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.® ADORATION CHAPEL

©  There is no better way to spend an hour of your week
o] than in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Consider
@: signing up for Adoration. Our Adoration Chapel offers
Eucharistic Exposition each Monday from 9:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m. and
from 5:00 a.m. Tuesdays until 9:00 p.m. Friday evenings. Adoration
is available at all other times with the Blessed Sacrament reposed
in the tabernacle. Registration is easy to do from your phone. Visit
StMichael.WeAdoreHim.com to sign up or use the QR code.

MASS INTENTIONS

Mass Intentions are currently available to schedule for
2025. If you would like to remember a loved one in this
® way, please scan the QR code to order and pay online
or visit the Parish Office. One should never forget the
infinite graces that flow from the Sacrifice of the Mass which benefit
one’s soul, both for the living and the deceased.

LOW-GLUTEN HOST

If you are in need of a low-gluten host, please scan this QR
code for full details.

NEW MEMBERS

Registering in a parish is a declaration of your desire

to be part of a Catholic community and a commitment

to the life of the parish family. We are often asked to
provide affidavits for parishioner standing. We can only do this if a
person is a registered, active, and contributing member in our parish.
You can register by scanning the QR code above or by visiting our
website at www.saintmichael-cd.org.

BULLETIN DEADLINE

To submit a bulletin request, the request must be made no later than
12:00 p.m., Monday. Send bulletin requests to rlund@saintmichael-
cd.org with “BULLETIN REQUEST" in the subject line with all details
and contact person for questions. Early submission deadlines may
be required surrounding holidays. All bulletin requests are subject to
approval.

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY

St. Michael’'s Homebound Minstry is available to bring the Eucharist
to the homebound. If you or a loved one within St. Michael Parish
boundaries would like someone to bring the Eucharist to you, please
reach out to Sr. Riya Mary to coordinate. She can be reached by calling
the Parish Office or by emailing srriya@stmichael-cd.org.

ONLINE GIVING
St. Michael offers online giving as a convenient tool for
you to use. Scan the QR code to learn more or to set up
online contributions.




THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT - MARCH 23, 2025

DAILY MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 22
4:00 p.m. For the Living & Deceased Members
of our Parish
Sunday, March 23
8:30 a.m. Special Intention of John & Linda Kish
(The Kish Family)
10:30 a.m. + Judith Giannetto
12:30 p.m. + Joseph Ailabouni (The Adams Family)
5:00 p.m. + Shane Fitzpatrick (The Adams Family)
Monday, March 24
6:30 a.m. + George Crawford (Fr. Michael Lumpe)
8:15 a.m. + Amelia Huerto D'Ascenzo
(Josephine & Eric Yang)
Tuesday, March 25
6:30 a.m. Special Intention of Sr. Ave Maria, O.P.
(SMS 2nd Grade Class)
8:15 a.m. + Deacon Klaus Fricke (Jim & Vickie Mains)
Wednesday, March 26
6:30 a.m. + Jean Paul & Dominique Dauny
(The Caso Family)
8:15 a.m. For the School
6:00 p.m. + Lawrence Joseph Bridge (Sharon Leary)
Thursday, March 27
6:30 a.m. Special Intention of Catholics for Life
8:15 a.m. + Joseph Fiala, Sr. (The Fiala-Fristad Family)
Friday, March 28
6:30 a.m. Special Intention of Sheree Dyke (Nathan Dyke)
8:15 a.m. + Daniel Gregory Leary (The Leary Family)
Saturday, March 29
8:15 a.m. Special Intention of John Shepherd
(Lauren Jazwiec)
4:00 p.m. + Thomas Fristad (James & Diane Vincent)
Sunday, March 30
8:30 a.m. For the Living & Deceased Members
of our Parish
10:30 a.m. The Lawrence Sur Family (Anita Claricoates)
12:30 p.m. + Emmagene Bohlander (Lauren Jazwiec)
5:00 p.m. + John Bohlander (Lauren Jazwiec)

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP MARCH 16, 2025

Envelopes ... $ 44,409.93
Online GiViING wovvveirieieeietec e $ 13,418.00
13 2= $ 57,827.93

PARISH CALENDAR: MARCH

SUNDAY, Parish Life Fair after all Masses

March 23 Confessions before morning Masses

9:00 a.m. OCIA (UMR)

9:00 a.m. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (A)
9:30 a.m. PSR (LMR)

6:00 p.m. High School Youth Group (G)

Monday, Eucharistic Exposition (AC)

March 24 7:00 a.m. Confessions (C)

6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (U)

7:00 p.m. Lenten Book Study (MH)

Tuesday, The Anunciation of the Lord

March 25 Parish Office Closed

Eucharistic Exposition (AC)

7:00 a.m. Confessions (C)

9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 40 Days of Adoration (C)

Wednesday, | Eucharistic Exposition (AC)

March 26 7:00 a.m. Confessions (C)

5:30 p.m. WFF Stations of the Cross (C)

6:00 p.m. Mass, followed by Holy Hour & Confessions (C)

Thursday, Eucharistic Exposition (AC)

