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I see him, though not now; 
I observe him, though not near: 
A star shall advance from Jacob,
and a scepter shall rise from Israel.
Numbers 24: 17
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HOLY MASS SCHEDULE 
SEE BULLETIN FOR HOLY DAYS 

Saturday Vigil 4:00pm

Sunday 8:30am 
 10:30am 
 12:30pm
 5:00pm

Daily 
Monday-Friday 6:30am

Monday-Saturday 8:15am

Wednesday 6:00pm

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Sundays at 8:00am,  
9:45am & 11:45am 

Wednesdays from  
6:30pm - 7:30pm

Saturdays from  
2:30pm - 3:30pm

614.885.7814
SAINTMICHAEL-CD.ORG 

5750 NORTH HIGH STREET 
WORTHINGTON, OHIO  

43085

HOLY MASS SCHEDULE
SEE BULLETIN FOR HOLY DAYS

SATURDAY 8:15 am, 4:00 pm

SUNDAY  8:30 am, 10:30 am, 12:30 pm

DAILY  6:30 am MON - FRI 
8:15 am  MON, WED, THURS, FRI, SAT
7:00 pm TUE

to share 
our faith

to  live a  
sacramental  
life

614.885.7814   SAINTMICHAEL-CD.ORG     
5750 NORTH HIGH STREET   WORTHINGTON, OHIO  43085

TO SERVE IN  LOVE

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
2:00 pm on first and third Sundays. Pre-Baptism class is at 2:00 pm 
on second Sunday. All by appointment. Sponsors need letter from 
their pastor.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
2:30 - 3:30 pm on Saturday. Anytime upon request. 
(call for appointment.)

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
No date should be set prior to seeing a priest or deacon six months 
before desired date.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Please contact the Parish office at 614.885.7814.

facebook.com/stmichaelworthington

SATURDAY 4:00 pm Vigil Mass

SUNDAY 8:30 am, 10:30 am, 12:30 pm

DAILY 6:30 am MON.-FRI 
8:15 am MON., TUES., FRI., SAT.

Messina Financial Coaching

Tom Messina, Parishioner
Free Consultation

HopeForYourMoney.com

AA  SSaaccrreedd  TTrruusstt  

ssiinnccee  11885500

catholiccemeteriesofcolumbus.org

 St. Joseph Cemetery Lockbourne
 Resurrection Cemetery Lewis Center
 Holy Cross Cemetery  Pataskala
 Mt. Calvary Cemetery  Columbus

OF COLUMBUSOF COLUMBUS

BOB-BOYDBOB-BOYD

lincolnofcolumbus.com 
Sawmill & 270 • 614-863-2800

Owned and Operated by Local Parishioners

Laurie Luft
St. Michael Parishioner

614.893.4200614.893.4200
www.LaurieLuft.comParishioner

“We Welcome  
New Patients!” 

614-885-4754 
www.drlordo.com

Rutherford-Corbin Funeral Home
515 N. High St. • 614-885-4006

Rutherford Funeral Home
2383 N. High St. • 614-299-1153

Funeral Pre-Planning Available
RutherfordFuneralHome.com • info@RutherfordFuneralHome.com

“There is a
        Difference”

OUR SPECIALTIES INCLUDE: GENERAL ORTHOPEDICS – 
FOOT & ANKLE-HAND & WRIST-JOINT PRESERVATION – NECK & SPINE 
SURGERY – PHYSICAL MEDICINE & REHABILITATION – SHOULDER & 

UPPER EXTREMITY – SPORTS MEDICINE – HIP & KNEE REPLACEMENT – 
TRAUMA & FRACTURE CARE
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Partnering throughout the years to 
reach your financial goals.

Derek M Voytovich, CRPC™ 
Financial Advisor/Parishioner

6797 N High St Suite  #218 
Worthington, OH 43085-2533 
614-848-7839

Member SIPC 
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Derek M Voytovich, CFP® CRPC®

Owned and Operated by the same family since 1859

NORTHWEST 
4661 Kenny Rd. • 451-5900

CENTRAL 
403 E. Broad St. • 221-6665

A Growing Tradition
www.egan-ryan.com

HOME • AUTO
LIFE • BUSINESS

KERNAN INSURANCE  
AGENCY, INC.

