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.® ADORATION CHAPEL

©  There is no better way to spend an hour of your week
o] than in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Consider
@: signing up for Adoration. Our Adoration Chapel offers
Eucharistic Exposition each Tuesday from 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. and
from 5:00 a.m. Wednesdays until 9:00 p.m. on Friday evening.
Adoration is available at all other times with the Blessed Sacrament
reposed in the tabernacle. Registration is easy to do from your phone.
Visit StMichael.WeAdoreHim.com to sign up or use the QR code.

MASS INTENTIONS

Mass Intentions are currently available to schedule for
2024 & 2025. If you would like to remember a loved
® one in this way, please scan the QR code to order and
pay online or visit the Parish Office. One should never
forget the infinite graces that flow from the Sacrifice of the Mass which
benefit one’s soul, both for the living and the deceased.

LOW-GLUTEN HOST

If you are in need of a low-gluten host, please scan this QR
code for full details.

NEW MEMBERS

Registering in a parish is a declaration of your desire

to be part of a Catholic community and a commitment

to the life of the parish family. We are often asked to
provide affidavits for parishioner standing. We can only do this if a
person is a registered, active, and contributing member in our parish.
You can register by scanning the QR code above or by visiting our
website at www.saintmichael-cd.org.

BULLETIN DEADLINE

To submit a bulletin request, the request must be made no later than
12:00 p.m., Monday. Send bulletin requests to rlund@saintmichael-
cd.org with “BULLETIN REQUEST" in the subject line with all details
and contact person for questions. Early submission deadlines may
be required surrounding holidays. All bulletin requests are subject to
approval.

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY

St. Michael’'s Homebound Minstry is available to bring the Eucharist
to the homebound. If you or a loved one within St. Michael Parish
boundaries would like someone to bring the Eucharist to you, please
reach out to Sr. Riya Mary to coordinate. She can be reached by calling
the Parish Office or by emailing srriya@stmichael-cd.org.

ONLINE GIVING
St. Michael offers online giving as a convenient tool for
you to use. Scan the QR code to learn more or to set up
online contributions.




FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

DECEMBER 29, 2024

DAILY MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 28
4:00 p.m. Special Intention of Sr. Mary Regina, O.P.

Sunday, December 29
8:30 a.m. For the Living & Deceased Members
of our Parish
10:30 a.m. + John P. Crerand (Dcn. John Crerand)
12:30 p.m. + Jerry & Rosemary Mogan
(Sue Mogan)
5:00 p.m. Special Intention of Sherry Coons

Monday, December 30
6:30 a.m. + Holy Souls in Purgatory
8:15 a.m. + Joseph & James Kellenbarger

Tuesday, December 31
6:30 a.m. + Janeene Marinelli
(The Marinelli Family)
8:15 a.m. + Christine Oddi
(The Oddi Family)
4:00 p.m. Special Intention of Little Flower Alphonse
(Mary Irudayadhasan)

Wednesday, January 1
10:00 a.m. + Jody Munhall (The Cobb, Lund, Mauro,

PARISH CALENDAR -
DECEMBER/JANUARY
SUNDAY, 9:00 a.m. OCIA (UMR)
December 29
Monday, 6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (U)
December 30
Tuesday, Parish Office Closed
December 31 | Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
Wednesday, | Parish Office Closed
January 1 Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
Thursday, Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
January 2 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice (C)
Friday, Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
January 3
Saturday, 2:30 p.m. Confessions (C)
January 4
SUNDAY, Friendship Sunday in Marian Hall after all Masses
January 5 9:00 a.m. OCIA(UMR)
3:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group (G)
6:00 p.m. High School Youth Group (G)

To view Parish Masses & Ministry Activities in advance,
please view our Parish Calendar online by visiting:
www.saintmichael-cd.org/about-us/calendar/

(U) = Undercroft/Cafeteria, (S) = School, (C) = Church, (G) = Gym, (MH) =
Marian Hall, (SL) = School Library, (UMR) = Meeting room on the first floor
of the Parish Ministry Center, (LMR) = Meeting room in the basement of the
Parish Ministry Center, (AC) = Adoration Chapel, (A) = Atrium

Schmitt & Wilson Families)