March 27 7:00 a.m. Confessions (C)

6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts (U)

6:00 p.m. Young Adult Ministry: Suffering &
Embracing the Cross (UMR)

7:00 p.m. Choir Practice (C)

7:00 p.m. Lenten Speaker Series:
How to Make a Holy Hour (MH)

Friday, Eucharistic Exposition (AC)

March 28 7:00 a.m. Confessions (C)

9:30 a.m. Mom's Day Out (UMR)
12:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (C)
12:00 p.m. Confessions (C)

5:00 p.m. Fish Fry (MH,U)

7:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross (C)
7:30 p.m. Opus Dei (UMR)

Saturday, 6:45 a.m. Men's Faith & Fellowship (UMR)
March 29 7:00 a.m. Pietra (LMR)

9:30 a.m. Opus Dei (UMR, C)

2:30 p.m. Confessions (C)

6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts Event (U)

SUNDAY, Confessions before morning Masses

March 30 9:00 a.m. OCIA (UMR)

9:00 a.m. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (A)
9:30 a.m. PSR (LMR)

6:00 p.m. High School Youth Group (G)

To view Parish Masses & Ministry Activities in advance,
please view our Parish Calendar online by visiting:
www.saintmichael-cd.org/about-us/calendar/.
(U) = Undercroft/Cafeteria, (S) = School, (C) = Church, (G) = Gym, (MH) =
Marian Hall, (SL) = School Library, (UMR) = Meeting room on the first floor
of the Parish Ministry Center, (LMR) = Meeting room in the basement of
the Parish Ministry Center, (AC) = Adoration Chapel, (A) = Atrium




FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Parishioners of St. Michael,

Praised be Jesus Christ!

While it may seem odd to highlight a couple of great moments for celebration during the Holy Season of Lent, it is good to
remember we have an inherent harmony within our faith, a real balance between Feasting and Fasting.

A great big THANK-YOU to everyone who helped organize our first St. Joseph’s Table on March 19th. More than 200 people
attended the Mass and the “Table” that followed. So many comments and compliments were shared about the wide range
and great mix of parishioners who attended. Let’s look ahead to what next year's St. Joseph'’s Table will bring!

This coming week, we have another great Solemnity, that of the Annunciation of the Lord on March 25th. Let's remember
this Solemnity has great Marian overtones, while being focused on the Word taking flesh within the womb of Our Lady. The
reality of the Divine Child dwelling within the womb of Our Lady from conception to birth sings a powerful Pro-Life message
to the whole world.

The Solemnity of the Annunciation on March 25th is also St. Michael’s host day as a Station Church for the 40 Days of
Adoration. Every day in Lent, there is a Station Church for the faithful to make a pilgrimage to and pray, it's a practice of
prayerful pilgrimage for Lent. The Lord will be exposed in the church on the main altar for Adoration as members of the
faithful from across the diocese make their pilgrimage to St. Michael, since we are the Station Church for the day. Please
come and visit the Lord!

Please remember to bring any and all old blessed palms you may have from previous years. They may be left in Marian Hall
in the basket provided.

Also, with the changing weather and seasons, if you have an American flag that needs to be retired, as perhaps you have
purchased a new one, please remember our Boy Scouts have a flag drop box in Marian Hall. The Boy Scouts will give a
proper, respectful and honorable retirement to these flags. May we never forget the many men and women who died in
defense of everything the flag represents. (The flag drop box is opposite the St. Therese statue.)

In Jesus and Mary,

Fr. Stash Dailey

AROUND THE PARISH



Do This in Remembrance of Me; Part 42: The Eucharistic Prayer
After the Prayer over the Offerings, we now come to the Eucharistic Prayer. According to the General Instruction of the Roman
Missal, “Now the center and high point of the entire celebration begins, namely, the Eucharistic Prayer itself, that is, the prayer of
thanksgiving and sanctification. The priest calls upon the people to lift up their hearts to the Lord in prayer and thanksgiving; he
associates the people with himself in the Prayer that he addresses in the name of the entire community to God the Father
through Jesus Christ in the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, the meaning of this Prayer is that the whole congregation of the faithful joins
with Christ in confessing the great deeds of God and in the offering of Sacrifice. The Eucharistic Prayer requires that everybody
listens to it with reverence and in silence” (GIRM, 78).

Here we gol For those longing for the true presence of Jesus, the time is drawing near! For those who yearn to pray well, we are
invited to participate in the perfect prayer of Jesus—his perfect sacrifice and worship of the Father. Throughout the Eucharistic
Prayer, we can find a great outline and model for our own prayer. By taking a closer look at the main components, we can
hopefully enter more fruitfully into this wonderful prayer.

The Elements of the Eucharistic Prayer

As the General Instruction of the Roman Missal continues, “The main elements of which the Eucharistic Prayer consists may be
distinguished from one another in this way:

a) The thanksgiving (expressed especially in the Preface), in which the priest, in the name of the whole of the holy people, glorifies
God the Father and gives thanks to him for the whole work of salvation or for some particular aspect of it, according to the
varying day, festivity, or time of year.

b) The acclamation, by which the whole congregation, joining with the heavenly powers, sings the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy). This
acclamation, which constitutes part of the Eucharistic Prayer itself, is pronounced by all the people with the priest.