John Kernan, Agent

614-764-0121 • 800-718-2663 toll free
9932 Brewster Ln., Powell, OH 43065

jtkernan@kernaninsurance.com

614.681.0047
Individual and 

Family Counseling
www.viribuswellness.com

VIRIBUS WELLNESS & COUNSELING

Maria Elliott,Maria Elliott,
LPCCLPCC

Rob Hamm 
Owner

488 Yoeman Ave, 
43201

614-489-8121
http://www.columbussealcoating.com

James J. Pardi, II
Attorney at Law Parishioner
Practice Limited to Domestic

Relations & Family Law
614-221-2580

400 W. Wilson Bridge Rd, Suite 260
james@pardilaw.com

Austin Goare
Sales Associate

Cell: 614-563-6933 
austingoare.remax@gmail.com 

7239 Sawmill Rd., Dublin, OH 43016
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Trent D. Albright, M.D.
89 E. Wilson Bridge Rd. 614-885-8833
Worthington, Ohio www.worthingtoneye.com

Three Convenient Locations

www.chambersmusicstudio.com

People with a lifelong love of music.
Learn to play with us!

Our Private music  
lessons are F-U-N!
Piano
Drums
Singing

Brass
Strings

Woodwinds

Eagle Specialty Remodeling
Kitchens  Basements

Baths  Room Additions
4920 Reed Road, Suite A

614-326-0011
The Carskadon Family

eagleknowsremodeling.com

Proud St. Michael Grads!
614.231.4979

www.solazzomarble.com
Serving Central Ohio since 1970

MARBLE • GRANITE • QUARTZ

Our bulletin is printed at  
no cost to the parish.

Our advertisers cover all expenses. 
We thank them and encourage 
you to support their businesses.

FFoorr  OOuurr  PPiicckkeerriinnggttoonn  LLooccaattiioonn

FFoorr  OOuurr  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn  LLooccaattiioonn

7846 Olentangy River Road,
Columbus, OH 43235

GENERAL PRACTICE

CIVIL LITIGATION

REAL ESTATE LAW

WILLS / TRUSTS / POA

P: (614) 436-6020
WWW.OREILLYLAWYERS.COM 

BUSINESS LAW

PROBATE LAW

30 HILL ROAD SOUTH, SUITE B     
PICKERINGTON, OH 43147 

GENERAL PRACTICE

CIVIL LITIGATION

REAL ESTATE LAW

WILLS / TRUSTS / POA

P: (614) 833-3777 
WWW.OREILLYLAWYERS.COM 

BUSINESS LAW

PROBATE LAW

Call for a frEE Consultation for ParishionErs!

7846 olEntangy rivEr road

Columbus, oh 43235
P: (614) 833-3777

WWW.orEillylaWyErs.Com
 – our PraCtiCE arEas – 

• • ESTATE PLANNING ESTATE PLANNING • • REAL ESTATE LAWREAL ESTATE LAW •  • BUSINESS LAWBUSINESS LAW
• • IRISH NATIONALITY ACT IRISH NATIONALITY ACT • • US/EIRE US/EIRE Export-Import LaExport-Import La •  • PROBATE LAWPROBATE LAW

Compliments of  

DARNELL & 
CARMEN PERKINS 

Parishioners

J.E. GONYA & ASSOCIATES
Real estate Appraisals and Consulting

 James E. Gonya
614-890-3409 93 Bishop Drive, Suite A
(C) 614-530-8302 Westerville, Ohio 43081

Joe & Tony Jr.
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SAINT MICHAEL
STAFF DIRECTORY
Website: saintmichael-cd.org
Parish Office: 614-885-7814

MINISTERS TO THE PARISH
Pastor: Father Stash Dailey
Parochial Vicar: Fr. David Johnstone
Priest in Residence/Diocesan Judicial Vicar:
  Fr. Robert Kitsmiller
Permanent Deacons:
  Dcn. John Crerand
  Dcn. Bill Demidovich
Pastoral Minister: Sr. Riya Mary
  srriya@saintmichael-cd.org
Youth Minister: Jake Asuncion
  jasuncion@saintmichael-cd.org
Director of RCIA: Jake Neal
  jneal@sjchcc.org

PARISH OFFICE
Business Manager: Kris Jesse
  kjesse@saintmichael-cd.org
Secretary & PGC: Kathy Trafford
  ktrafford@saintmichael-cd.org
Receptionist: Rhonda Marinelli
  rmarinelli@saintmichael-cd.org
Marketing & Communications:
  Rebecca Lund
  rlund@saintmichael-cd.org

ST. MICHAEL
PARISH SCHOOL
Website: stmichaelworthington.org
School Office: 614-885-3149
Principal: Sr. Mary Regina, O.P.
  principal@stmichaelworthington.org
Preschool Director: Laura Wells
  lwells@stmichaelworthington.org