Thursday, January 2

6:30 a.m. + Stephen & Andrew Debitetto
8:15 a.m. + Poor Souls in Purgatory

Friday, January 3
6:30 a.m. + John Aman Sr. (The Aman Family)
8:15 a.m. + Bruce C. Crosby (James & Diane Vincent)

Saturday, January 4
8:15 a.m. + Ron Cottrell (Kevin & Lisa Barlage)
4:00 p.m. + Thomas Loughlin (The Loughlin Family)

Sunday, January 5
8:30 a.m. For the Living & Deceased Members
of our Parish
10:30 a.m. + Jack Horvath (The Smullen Family)
12:30 p.m. Special Intention of
Carolyn Marie Bolen
(The Brown Family)
5:00 p.m. + Sylvia & Robert Brannen
(Fr. Mike Lumpe)



FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
Merry Christmas!

Fr. Johnstone is away on his annual retreat; in your charity, please pray for him.
The annual retreat for a priest is a time to withdraw from the world and return
to the side of the Divine Master. While with the Lord, the priest must not only
reconcile with Him, but also be restored by Him. Your prayers for our parochial
vicar are deeply appreciated. In the coming months, the other two priests serving
the parish will make use of their time for retreat.

This Sunday, we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family! Jesus first came into
the Family as He brought the glory of the Father into the world. Oftentimes, our
home life is very far from where it should be or could be; it is only by the Lord
Jesus that we can ultimately find peace in our homes and among our family
members.

The celebration of Holy Family Sunday allows for us to consecrate our families to
the Holy Family, and thus, open ourselves to that first school of sanctity that was
the love between good St. Joseph, the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Christ Child.

Holy Family Sunday also allows for us to have a proper time to bring the glory of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus into the muck and yuck of our day-to-day lives, where
our loved ones see us for who we truly and really are. Do not be afraid to ask
Jesus to make a home in your family, to make Himself comfortable among your
family. Place an image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus at the center of your home
and allow Him to reign from there and bring His peace into your life.

Heart of Jesus | adore, Heart of Mary | implore, Heart of Joseph, pure and just, in
these three hearts | place my trust.

May the Holy Family be our Family!
In Jesus, through Mary, with Joseph,

Fr. Stash Dailey




Do This in Remembrance of Me; Part 16: Responsorial Psalm
Sing a joyful song unto the Lord! As the General Instruction of the Roman Missal states, “After the First Reading follows the
Responsorial Psalm, which is an integral part of the Liturgy of the Word and which has great liturgical and pastoral importance,
since it fosters meditation on the Word of God” (General Instruction of the Roman Missal, no. 61). (The “P” in the word “Psalms” is
silent, so it sounds like “Salms.”)

According to the Glossary in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, a Psalm is “A prayer in the Book of Psalms of the Old
Testament, assembled over several centuries; a collection of prayers in the form of hymns or poetry. The Psalms have been used
since Jesus’ time as the public prayer of the Church.” There are 150 Psalms altogether, varying in length from very short (Psalm
117 has only two verses) to incredibly long (Psalm 118 has 176 verses!).

For Every Condition and Time

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal indicates that the Responsorial Psalm should be sung, and that if “the Psalm
cannot be sung, then it should be recited in a way that is particularly suited to fostering meditation on the Word of God” (GIRM,
no. B61). We typically repeat a refrain in between the verses. The refrain gives a brief line for meditation, summarizing a theme
of a particular Psalm. Speaking of the Psalms, the Catechism states, “Prayed and fulfilled in Christ, the Psalms are an essential
and permanent element of the prayer of the Church. They are suitable for men of every condition and time” (CCC, no. 2597).
Speaking of the use of Psalms in earlier times, the Catechism notes, “The Psalms both nourished and expressed the prayer of
the People of God gathered during the great feasts at Jerusalem and each Sabbath in the synagogues. Their prayer is
inseparably personal and communal; it concerns both those who are praying and all men” (CCC, no. 25886). The Psalms still
have great value for us as well. “"Whether hymns or prayers of lamentation or thanksgiving, whether individual or communal,
whether royal chants, songs of pilgrimage or wisdom-meditations, the Psalms are a mirror of God's marvelous deeds in the
history of his people, as well as reflections of the human experience of the Psalmist [the person writing the Psalm]. Though a
given psalm may reflect an event of the past, it still possesses such direct simplicity that it can be prayed in truth by men of all
times and conditions” (CCC, no. 2588).