¢) The epiclesis, in which, by means of particular invocations, the Church implores the power of the Holy Spirit that the gifts
offered by human hands be consecrated, that is, become Christ’s Body and Blood, and that the unblemished sacrificial Victim to
be consumed in Communion may be for the salvation of those who will partake of it.

d) The institution narrative and Consecration, by which, by means of the words and actions of Christ, that Sacrifice is effected
which Christ himself instituted during the Last Supper, when he offered his Body and Blood under the species of bread and wine,
gave them to the Apostles to eat and drink, and leaving with the latter the command to perpetuate this same mystery.

e) The anamnesis, by which the Church, fulfilling the command that she received from Christ the Lord through the apostles,
celebrates the memorial of Christ, recalling especially his blessed Passion, glorious Resurrection and Ascension into heaven.

f) The oblation, by which, in this very memorial, the Church, in particular that gathered here and now, offers the unblemished
sacrificial Victim in the Holy Spirit to the Father. The Church'’s intention, indeed, is that the faithful not only offer this unblemished
sacrificial Victim but also learn to offer their very selves, and so day by day to be brought, through the mediation of Christ, into
unity with God and with each other, so that God may at last be all in all.

g) The intercessions, by which expression is given to the fact that the Eucharist is celebrated in communion with the whole Church,
of both heaven and of earth, and that the oblation is made for her and for all her members, living and dead, who are called to
participate in the redemption and salvation purchased by the Body and Blood of Christ.

h) The concluding Doxology, by which the glorification of God is expressed and which is affirmed and concluded by the people’s
acclamation, Amen” (GIRM, 79; emphases added).

In the weeks ahead, we'll be taking a closer look at the Eucharistic Prayers and these individual parts. Is anyone wondering how
much longer before Holy Communion? The wait will definitely be worthwhilel

For Reflection:

1. Next time you participate in Mass, see if you can identify the different elements of the Eucharistic Prayer. Even if you do not
observe all eight elements described in the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, take the opportunity to listen closely to the
elements you do hear.

2. Consider bringing the structure of the elements of the Eucharistic Prayer into your own time of reflection or meditation. For
example, take time to thank God, acclaim him, implore an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, recall the institution of the Eucharist and
Christ’s Paschal Mystery, offer yourself to the Father through Christ, pray for your own intentions, and give glory to God through
a concluding “Glory be...".

Do This in Remembrance of Me; Part 43: The Preface

As we continue our journey through the Eucharistic Prayer, we turn to teaching from the Diocese of Peoria: “The Eucharistic
prayer is the center and summit of the entire Mass. Eucharist means thanksgiving. The Eucharistic prayer is a celebration of
thanksgiving and sanctification. The Mass offers the fitting praise and worship to God as it places before his throne the sacrifice
of his Son on the Cross... The Eucharistic Prayer offers gratitude to God, as it is the prayer of his Son, Jesus. Acting in the person




of Christ, the priest, in the name of the community, offers this great prayer of adoration and praise to the Father through the
power of the Holy Spirit” ("A Study of the Mass,” p. 13). Very clearly at the forefront, we are giving thanks to God as we are
gathered around the altar. A special part of the prayers at the altar that highlights thanksgiving is called the Preface.

A Prayer That Unifies through the Centuries

The Preface begins with a familiar dialogue:

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right and just.

As Edward Sri notes, "This dialogue is first reported in the Eucharistic prayer of St. Hippolytus (c. A.D. 215). Now, eighteen
centuries later, we continue to say the same words, uniting us with the Christians of the early Church” (A Biblical Walk Through
the Mass, p. 95). | enjoy sharing this stretch into history with people when | offer explanatory Masses. Just let it sink in for a
moment: one of our oldest accounts of the Mass includes this dialogue. Think about all the Masses celebrated throughout history;
think about that unity in prayer with all those who have gone before us! As a priest, | am always strengthened by the thought that
some of those early priests who were saints and martyrs would have used these same words when offering the Mass. What an
amazing reminder of the unity we share through the Mass!

The first part of this dialogue takes us back to the beginning of the Mass, when the assembly is greeted by the celebrant. As
Edward Sri explains, the next part of the dialogue recalls Lamentations 3:41, “Let us lift up our hearts and hands to God in
heaven.” For us, Sri says, this is a “wake-up call” where the priest “is summoning us to give our fullest attention to what is about to
unfold.” Sri quotes St. Cyprian (+ A.D. 258), commenting on this part of the dialogue: “When we stand praying, beloved brethren,
we ought to be watchful and earnest with our whole heart, intent on our prayers. Let all carnal and worldly thoughts pass away,
nor let the soul at that time think on anything but the object of its prayer” (A Biblical Walk Through the Mass, p. 96-97). Very
clearly, the second exchange in the dialogue helps us renew our attention to God as we enter the Eucharistic Prayer.