PARISH REPRESENTATIVES
Athletic Association Representative:
  Adam Rohrer
  smaa@saintmichael-cd.org
Knights of Columbus Representative:
  Mike LaMorte
  grandknight@kofc11445.com
St. Vincent de Paul Society Representative:
  Elaine Miracle
  svdp@saintmichael-cd.org
Parish Council Representative: 
  Martha Bogue

SAINT MICHAEL
INFORMATION CENTER
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Pre-Baptism classes offered at 2:00 p.m. on the second Sunday; 
preregistration required. All baptisms are by appointment only; sponsors 
need Letter from their pastor. Baptisms may be scheduled on Saturday 
mornings and Sunday afternoons. Please contact the Parish Office.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
No date should be set prior to seeing a priest or deacon six months 
before desired date.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Please contact the Parish Office.

ADORATION CHAPEL
There is no better way to spend an hour of your week than 
in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Consider signing 
up for Adoration. Our Adoration Chapel offers Eucharistic 

Exposition each Monday from 9:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m. and from 5:00 a.m. 
Tuesdays until 9:00 p.m. Friday evenings. Adoration is available at all 
other times with the Blessed Sacrament reposed in the tabernacle. 
Registration is easy to do from your phone. Visit StMichael.WeAdoreHim.
com to sign up or use the QR code.

MASS INTENTIONS
Mass Intentions are currently available to schedule for 2026. 
If you would like to remember a loved one in this way, please 
scan the QR code to order and pay online or visit the Parish 

Office. One should never forget the infinite graces that flow from the 
Sacrifice of the Mass which benefit one’s soul, both for the living and 
the deceased.

NEW MEMBERS
Registering in a parish is a declaration of your desire to be 
part of a Catholic community and a commitment to the life 
of the parish family. We are often asked to provide affidavits 

for parishioner standing. We can only do this if a person is a registered, 
active, and contributing member in our parish. You can register 
by scanning the QR code above or by visiting our website at www.
saintmichael-cd.org.

LOW-GLUTEN HOST
If you are in need of a low-gluten host, please scan this QR 
code for full details.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
To submit a bulletin request, the request must be made no later than 
12:00 p.m., Monday. Send bulletin requests to rlund@saintmichael-cd.
org with “BULLETIN REQUEST” in the subject line with all details and 
contact person for questions. Early submission deadlines may be required 
surrounding holidays. All bulletin requests are subject to approval.

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
St. Michael’s Homebound Minstry is available to bring the Eucharist 
to the homebound. If you or a loved one within St. Michael Parish 
boundaries would like someone to bring the Eucharist to you, please 
reach out to Sr. Riya Mary to coordinate. She can be reached by calling 
the Parish Office or by emailing srriya@stmichael-cd.org.

ONLINE GIVING
St. Michael offers online giving as a convenient tool for you 
to use. Scan the QR code to learn more or to set up online 
contributions.



PARISH CALENDAR: DECEMBER
SUNDAY, December 21 9:00 a.m. PSR (A)

9:00 a.m. OCIA (UMR)
1:30 p.m. Christmas Decorating (MH, C)
2:00 p.m. Baptism (C)

Monday, December 22 Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
9:00 a.m. Christmas Decorating (MH, C)
5:30 p.m. PSR (A)
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (U)

Tuesday, December 23 Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
6:00 p.m. Historical Committee Meeting (U)

Wednesday, December 24 Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
Parish Office Closed
Christmas Vigil Masses at 4:00 p.m., 
  6:00 p.m., 10:00 p.m. & Midnight

Thursday, December 25 Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
Parish Office Closed
Christmas Masses at 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Friday, December 26 Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
Parish Office Closed

Saturday, December 27 2:30 p.m. Confessions (C)

SUNDAY, December 28 9:00 a.m. OCIA (UMR)
2:00 p.m. Seasons of Hope (UMR)

To view Parish Masses & Ministry Activities in advance, please view our Parish 
Calendar online by visiting www.saintmichael-cd.org/about-us/calendar/.