Jesus Prayed the Same Words

Charles Belmonte reminds us to sing the Psalms with faith and joy, recalling the exhortation of St. Paul: “St. Paul recommends
that the faithful gathered waiting for the coming of the Lord sing together psalms, hymns, and spiritual canticles (see Col 3:16).
The heart shows its joy by singing. Thus St. Augustine says rightly, ‘to sing belongs to lovers.’ There is also the ancient proverb:
‘One who sings well prays twice’ " (Understanding the Mass, p. 88).

| appreciate thinking of how our Lord Jesus would have also sung and prayed these same words in the Psalms. Since we know
from the Gospels that he regularly went to the Jewish prayer gatherings, we can conclude that he would also have sung the
Psalms regularly. There were times he referred directly to the Psalms, such as when he started praying Psalm 22 from the
Cross: "My God, My God, why have you abandoned me?”

It doesn’t get much better than spending a little time with the Lord using the exact words he used to pray. The next time you
have 20 seconds to spare, try praying Psalm 117. If you have 20 minutes, check out a longer passage, like Psalm 119. If you are
really feeling bold, try to sing one, whether at Church, working outside, or in the shower. It is always “good to praise the Lord!”
(Psalm 92:1)

For Reflection

1. As Father Luke recommends, take time to pray with either Psalm 117 or with Psalm 113. If you choose the latter, perhaps select
a shorter portion of the Psalm for deeper reflection after you pray with its full length!

2. Open your Bible to the Book of Psalms and allow yourself to “wander” through the pages. Find and pray with a Psalm that
speaks to you at this moment in your life. For an additional challenge, find and pray with a Psalm that does not seem relevant to
you at this time, bringing to this prayer the needs and intentions of those in other situations.

Do This in Remembrance of Me; Part 17: Second Reading

On Sundays and Solemnities, after the Responsorial Psalm, we always hear the proclamation of the Second Reading, which is
taken from the New Testament books (other than the Gospels) and is generally continuous from one week to the next. While
St. Paul is the most prolific of the New Testament writers, we also have readings from St. John, St. Peter, St. James, and
(cont'd next page)




others. Altho'ugh the sentences in these readings are sometimes long and a little awkward (because they were oriéinolly
written in Greek, not English), they are packed with great wisdom and directives for Christian living. As Edward Sri writes,
“Though often selected independently of the First Reading and the Gospel, these New Testament writings reflect on the
ministry of Jesus Christ and his saving work and the meaning it has for our lives. They also draw out the practical applications
of our life in Christ and exhort us evermore to ‘put on Christ’ and turn away from sin” (A Biblical Walk Through the Mass, p. 64).

How to Live in Christ Every Day

As we look through the books of the New Testament, we see how each writer was addressing a person or particular
community with their own strengths and weaknesses. The writer knew his audience and, through the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, taught these people what God asks of us and how to live in Christ every day. These readings call us to faithfulness and
generosity in loving one another. Sometimes we hear joyful words of truth: “Beloved, see what love the Father has bestowed
on us that we may be called the children of God. Yet so we are” (1 Jn 3:1). We also hear words of consolation: “We always pray
for you” (2 Thes 1:11). At other times, we will hear exhortations to holiness, such as, “Do you not know that you are a temple of
God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Cor 3:16) and “"do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh” (Gal
5:13).

These writings are beneficial to us because St. Paul and the other writers were all helping early Christians understand how to
live in an anti-Christian world (recall that Christianity was illegal in the Roman Empire during the first centuries of the Church).
The writers provided answers to difficult questions, gave explanations for why we do certain things and not others, and
exhorted the people to holiness and fidelity even in the midst of daily struggles and persecutions.

How to Live as a Christian in the World

A couple of very common questions today are: “How do | really live as a Christian in the world? How do | make what | do on
Sunday last all through the week?” Thanks to these New Testament Readings, we have answers to these questions. Look
through the readings for any Sunday, and what do you see? “Be imitators of me, as | am of Christ” (1 Cor 11:1); “For you are all
one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28); “For he is our peace” (Eph 2:14); “Seek what is above” (Col 3:1); “that you may not grow weary
and lose heart” (Heb 12:3); "Be doers of the word and not hearers only” (Jas 1:19); “Compete well for the faith” (1 Tim 6:12);
“Children, let us love...in deed and truth” (L Jn 3:18); “"He will wipe every tear from their eyes” (Rev 21:4); “Always be ready to
give an explanation...for your hope” (1 Pet 3:15). Does it feel like we could keep going and going? We really could! At every
Sunday Mass and on Solemnities, the Second Reading is packed with wisdom from the saints to help us become saints, tool!