A Prayer of Thanksgiving

For the last section of the dialogue, Sri reminds us that giving thanks to God “is a common biblical response to God's goodness
and to his saving works in our lives” (A Biblical Walk Through the Mass, p. 98). As we will see more next time, the words that follow
in the Preface will remind us of many different reasons to be thankful to God. Tying back to the Offertory, we can recall that we
are thankful for the blessings we have in terms of our livelihood and resources. We can think of God’s care for us and all he
provides for us. As Sri says so well, “We also should be thankful for the miracle about to take place in our midst, as the bread and
wine on the altar will be changed into the body and blood of Jesus. Our Lord and King will soon be with us in the Real Presence of
the Eucharist. Our hearts should be filled with gratitude as our church becomes like a new holy of holies, housing the divine
presence. What an awesome privilege it is for us to draw near! [...] There is so much to be thankful for at this moment in the
Liturgy! We therefore acknowledge that gratitude is the only fitting response to the mysteries about to unfold before us. In
answer to the priest’s invitation to thank the Lord, we say, ‘It is right and just™ (A Biblical Walk Through the Mass, p. 99). Amen!

For Reflection:

1. In your own time of prayer, whether in private or with others, consider using the Preface dialogue as a guide to beginning your
meditation in three phases: 1) Take a moment to be aware of God's presence. 2) Consciously lift up your heart to the Lord. 3) Give
him thanks. Let your prayer proceed from this starting point.

2. Father Luke, quoting Edward Sri, references Lamentations 3:41: “Let us lift up our hearts and hands to God in heaven.” As the
title of this book of the Bible suggests, this verse comes from a chapter about suffering. Consider reflecting on or even reading
Lamentations 3 out loud as a way of praying for those who are suffering at this time.

Up Next: The Preface as Thanksgiving & Sanctus

SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL IS HIRING

St. Michael School is seeking a full-time School Office Lead Administrative
Assistant and a part-time Aftercare Assistant. Interested candidates for either

position should submit a letter of interest, resume, and references to Sr. Mary
Regina, Principal, at principal@stmichaelworthington.org.




Lectio Divina

SCRIPTURE READING + MEDITATION + PRAYER + CONTEMPLATION

“What page, what passage of the inspired books of the Old and New Testaments
is not the truest of guides for human life?” ~Saint Benedict, from the Rule of Saint Benedict (73:3)

Jubilee Year 2025: Pilgrims of Hope
The Month of March is dedicated to Saint Joseph

“"What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to
the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear the
sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks like.” +SAINT AUGUSTINE

Monday, March 24 ~ Third Week in the Season of Lent

Holy Gospel: Luke 4:24-30 Jesus said to the people in the synagogue at Nazareth: “Amen, I say to you,
no prophet is accepted in his own native place. Indeed, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the
days of Elijah when the sky was closed for three and a half years and a severe famine spread over the
entire land. It was to none of these that Elijah was sent, but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land of
Sidon. Again, there were many lepers in Israel during the time of Elisha the prophet; yet not one of them
was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” When the people in the synagogue heard this, they were all
filled with fury. They rose up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their
town had been built, to hurl him down headlong. But he passed through the midst of them and went
away.

Meditation: When Jesus spoke in his hometown synagogue he startled his listeners with a seeming
rebuke that no prophet or servant of God can receive honor among his own people. He then angered them
when he complimented the gentiles who seemed to have shown more faith in God than the “chosen ones”
of Israel. They regarded gentiles as “fuel for the fires of hell.” Jesus' praise for “outsiders” caused them
offence because they were blind-sighted to God's mercy and plan of redemption for all nations. The word
of warning and judgment spoken by Jesus was met with hostility by his own people. They forcibly threw
him out of the city and would have done him harm had he not stopped them. The Lord offers us freedom
and pardon and the grace to walk in his way of truth and righteousness. His discipline is for our good that
we may share his holiness (Hebrews 12:10). “Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but whoever
hates reproof is stupid” (Proverbs 12:1). Do you seek the Lord for instruction and help so you can grow in
holiness and grace, and become a stronger disciple of Christ?

Prayer: May your unfailing compassion, O Lord, cleanse and protect your Church, and since without you
she cannot stand secure, may she be always governed by your grace. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: What limits God's grace and power in our lives to undergo change and transformation of
mind and heart? Indifference and lack of faith for sure! The prophets confronted God's people with their
indifference and unbelief. God's grace and mercy is offered freely to those who seek it with sincerity,
repentance, and faith. When Naaman, a non-Jew went to Jerusalem to seek a cure, the prophet Elisha
instructed him to bathe in the river. In faith he obeyed and was healed. Jesus did not hesitate to confront
his own people with their indifference and unbelief. Have you looked at where your faith life is? Are you
indifferent? Are you lukewarm about your faith, and how you live out your faith? If so, it's time to set
your faith on fire. But you need first to rid yourself of those things which hold you back - whatever they
may be. Pray that you will rid yourself of these barriers. Then free from those things which hold you back
may your faith life flourish and bear much fruit.