(U) = Undercroft/Cafeteria, (S) = School, (C) = Church, (G) = Gym, (MH) 
= Marian Hall, (SL) = School Library, (UMR) = Meeting room on the first 
floor of the Parish Ministry Center, (LMR) = Meeting room in the basement 

of the Parish Ministry Center, (AC) = Adoration Chapel, (A) = Atrium

DAILY MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 20
	 4:00 p.m.	 + Robert, Sr. & Marie Basehore (Robert & Kathie Basehore)

Sunday, December 21
	 8:30 a.m.	 Special Intention of Taylor Zupan (Leo Zupan)
	10:30 a.m.	 For the Living & Deceased Members of our Parish
	12:30 p.m.	 + Lisa Colosimo (The Jeffries Family)
	 5:00 p.m.	 + Dominico & Dominica Canini (Armando & Liliana Tempesta)

Monday, December 22
	 6:30 a.m.	 + Pope Francis (Norm & Rosa Lawton)
	 8:15 a.m.	 + Robert J. Martin (Julia Valley)

Tuesday, December 23
	 6:30 a.m.	 + Pat Heston (Karen & Luke Griffith)
	 8:15 a.m.	 + John & Linda Jeffries (The Jeffries Family)

Wednesday, December 24
	 6:30 a.m.	 + Deceased Mountie Priests
	 8:15 a.m.	 + Andrew & Ann Krsak (The Krsak Family)
	 4:00 p.m.	 + Rev. David Deibel (The Deibel Family)
	 6:00 p.m.	 Special Intention of the Fiala-Fristad Families
	10:00 p.m.	 + Barbara Truman (The Truman Family)
	12:00 a.m.	 + Fr. Frank Stanton

Thursday, December 25
	 8:30 a.m.	 For the Living & Deceased Members of our Parish
	10:30 a.m.	 + Pasquale & Cesidio Pizzutti

Friday, December 26
	 6:30 a.m.	 Special Intention of the Stanko & Stillina Families (Ron Stanko)
	 8:15 a.m.	 + Daniel Myers (The DeCenzo Family)

Saturday, December 27
	 8:15 a.m.	 + Souls in Purgatory
	 4:00 p.m.	 + Michael & Helen Kuvinka (Robert & Kathie Basehore)

Sunday, December 28
	 8:30 a.m.	 + John P. Crerand (Dcn. John & Mary Crerand)
	10:30 a.m.	 For the Living & Deceased Members of the 
		    Bohnen-Hartley Family (Brigitte Bohnen-Hartley)
	12:30 p.m.	 For the Living & Deceased Members of our Parish
	 5:00 p.m.	 + Jose Gregorio Hernandez (The Bowman Family)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 21, 2025

EXPERIENCE PIETRA
A whole-person fitness class that stretches 
and strengthens the body while refreshing 
the soul with prayer and meditation. In one 
hour, you will feel calmer, stronger, and 

renewed! Join our Pietra classes! Saturdays from 7:00-
8:00 a.m. at St. Michael Church. Contact Maria Elliott at 
maria@viribuswellness.com for more information or scan 
the QR code to sign up today.



FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This Sunday’s readings take a definite turn and direct us toward the coming of the Lord – the coming of the Lord that 
occurs in the Nativity. While Advent as a season has this overall focus on the Final Coming of the Lord, this Sunday we 
return with a spirit of gratitude and rejoicing to the coming of the Lord in His Incarnation and Nativity. We begin with 
the words of Isaiah, which announce that a Virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and He shall be called Emmanuel. 
Then conclude with the Gospel passage reminding us of those powerful words spoken to St. Joseph in his dream: 
“Do not be afraid.”

St. Joseph’s reputation was that of being a righteous man. That is the highest compliment one could receive, and yet, 
the words of the Angel let us know that there was a fear within Him when presented with the reality of God coming 
in the flesh as a baby. The words spoken to St. Joseph are words we each need to hear, DO NOT BE AFRAID. When 
presented with God’s plan and realizing it is very different than our own, we can often become timid and afraid of the 
unknown or become angry and resentful because it’s different than what we want. Fear is a powerful movement within 
us, and it drives us away from God.

Perhaps this is why St. John Paul II would always cry out and do so loudly, DO NOT BE AFRAID! He would preach 
those words from the Gospel often and everywhere. In our world and in our own time, we are in need of that same 
liberating message from the Father in Heaven, DO NOT BE AFRAID.

In these last few days before we gather again to worship in a spirit of joy and gratitude for the Birth of the Lord, may 
we allow our hearts to become a home where the Holy Spirit may descend upon us and rush within, driving out all 
fear, all anxiety – anything that is not of the Lord.

So many of our parishioners will be traveling or welcoming their loved ones who will travel to them. Please know of 
the prayers of your priests for a safe and enjoyable Christmas. While we are blessed to have so many Masses for the 
Solemnity of the Lord’s Nativity, there will be some which are more full than others. Regardless of the crowds, it will be 
such a great blessing to see all of you when, together as a family, we pray the Holy Mass in celebration of the Lord’s 
birth.