For Reflection:

1. Invite family members, friends, or fellow parishioners to study a New Testament text (other than the Gospels) together. Find
a resource or mentor to guide your prayerful study. Commit to meeting regularly, and experience how these texts addressed
to the early Christian individuals and communities can strengthen your community life today.

2. Consider the significance of letter-writing in the early years of the Church’s development. Which person(s) in your life could
use some encouragement or exhortation by way of a letter? Take the time to reach out through this personal communication.
3. Popes and bishops still write letters to the faithful. Find the most recent letter your bishop has written, and prayerfully read
his message. If you are moved to respond, go ahead!

Up Next: Response after Readings and Alleluia

Enjoying this series? Catch up on previous articles or read ahead by scanning
the QR codel!




Lectio Divina

SCRIPTURE READING + MEDITATION + PRAYER + CONTEMPLATION

“What page, what passage of the inspired books of the Old and New Testaments
is not the truest of guides for human life?” ~Saint Benedict, from the Rule of Saint Benedict (73:3)

The month of December is dedicated to the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The month of January is dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus.

"So great is the Most Holy Name of Jesus that God highly exalted Him and gave Him
the Name that is above every name, so that at the Name of Jesus every knee should
bend; in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

+SAINT PAUL, LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS 2:9-11

Monday, December 30 ~ Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas

Holy Gospel: Luke 2:26-30 There was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage, and
then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with
fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the
child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of
the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

Meditation: What do you hope for? Now, and in the coming year? The hope which God places in our heart
is the desire for the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness. Hope grows with prayer and
age. Anna was pre-eminently a woman of great hope and expectation that God would fulfill all his
promises. Filled with the Holy Spirit, she was found daily in the house of the Lord, attending to the Lord in
prayer and speaking prophetically to others about the Lord's promise to send a redeemer. She is a model
of godliness to all believers as we advance in age. Advancing age and the disappointments of life can
easily make us cynical and hopeless if we do not have our hope placed rightly. Anna's hope in God and his
promises grew with age! She never ceased to worship God in faith and to pray with hope. Her hope and
faith in God's promises fueled her indomitable zeal and fervor in prayer and service of God's people.

Prayer: Grant, we pray, almighty God, that the newness of the Nativity in the flesh of your Only Begotten
Son may set us free, for ancient servitude holds us bound beneath the yoke of sin. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Contemplation: A logical question is how do we grow in hope? The answer is simple: by placing our trust
in the promises of Jesus Christ and relying not on our own strength, but on the grace and help of the Holy
Spirit. Does your hope and fervor for God grow with age?

Tuesday, December 31 ~ Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas
Saint Sylvester I, Pope

Holy Gospel: John 1:1-18 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came to be through him, and without him nothing
came to be. What came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race; the light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. A man named John was sent from God. He
came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was
in the world, and the world came to be through him, but the world did not know him. He came to what
was his own, but his own people did not accept him. But to those who did accept him he gave power to
become children of God, to those who believe in his name, who were born not by natural generation nor



by human choice nor by a man’s decision but of God. And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only-begotten Son, full of grace and truth.
John testified to him and cried out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘The one who is coming after me
ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.”” From his fullness we have all received, grace in place
of grace, because while the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No
one has ever seen God. The only-begotten Son, God, who is at the Father’s side, has revealed him.

Meditation: Why does John the Evangelist begin his gospel with a description of the Word of God? The
“word of God” was a common expression among the Jews. God’s word in the Old Testament is an active,
creative, and dynamic word. "By the word of the Lord the heavens were made” (Psalm 33:6). “He sends
forth his commands to the earth; his word runs swiftly” (Psalm 147:15). “Is not my word like fire, says
the Lord, and like a hammer which breaks the rock in pieces” (Jeremiah 23:29)? John describes Jesus as
God’s creative, life-giving and light-giving word that has come to earth in human form. Jesus is the
wisdom and power of God which created the world and sustains it who assumed a human nature in order
to accomplish our salvation in it. Jesus became truly man while remaining truly God. “What he was, he
remained, and what he was not he assumed” (from an early church antiphon for morning prayer). Jesus
Christ is truly the Son of God who, without ceasing to be God and Lord, became a man and our brother.
From the time of the Apostles the Christian faith has insisted on the incarnation of God’s Son “who has
come in the flesh” (1 John 4:2).