Tuesday, March 25 ~ Third Week in the Season of Lent
Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to
a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin's name was Mary. And
coming to her, he said, "Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you." But she was greatly troubled at what



was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give
him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom
there will be no end." But Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?"
And the angel said to her in reply, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold,
Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who
was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God." Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the
Lord. May it be done to me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

Meditation: In this particular passage of sacred scripture we see the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy and
the unfolding of God's plan of redemption in the events leading up to the Incarnation, the birth of the
Messiah. The new era of salvation begins with the conception of Jesus in the womb of Mary. This child to
be born is conceived by the action of the Holy Spirit upon Mary, who finds favor with God. As Eve was the
mother of all humanity doomed to sin, now Mary becomes the mother of the new Adam who will father a
new humanity by his grace (ref. Romans 5:12-21).

Prayer: O God, who willed that your Word should take on the reality of human flesh in the womb of the
Virgin Mary, grant, we pray, that we, who confess our Redeemer to be God and man, may merit to
become partakers even in his divine nature. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: How does Mary respond to the word of God delivered by the angel Gabriel? She knows
she is hearing something beyond human capability. It will surely take a miracle which surpasses all that
God has done previously. Her question, “how shall this be, since I have no husband” is not prompted by
doubt or skepticism, but by wonderment! She is a true hearer of the Word and she immediately responds
with faith, trust, and without hesitation. Mary's prompt response of "yes" to the divine message is a model
of faith for all believers. Mary believed God's promises even when they seemed impossible. She was full of
grace because she trusted that what God said was true and would be fulfilled. She was willing and eager
to do God's will, even if it seemed difficult or costly. Mary is the “"mother of God” because God becomes
incarnate when he takes on flesh in her womb. When we pray the Nicene Creed we state our confession of
faith in this great mystery: “For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of
the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and was made man.” God gives us grace and he
expects us to respond with the same willingness, obedience, and heartfelt trust as Mary did. When God
commands he also gives the help, strength, and means to respond. We can either yield to his grace or
resist and go our own way. Going our own way leads to nowhere; following Christ leads to eternal life.

Wednesday, March 26 ~ Third Week in the Season of Lent

Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:17-19 Jesus said to his disciples: “"Do not think that I have come to abolish the
law or the prophets. I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. Amen, I say to you, until heaven and earth
pass away, not the smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter will pass from the law, until all things
have taken place. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others
to do so will be called least in the Kingdom of heaven. But whoever obeys and teaches these
commandments will be called greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.”

Meditation: Jesus taught reverence for God's law - reverence for God himself, for the Lord's Day,
reverence or respect for parents, respect for life, for property, for another person's good name, respect for
oneself and for one's neighbor lest wrong or hurtful desires master us. Folks, reverence and respect for
God's commandments teach us the way of love - love of God and love of neighbor. What is impossible to
men and women is possible to God and those who put their faith and trust in God. Through the gift of the
Holy Spirit the Lord transforms us and makes us like himself. We are a new creation in Christ (2 Cor.
5:17) because "God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given
to us" (Romans 5:5). God gives us the grace to love as he loves, to forgive as he forgives, to think as he
thinks, and to act as he acts. The Lord loves justice and goodness and he hates every form of wickedness
and sin. He wants to set us free from our unruly desires and sinful habits, so that we can choose to live
each day in the peace, joy, and righteousness of his Holy Spirit (Romans 14: 17). To renounce sin is to
turn away from what is harmful and destructive for our minds and hearts, and our very lives. As his
followers we must love and respect his commandments and hate every form of sin. Do you love and
revere the commands of the Lord?



Prayer: Grant, we pray, O Lord, that, schooled through Lenten observance and nourished by your word,
through holy restraint we may be devoted to you with all our heart and be ever united in prayer. Through
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: How do you view the laws of God? Negatively? Positively? A pick-and-choose (“cafeteria
Catholic”) approach? Do you allow the human laws of any local, state or federal legislative body or the
human decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court to supersede the divine laws of God and the divine teachings
of Jesus Christ — especially when these laws or decisions are contrary to God or Jesus? Jesus' attitude
towards the law of God can be summed up in the great prayer of Psalm 119: "Oh, how I love your law! It
is my meditation all the day." For the people of Israel the “law” could refer to the Ten Commandments or
to the five Books of Moses, called the Pentateuch, which explain the commandments and ordinances of
God for his people. The “law” also referred to the whole teaching or way of life which God gave to his
people. The Jews in Jesus' time also used it as a description of the oral or scribal law. Needless to say, the
scribes added many more things to the law than God intended. That is why Jesus often condemned the
scribal law. It placed burdens on people which God had not intended. Jesus, however, made it very clear
that the essence of God's law - his commandments and his way of life — must be fulfilled. So, once again,
how do you view God’s law? How do you put God’s law into action and practice in your daily life?

