection Cemetery Lewis Center

Holy Cross Cemetery Pataskala

Mt. Calvary Cemetery Columbus

catholiccemeteriesofcolumbus.org

KERNAN INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

614-764-0121 - 800-718-2663 toll free
9932 Brewster Ln., Powell, OH 43065
jtkernan@kernaninsurance.com

o

HOME « AUTO
LIFE « BUSINESS

John Kernan, agent

Since 1961

Ci

UpTowne Flowery

2145 W. Dublin Granville Rd., Worthington

614-889-1001 * www.uptowneflowers.com

de Birthday, A

Wedding Flower Ar

"y, Sympathy and

North

Austin Goare

870 High St., Worthington

Cell: 614-563-6933

@ Each Office Independently Owned & Operated [E

7650 Rivers Edge Dr. Suite 250,
Columbus OH 43235
614-431-4329
Darnell.Perkins@LFG.com

Darnell Perkins

Financial Planner
Parishioner

SIPC) and registered investment advisor. Insurance offered through Lincoln affiliates and other fine companies. Lincol
Financial Group is the marketing name for Lincoln National Corporation and its affiliates. CRN-4856741-071822

Securiies and investment advisory services offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a broker-dealer (member

— Wq/
Funeral Homesé' rematories

“There is a
Difference”

Rutherford-Corbin Funeral Home
515 N. High St. * 614-885-4006

Rutherford Funeral Home
2383 N. High St.  614-299-1153

Funeral Pre-Planning Available
RutherfordFuneralHome.com * i

I

Dogs
Burgers
Brats

Chicken
Shakes
Fries

2245 W Dublin Granvil
www.junkyardh

100% All
Ohio Beef

Mon-Sat
11-7

le Rd in Linworth
otdogs.com

Eagle Specialty Remodeling

Room Additions

4920 Reed Road, Suite A

614-326-0011

The Carskadon Family
eagleknowsremodeling.com

GET BACKIN THE GAME

John & Carolyn
Phillips
Parishioners

Gameday Men's
the life of men al

61
1335 Dublin

Health is dedicated to improving
nd optimizing their health

4-695-6901
Rd, Suite 114E Cols, 43215

Testosterone * Erectile Dysfunction * Weight Loss
Vitamin/Peptides * EPat Therapy
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