Prayer: Come, O Lord, to the help of your people, sustained by the intercession of Pope Saint Sylvester,
so that, running the course of this present life under your guidance we may happily attain life without end.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: Saint Gregory of Nyssa, one of the great early Church fathers (330-395 AD) wrote:
“Sick, our nature demanded to be healed; fallen, to be raised up; dead, to rise again. We had lost the
possession of the good; it was necessary for it to be given back to us. Closed in darkness, it was
necessary to bring us the light; captives, we awaited a Savior; prisoners, help; slaves, a liberator. Are
these things minor or insignificant? Did they not move God to descend to human nature and visit it, since
humanity was in so miserable and unhappy a state?” If we are going to behold the glory of God, we will do
so through Jesus Christ. Jesus became the partaker of our humanity so we could be partakers of his
divinity (2 Peter 1:4). God's purpose for us, even from the beginning of his creation, is that we would be
fully united with him when Jesus comes God is made known as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. By our being united in Jesus, God becomes our Father and we become his sons and daughters.

Wednesday, January 1 ~ Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
~ A Holy Day of Obligation + World Day of Peace ~

Holy Gospel: Luke 2:16-21 The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and
the infant lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known the message that had been told
them about this child. All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds. And
Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told to them. When eight days were
completed for his circumcision, he was named Jesus, the name given him by the angel before he was
conceived in the womb.

Meditation: What's the significance of a name? For the Jewish people the giving of a name had great
importance. When a name was given it represented what that person should be in the future. An unknown
name meant that someone could not be completely known. To not acknowledge someone's name meant
both denial of the person, destruction of their personality, and change in their destiny. A person's name
expressed the reality of his or her being at its deepest level. A Jewish child was named at the time of
circumcision, eight days after birth. This rite was instituted by God as an outward sign to single out those
who belonged to the chosen people. It was a sign of the covenant that God made with Abraham and his
posterity.

Prayer: O God, who through the fruitful virginity of Blessed Mary bestowed on the human race the grace
of eternal salvation, grant, we pray, that we may experience the intercession of her, through whom we
were found worthy to receive the author of life, our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son. Who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.



Contemplation: In fulfillment of this precept, Mary's newborn child is given the name Jesus on the eighth
day according to the Jewish custom. Joseph and Mary gave the name Jesus because that is the name
given by God's messenger before Jesus was conceived in Mary's womb. This name signifies Jesus' identity
and his mission. The literal Hebrew means the Lord saves. Since God alone can forgive sins, it is God who,
in Jesus his eternal Son made man will save his people from their sins (Matthew 1:21). In the birth and
naming of this child we see the wondrous design and plan of God in giving us a Savior who would bring us
grace, mercy, and freedom from the power of sin and the fear of death. The name “Jesus” signifies that
the very name of God is present in the person of his Son who became man for our salvation. The very
name of Jesus is at the heart of all Christian prayer. It is through and in Jesus that we pray to the Father
in the power of the Holy Spirit. Many Christians have died with one word on the lips, the name of Jesus.
Do you exalt the name of Jesus and pray with confidence in his name? Do you revere his name?

About this Feast: On New Year's Day, the octave day of Christmas, the Church celebrates the Solemnity
of the Holy Mother of God. The divine and virginal motherhood of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a singular
salvific event: for Our Lady it was the foretaste and cause of her extraordinary glory; for us it is a source
of grace and salvation because "through her we have received the Author of life" (127). The solemnity of
1 January, an eminently Marian feast, presents an excellent opportunity for liturgical piety to encounter
popular piety: the first celebrates this event in a manner proper to it; the second, when duly catechized,
lends joy and happiness to the various expressions of praise offered to Our Lady on the birth of her divine
Son, to deepen our understanding of many prayers, beginning with that which says: "Holy Mary, Mother of
God, pray for us, sinners." Since 1967, January 1 has been designated "World day for Peace." Popular
piety has not been oblivious to this initiative of the Holy See. In the light of the new born Prince of Peace,
it reserves this day for intense prayer for peace, education towards peace and those values inextricably
linked with it, such as liberty, fraternal solidarity, the dignity of each human person, respect for nature,
the right to work, the sacredness of all human life in all stages and ages of life, and the denunciation of
injustices which trouble the conscience of man and threaten peace.

Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi: Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace; where there is hatred,
let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that I may not so
much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love; for it
is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to
Eternal Life. Amen.

Thursday, January 2 ~ Season of Christmas
Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church

Holy Gospel: John 1:19-28 This is the testimony of John. When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests
and Levites to him to ask him, "Who are you?" He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, "I am not
the Christ." So they asked him, "What are you then? Are you Elijah?" And he said, "I am not." "Are you
the Prophet?" He answered, "No." So they said to him, "Who are you, so we can give an answer to those
who sent us? What do you have to say for yourself?" He said: "I am the voice of one crying out in the
desert, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,' as Isaiah the prophet said." Some Pharisees were also sent.
They asked him, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?" John
answered them, "I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, the one
who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie." This happened in Bethany across
the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Meditation: John the Baptist bridges the Old and New Testaments. He is the last of the Old Testament
Prophets who points the way to the Messiah. He is the first of the New Testament witnesses and martyrs.
He is the herald who prepares the way for Jesus and who announces his mission to the people: Behold the
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world! John saw from a distance what the Messiah came to
accomplish - our redemption from slavery to sin and our adoption as sons and daughters of God, our
heavenly Father.

Prayer: O God, who were pleased to give light to your Church by the example and teaching of the
Bishops, Saints Basil and Gregory, grant, we pray, that in humility we may learn your truth and practice it
faithfully in charity. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: John was the greatest of the prophets, yet he lived as a humble and faithful servant of
God. He pointed others to Jesus, Messiah and Savior of the world. The Catholic Church from the earliest of



times has given John many titles which signify his mission: Witness of the Lord, Trumpet of Heaven,
Herald of Christ, Voice of the Word, Precursor of Truth, Friend of the Bridegroom, Crown of the Prophets,
Forerunner of the Redeemer, Preparer of Salvation, Light of the Martyrs, and Servant of the Word. By your
life, by your faith, do you point others to Christ by your witness and example as John the Baptist did?

Friday, January 3 ~ Season of Christmas
Most Holy Name of Jesus

Holy Gospel: John 1:29-34 John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Behold, the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the world. He is the one of whom I said, 'A man is coming after me who
ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.' I did not know him, but the reason why I came
baptizing with water was that he might be made known to Israel." John testified further, saying, "I saw
the Spirit come down like a dove from the sky and remain upon him. I did not know him, but the one who
sent me to baptize with water told me, 'On whomever you see the Spirit come down and remain, he is the
one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit." Now I have seen and testified that he is the Son of God."

Meditation: John calls Jesus the Lamb of God and thus signifies Jesus' mission as the One who redeems
us from our sins. The blood of the Passover Lamb (Exodus 12) delivered the Israelites in Egypt from
death. The blood of Jesus, the true Passover Lamb who offered his life up for us on the cross as an
atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 Corinthians 5:7), delivers us from everlasting death and destruction. It is
significant that John was the son of a priest, Zachariah, who participated in the daily sacrifice of a lamb in
the temple for the sins of the people (Exodus 29). In Jesus he saw the true and only sacrifice which
delivers us from sin.

Prayer: O God, who founded the salvation of the human race on the Incarnation of your Word, give your
peoples the mercy they implore, so that all may know there is no other name to be invoked but the Name
of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Contemplation: Saint Alphonsus Liguori once wrote: “"God hath given Him a Name which is above all
names. And He commands that this hame should be adored by the Angels, by men, and by devils: That in
the Name of Jesus every knee should bow of those that are in Heaven, on earth, and under the earth. If,
then, all creatures are to adore this great name, still more ought we sinners to adore it, since it was in our
behalf that this name of Jesus; which signifies Savior, was given to Him; and for this end also He came
down from Heaven, namely, to save sinners: ‘For us men and for our salvation He came down from
Heaven, and was made Man.” We ought to adore Him, and at the same time to thank God Who has given
Him this name for our good; it is this name that consoles us, defends us, and makes us burn with love.”