Thursday, March 27 ~ Third Week in the Season of Lent

Holy Gospel: Luke 11:14-23 Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute, and when the demon had
gone out, the mute man spoke and the crowds were amazed. Some of them said, "By the power of
Beelzebul, the prince of demons, he drives out demons.” Others, to test him, asked him for a sign from
heaven. But he knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be laid
waste and house will fall against house. And if Satan is divided against himself, how will his kingdom
stand? For you say that it is by Beelzebul that I drive out demons. If I, then, drive out demons by
Beelzebul, by whom do your own people drive them out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if it is by
the finger of God that I drive out demons, then the Kingdom of God has come upon you. When a strong
man fully armed guards his palace, his possessions are safe. But when one stronger than he attacks and
overcomes him, he takes away the armor on which he relied and distributes the spoils. Whoever is not
with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.”

Meditation: Jesus' numerous exorcisms brought freedom to many who were troubled and oppressed by
the work of evil spirits. Jesus himself encountered personal opposition and battled with Satan when he
was put to the test in the wilderness just before his public ministry. He overcame the evil one through his
obedience to the will of his Father. Some of the Jewish leaders reacted vehemently to Jesus' healings and
exorcisms and they opposed him with malicious slander. How could he get the power and authority to
release individuals from Satan's power? They assumed that he had to be in league with Satan. They
attributed his power to Satan rather than to God. Jesus answers their charge with two arguments. There
were many exorcists in Palestine in Jesus' time. So Jesus retorted by saying that they also incriminate
their own kin who cast out demons. If they condemn Jesus they also condemn themselves. In his second
argument he asserts that no kingdom divided against itself cannot survive for long? We have witnessed
enough civil wars in our own time to prove the destructive force at work here for the annihilation of whole
peoples and their land. If Satan lends his power against his own forces then he is finished. How can a
strong person be defeated except by someone who is stronger? Jesus asserted his power and authority to
cast out demons as a clear demonstration of the reign of God.

Prayer: We implore your majesty most humbly, O Lord, that, as the feast of our salvation draws ever
closer, so we may press forward all the more eagerly towards the worthy celebration of the Paschal
Mystery. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: We live in a world of compromise. And yet, there are some aspects of our life that we
just cannot afford to compromise on - especially our faith life, and the teachings of the one, holy, Catholic
and Apostolic Church. The teachings of the Church are based on the laws of God and the teachings of
Jesus Christ. Jesus makes it clear that there are no neutral parties. We are either for Jesus or against
him, for the kingdom of God or against it. Once we start going down the road of compromise, we turn
against God and Jesus, because we begin to place our will above and before the will of God (sound
familiar — Adam and Eve?). There are two kingdoms in opposition to one another - the kingdom of God
and the kingdom of darkness under the rule of Satan. If we disobey God’s word - if we compromise God's
word - then we open to door to the power of sin and Satan in our lives. If you want to live in freedom



from sin and Satan, then your house - your life and all you possess - must be occupied by Jesus where he
is enthroned as Lord and Savior. Is the Lord Jesus the Master of your home, heart, mind, and will?

Friday, March 28 ~ Third Week in the Season of Lent

Holy Gospel: Mark 12:28-34 One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, “"Which is the first of all
the commandments?” Jesus replied, “The first is this: Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your
strength. The second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment
greater than these.” The scribe said to him, “Well said, teacher. You are right in saying, He is One and
there is no other than he. And to love him with all your heart, with all your understanding, with all your
strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is worth more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” And
when Jesus saw that he answered with understanding, he said to him, “You are not far from the Kingdom
of God.” And no one dared to ask him any more questions.

Meditation: How do love and obedience to God’s law go together? The Pharisees prided themselves in the
knowledge of the law and their ritual requirements. They made it a life-time practice to study the 613
precepts of the Old Testament along with the numerous rabbinic commentaries. They tested Jesus to see
if he correctly understood the law as they did. Jesus startled them with his profound simplicity and
mastery of the law of God and its purpose. What does God require of us? Simply that we love as he loves!
God is love and everything he does flows from his love for us. God loved us first and our love for him is a
response to his exceeding grace and kindness towards us. The love of God comes first and the love of
neighbor is firmly grounded in the love of God. The more we know of God's love and truth the more we
love what he loves and reject what is hateful and contrary to his will. What, then, makes our love for God
and his commands grow in us? Faith in God and hope in his promises strengthens us in the love of God.
They are essential for a good relationship with God, for being united with him. The more we know of God
the more we love him and the more we love him the greater we believe and hope in his promises. The
Lord, through the gift of the Holy Spirit, gives us a new freedom to love as he loves. Do you allow
anything to keep you from the love of God and the joy of serving others with a generous heart?
Remember and reflect on what Saint Paul the Apostle said: “Hope does not disappoint us, because God's
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us” (Romans 5:5).

Prayer: Pour your grace into our hearts, we pray, O Lord, that we may be constantly drawn away from
unruly desires and obey by your own gift the heavenly teaching you give us. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Contemplation: The following prayer by Saint Anselm is worth contemplating on this day: "We love you,
O our God; and we desire to love you more and more. Grant to us that we may love you as much as we
desire, and as much as we ought. O dearest friend, who has so loved and saved us, the thought of whom
is so sweet and always growing sweeter, come with Christ and dwell in our hearts; that you keep a watch
over our lips, our steps, our deeds, and we shall not need to be anxious either for our souls or our bodies.
Give us love, sweetest of all gifts, which knows no enemy. Give us in our hearts pure love, born of your
love to us, that we may love others as you love us. O most loving Father of Jesus Christ, from whom flows
all love, let our hearts, frozen in sin, cold to you and cold to others, be warmed by this divine fire. So help
and bless us in your Son."