About this Feast: This feast marks no progress in the development of the Church year. It merely
embellishes the occasion just observed when the Child received the Name Jesus as had been foretold by
the angel. The feast is meant to impress on us Christians the dignity of the Holy Name. What did a name
signify originally? The name should express the nature of a thing. Thus Adam in paradise gave the animals
names in accordance with their being. Among the Jews, God's hame expressed His essence, Yahweh, i.e.,
I (alone) am who am (and cause all else to be). The Jews had the highest respect for the name of God, a
reverence that finds continuation in the Our Father: “Hallowed be Thy Name.” Persons who played
prominent roles in the history of salvation often received their names from God Himself. Adam — man of
the earth; Eve — mother of all the living; Abraham — father of many nations; Peter — the rock. The
Savior's precursor was given the name God assigned him. According to divine precedent, then, the name
of the Redeemer should not be accidental, of human choosing, but given by God Himself. For His name
should express His mission. We read in Sacred Scripture how the angel Gabriel revealed that name to
Mary: “You shall call His name Jesus.” And to St. Joseph the angel not merely revealed the name but
explained its meaning: "You shall call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins.” The
Messiah should not only be the Savior, but should be called Savior.

Scripture passages (NAB translation) courtesy of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops;
prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011;
information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of Catholic Culture;
some meditations inspired by Biblical Meditations for Advent and Christmas by Carroll Stuhlmueller, CP.
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AROUND THE PARISH




MEN’'S FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP

The Men’s Faith & Fellowship will not meet on December
28 or January 4th. We will resume on January 11th.
Contact mensgroup@saintmichael-cd.org with questions.

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION
CLASSES

Confirmation Preparation Classes for students

in Middle School will begin this winter. If you

have a child who is in need of preparation for
the Sacrament of Confirmation, please register now using the
QR code.

THANK YOU

Parishioner Ron Stanko would like to thank the St. Michael
community for their support and prayers during his recent
illness and recovery. As a gesture of gratitude, he has had
Masses offered for our St. Michael community throughout
2025. Thank you for your prayers and support during his
time of need.






AROUND THE DIOCESE




SERRA CLUB NOW MORE THAN EVER ~ NO PRIESTS = NO EUCHARIST!

God is still calling — it's up to the whole Church to amplify His call! Are you looking to get more involved in promoting,
encouraging, and praying for vocations? Serra Club is a lay apostolate that has been in our Diocese for more
than 40 years. We are looking for more members to stand alongside our priests and seminarians to support more
vocations for the Diocese of Columbus. We meet at the Jessing Center at the Pontifical College Josephinum the first
Tuesday of every month at 11:30 a.m. Rosary, Catered Lunch, Catholic speakers and more. Check out our website at
serracolumbus.org for more information and schedule.

NAlohio Equities
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS FA|TH
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605 S. Front St., 3|th;ig?glur:bll.l(:?g:lol:i:ezzir:’i]es.com (61 4) 888-2563 E D M M LI NITY
6641 N. High Street, Suite 101, Worthington
EXCELLENCE
Kelly Meacham
Meacham Real Estate Company
Real Estate Agent
14-975-1
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www.kellymeacham.com
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Four Generations
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Catholic
Social Services

Empowering Change. Transforming Lives.

Be the change in 1 of more than 14,000
lives transformed each year.

Our bulletin is printed at no cost to the parish.

Our advertisers cover all expenses.

We thank them and encourage
you to support their businesses.

UTCOViTToNV [ eTToTYI0),
" \ Learn more and give today at

:)(i)yﬁ’w@/v WITTrriare colscss.org or (614) 221-5891.




SIEWERT & GJOSTEIN
LEGAL COUNSEL

OUR SPECIALTIES INCLUDE: GENERAL ORTHOPEDICS -
FOOT & ANKLE-HAND & WRIST-JOINT PRESERVATION - NECK & SPINE
SURGERY - PHYSICAL MEDICINE & REHABILITATION - SHOULDER &

£ L C | http://www.columbussealcoating.com

LU James J. Pardi, I
Attorney at Law Parishioner
Practice Limited to Domestic
Relations & Family Law
614-221-2580
400 W. Wilson Bridge Rd, Suite 260
james@pardilaw.com

488 Yoeman Ave,
43201

614-489-8121

People with a lifelong love of music.

Learn to play with us!
Our Private music
lessons are F-U-N!

Piano Brass

UPPER EXTREMITY - SPORTS MEDICINE - HIP & KNEE REPLACEMENT - 307 E. Livingston Ave. e G 614-396-8758
TRAUMA & FRACTURE CARE Singing Woodwinds ) .
Columbus, OH 43215 614-224-6488 e 2285 W Dublin Granville R #113
www.chambersmusicstudio.com borgatapizzacafe.com

Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Partnering throughout the years to reach your financial goals.

Derek M Voytovich, CFP® CRPC®
Financial Advisor/Parishioner

6797 N High St Suite #218
Worthington, OH 43085-2533

MikTssoans  O14-848-7839

Trent D. Albright, M.D
89 E. Wilson Bridge Rd.
Worthington, Ohio

'614-885-8833

edwardjones.com www.worthingtoneye.com

Laurie Luft

St. Michael Parishioner

614.893.4200

Parishioner www.LaurieLuft.com

“We Welcome
New Patients!”’

614-885-4754

www drlordo.com

Faith « Family ¢ Tradition

ST FRENCIS[| DeSALES

H1GH

SCHOOL

www.sfdstallions.org

E G A N Owned and Operated by the same family since 1859

NORTHWEST
5¥£XS§ICE 4661 Kenny Rd. * 451-5900
CENTRAL

A Growing Tradition

www.egan-ryan.com 403 E. Broad St. ¢ 221-6665

VIRIBUS WELLNESS
& COUNSELING
614.681.0047

Individual and

Family Counseling
Maria Elliott, LPCC  www.viribuswellness.com [E]ky

=
=

Trusted Auto Care Professionals
Parishioner Owned

o

KERNAN INSURANCE
A Sacred Trust AGENCY, INC.
since 1850

St. Joseph Cemetery Lockbourne
HOME « AUTO
LIFE = BUSINESS

John Kernan, agent
614-764-0121 - 800-718-2663 toll free

Resurrection Cemetery Lewis Center Since 1961
Holy Cross Cemetery Pataskala

Mt. Calvary Cemetery Columbus

Ci

UpTowne Flowery

2145 W. Dublin Granville Rd., Worthington

614-889-1001 * www.uptowneflowers.com

catholiccemeteriesofcolumbus.org

de Birthday, A

Wedds:

9932 Brewster Ln., Powell, OH 43065

Flower Ar

"y, Sympathy and

North

Austin Goare

870 High St., Worthington
Cell: 614-563-6933

jtkernan@kernaninsurance.com

@ Each Office Independently Owned & Operated [E

— Wq/
Funeral Homesé' rematories

“There is a
Difference”

Rutherford-Corbin Funeral Home
515 N. High St. * 614-885-4006

7650 Rivers Edge Dr. Suite 250,
Columbus OH 43235
614-431-4329
Darnell.Perkins@LFG.com

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a broker-dealer (member
SIPC) and registered investment advisor. Insurance offered through Lincoln affiliates and other fine companies. Lincolry
Financial Group is the marketing name for Lincoln National Corporation and its affiliates. CRN-4856741-071822

Darnell Perkins

Financial Planner

Parishioner Rutherford Funeral Home

2383 N. High St. * 614-299-1153

Funeral Pre-Planning Available
RutherfordFuneralHome.com * i

100% All
Ohio Beef

Dogs
Burgers
Brats

Chicken
Shakes
Fries

Mon-Sat
11-7

2245 W Dublin Granville Rd in Linworth
www.junkyardhotdogs.com

Eagle Specialty Remodeling

Room Additions

4920 Reed Road, Suite A

614-326-0011

The Carskadon Family
eagleknowsremodeling.com

GET BACKIN THE GAME

Gameday Men's Health is dedicated to improving
the life of men and optimizing their health

614-695-6901
1335 Dublin Rd, Suite 114E Cols, 43215

Testosterone * Erectile Dysfunction * Weight Loss
Vitamin/Peptides * EPat Therapy

John & Carolyn
Phillips
Parishioners
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