Antiphons and scripture passages courtesy of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. Daily meditations
and contemplations adapted from Biblical Medications for Lent by Rev. Carroll Stuhlmueller, C.P.;
prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011; information about saints,
solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of the Catholic Culture web site.

frlumpe:2025

“Let us ask ourselves: Am I convinced that the Lord forgives my sins? Or do I act as if I can save
myself? Do I long for salvation and call upon God’s help to attain it? Do I concretely experience the
hope that enables me to interpret the events of history and inspires in me a commitment to justice and
fraternity, to care for our common home and in such a way that no one feels excluded? Sisters and
brothers, thanks to God’s love in Jesus Christ, we are sustained in the hope that does not disappoint
(cf- Romans 5:5). Hope is the ‘sure and steadfast anchor of the soul’ (¢f. Catechism of the Catholic
Church, 1820). It moves the Church to pray for ‘everyone to be saved’ (1 Tim2:4) and to look forward
to her being united with Christ, her bridegroom, in the glory of heaven.”

~Pope Francis, excerpt of the Holy Father’s 2025 Message for Lent






GET INVOLVED
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HERITAGE GIRLS!
Our parish is in the
beginning stages of
bringing American
Heritage  Girls  to
St. Michael. American Heritage Girls
is a Christ-centered character and
leadership development program for
school-age girls. AHG is dedicated
to the mission of building women of
integrity through service to God, family,
community and country. In order to get
started with this amazing program, we
need your help! If you have a daughter
(or daughters!) who would be interested
in joining AHG at St. Michael, please
scan the QR code to complete the
survey to help us as we plan. Questions?
Email our AHG leader, Katelyn Adams,
at ahg@saintmichael-cd.org.
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AROUND THE DIOCESE

CATHOLICHEALTHCARE ETHICS CONFERENCE
Healthcare professionals are invited to the third Converging Roads Healthcare Ethics Conference on April 5, 2025 from
8:45 a.m.-7:00 p.m. at the Pontifical College Josephinum in Columbus, OH. This one-day conference will explore the
theme of Virtue in Medicine and offers continuing education for healthcare professionals rooted in the Hippocratic and
Catholic ethical tradition. Registration: $75.00-$159.00, based on CME/CNE inclusion. This conference is presented by
the St. John Paul Il Foundation, the Diocese of Columbus, the Catholic Medical Association of Central Ohio, and Ohio
Dominican University. For more info, please visit convergingroads.com/columbus or email ellen@forlifeandfamily.org.

NAlohio Equities

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS

MATT GREGORY, SIOR, CCIM | MANAGING DIRECTOR
614-937-6501 | mgregory@ohioequities.com

605 S. Front St., Suite 200, Columbus, OH ohioequities.com

\'g
Y CONNELLS
MAPLE LEE

740-548—4082 614-975-1896
kelly@meachamrealestate.com

800-790-8980 www.kellymeacham.com

Kelly Meacham
Meacham Real Estate Company
Real Estate Agent

DR. AUDREY LOWER, D.M.D.

(614) 888-2563
6641 N. High Street, Suite 101, Worthington

FAITH
COMMUNITY
EXCELLENCE

BISHOPWAT TERSON.COM

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS
*¥E 614-739-0660

180 Northwoods Bivd.

Columbus, OH 43235

acceleration

« Audi
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+ Acura
« Honda
« Lexus
* Mercedes - Nissan

5193 N. High St. - Porsche - Sub
61 4'436'8085 Just north of Grac%land Mall - Vg{lf:w:lgen . Trl:yr?t;iu

Import Car Repair Specialists

How Can Better Hearing Improve
Your Life? Find out for FREE!

Luebbe call

6699 North High St. | 614-848-6699 | www.schoedinger.com |

Hearing 614-356-8069
) . Mary Lou Luebbe
5074 N. High St. www.HearOhio.com  Doctor of Audiology/Patron of Parishes

®
m Drew Sanderell

614-653-0639 * 1-877-DRY-TIME

www.mybasementdoctor.com

Dr. J. Lawrence Hutta & Dr. Pegah Kamrani

6641 N High St #104
Worthington, OH
614.885.2000
huttasmiles.com

PAT KEARNS-DAVIS
pkdavis@remax.cc.com

BRIDGID DAVIS-RAY  ADDIE DAVIS-HOLSINGER

AvGEr

HEATING AND COOLING RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
+ Gas - Oil +Electric *Heat Pumps -Humidifiers
1296 Dublin Road
www.favret.com -488-5211

Capital Centre, Inc.

614.447.1000

JACK L. WOODS
PLUMBING

The Trusted Name in
Plumbing Repairs and
Remodeling

614-882-9700

OH Lic. #25971

Four Generations
1440 Gemini Pl., Columbus, 43240
WWW.CARFAGNAS.COM - (614) 846-6340

Ttalian Food Headgquarters

Ohio’s Largest Italian Wine Selection
KEVIN DAVIS

TO ADVERTISE HERE,
CALL DEE PRINTING
AT 614-777-8700
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Our bulletin is printed at no cost
to the parish.

Our advertisers cover all
expenses.

We thank them and encourage
you to support their businesses.
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OUR SPECIALTIES INCLUDE: GENERAL ORTHOPEDICS -
FOOT & ANKLE-HAND & WRIST-JOINT PRESERVATION - NECK & SPINE

Al o

-
. i_i Funeral Homes Crematories
o S
“There is a
Difference”

Rutherford-Corbin Funeral Home
515 N. High St. * 614-885-4006

Rutherford Funeral Home

488 Yoeman Ave,

Rob Hamm
Owner

James J. Pardi, Il
Attorney at Law Parishioner
Practice Limited to Domestic
Relations & Family Law
614-221-2580
400 W. Wilson Bridge Rd, Suite 260
james@pardilaw.com

43201

614-489-8121

http://www.columbussealcoating.com

People with a lifelong love of music.
- - Learn to play with us!

Our Private music

lessons are F-U-N!

Covqaia

SURGERY - PHYSICAL MEDICINE & REHABILITATION - SHOULDER & 2383 N. High St. » 614-299-1153 Piano Brass e R, L
UPPER EXTREMITY - SPORTS MEDICINE - HIP & KNEE REPLACEMENT ~ Drums  Strings 614-396-8758
Singi ‘Woodwind:
TRAUMA & FRACTURE CARE Funeral Pre-Planning Available inging Woodwinds 2285 W Dublin Granville Rd 113
RutherfordF o Three Convenient Locations .
www.chambersmusicstudio.com borgatapizzacafe.com

Edward Jones Member SIPC

Partnering throughout the years to reach your financial goals.

Derek M Voytovich, CFP® CRPC®

Financial Advisor/Parishioner Trent D. Albright, M.D

6797 N High St Suite #218
Worthington, OH 43085-2533
614-848-7839

MKT-5894N-A edwardjones.com

89 E. Wilson Bridge Rd.

Worthington, Ohio

614-885-8833
www.worthingtoneye.com

Parishioner

“We Welcome
New Patients!”’

614-885-4754

www drlordo.com

Faith « Family ¢ Tradition

www.sfdstallions.org

Laurie Luft

St. Michael Parishioner

614.893.4200

www.LaurieLuft.com

VIRIBUS WELLNESS

& COUNSELING
VIRIBUS  614.681.0047
b 3 Individual and L

Family Counseling
Maria Elliott, LPCC  www.viribuswellness.com =

- E G AN Owned and Operated by the same family since 1859

NORTHWEST
5¥£‘s§.es 4661 Kenny Rd. * 451-5900
CENTRAL

A Growing Tradition

www.egan-ryan.com 403 E. Broad St. * 221-6665

<% CarDoctors

Trusted Auto Care Professionals
Parishioner Owned

A Sacred Trust
since 1850

St. Joseph Cemetery Lockbourne
Resurrection Cemetery Lewis Center

Holy Cross Cemetery Pataskala

Mt. Calvary Cemetery Columbus

catholiccemeteriesofcolumbus.org

KERNAN INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

HOME « AUTO
LIFE » BUSINESS

John Kernan, agent

614-764-0121 - 800-718-2663 toll free

Since 1961

UpTowne Flowery

2145 W. Dublin Granville Rd.,

614-889-1001 * www.uptowneflowers.com

North

Austin Goare
s
870 High St., Worthington
Cell: 614-563-6933

Worthington

7650 Rivers Edge Dr. Suite 250,
Columbus OH 43235
614-431-4329
Darnell.Perkins@LFG.com

Securifies and investment advisory services offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a broker-dealer (member
[SIPC) and registered investment advisor. Insurance offered through Lincoln affiliates and other fine companies. Lincolry
Financial Group is the marketing name for Lincoln National Corporation and its affiliates. CRN-4856741-071822

Darnell Perkins

Financial Planner
Parishioner

John & Carolyn
Phillips
Parishioners

Gameday Men's Health is dedicated to improving
the life of men and optimizing their health

614-695-6901

1335 Dublin Rd, Suite 114E Cols, 43215
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* Erectile Dysfi * Weight Loss

Vitamin/Peptides * EPat Therapy

e
Kitchens

Baths

Basements

Room Additions

oad e A

9932 Brewster Ln., Powell, OH 43065 | © e Birthday, Anniversary, Sympacky and
jtkernan@kernaninsurance.com ower 21 ‘@' Each Office Independently Owned & Operated EE
Dogs 100% All
Burgers Ohio Beef
Brats
GET BACKIN THE GAME |W&{Td/)

Shakes
Fries

Mon-Sat
11-7

2245 W Dublin Granville Rd in Linworth

www.junkyardhotdogs.com

Our bulletin is printed at
no cost to the parish.

Our advertisers cover all expenses.

We thank them and encourage
you to support their businesses.
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