Entrusting each of you to the Father’s Love,

Fr. Stash Dailey

AROUND THE PARISH

A NOTE FROM FATHER DAILEY - THANKSGIVING AFTER HOLY MASS
In an effort to further our appreciation for the Holy Mass and to cultivate a sense of the Sacred in our lives, Bishop Fernandes 
has requested that all parishes address and, where needed, modify how devotions and prayers are offered following the 
Holy Mass. The goal is to allow for the Holy Mass to stand on its own as the highest prayer we can offer and enter into while 
also allowing for there to be a period of thanksgiving immediately following.
Thankfully here at St. Michael, we don’t need to modify our routine too drastically. The introduction of an intentional period  
of silence meant to cultivate an opportunity for thanksgiving will provide the needed moment for such an acknowledgement.
Following the conclusion of Masses, the St. Michael the Archangel prayer may begin only after the priest has reverenced the 
altar and genuflected toward the Lord in the tabernacle. Rather than moving immediately from the dismissal to the prayer, 
we will have a moment of silence needed for thanksgiving. I know it may not seem like that big of a deal to some, but 
introducing even this brief period of silence should help us give thanks for the gift of the Holy Mass and then also prepare 
us to return to the world and to do so with the protection of St. Michael the Archangel having been invoked. It will also slow 
down our prayers which oftentimes seem like a bit of a wordy marathon.
For those who pray the Holy Rosary after the Mass, I would ask that this powerful prayer begin once the priest has exited 
the sanctuary.
Every so often, there is a need to just pull back what has become routine and rushed so as to remember the power of 
silence, if even only for a moment.
Bishop Fernandes has not asked this of the Diocese because he hates tradition; quite the contrary, actually. It is a desire 
to assist the faithful in treasuring the gift of the Holy Mass, while also being truly prepared to return to one’s day with the 
appreciation for the gift of the Lord and the protection of St. Michael the Archangel.



DISCIPLE MAKER SURVEY
FOR ST. MICHAEL 
Our parish is on a journey to know, 
love and serve Christ better and 
thrive! We want to hear from our 

parishioners! Complete the Disciple Maker Index 
(DMI) Survey today. The Survey assesses our 
unique strengths and opportunities. Share your 
perspective now to help strengthen St. Michael 
the Archangel Parish and better prepare us for 
the future. For the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) 
Survey link, please scan the QR code.



www.emmausroadscholarship.org

Give today! 
Visit www.emmausroadscholarship.org to
make a secure gift or mail us a check!

Designate St. Michael School as the
recipient of your gift.

Save the official tax receipt mailed to you -
youʼll need it come tax time!

Enter your donation on line 15 of the 
Ohio IT 1040 Schedule of Credits

Watch your Ohio tax liability melt away
dollar-for-dollar and potentially increase
your refund!

Anyone can make a gift, regardless
of your household income. If you have earned 

income in the state of Ohio, you qualify for this credit. 

Five Steps to Making An Impact 

Reduce your
income taxes. . .

 

Did you know that you can redirect the Ohio income
taxes you already pay to create need-based
scholarships for students to receive an authentic
and unapologetically Catholic education?

Itʼs true! When you give to the Emmaus Road 
Scholarship Fund, the state of Ohio allows
you to claim a dollar-for-dollar credit*
against your state tax liability. 
Giving - and getting - couldnʼt be easier!

...and invest in the future success of
students at St. Michael School!

197 E. Gay Street, Columbus, OH 43215
614.221.5829

Ohio tax credit is up to $750 per person, or
$1,500 if married filing jointly. Based on tax rates
posted by the Ohio Department of Taxation, an
individual with an annual income of $40,000 has
an average state tax liability of $750. Consult a
tax advisor for guidance on your specific
situation. The Diocesan Education Corporation
(dba Emmaus Road Scholarship Fund) is a
certified scholarship granting organization (SGO)
in the state of Ohio.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“What page, what passage of the inspired books of the Old and New Testaments 

is not the truest of guides for human life?” +Saint Benedict, from the Rule of Saint Benedict (73:3) 

 

The month of December is dedicated to the Immaculate Conception 
 

“Let us prepare ourselves for His Kingdom, let us welcome it. The little child, Jesus of 
Nazareth, will lead us!  He who placed himself in our hands, from the night of His birth to 
the dark hour of His death on the cross, shines upon our history as the rising Sun. A new 

day has begun: let us arise and walk in His light!” +POPE LEO XIV, ANGELUS, DEC. 7, 2025 
 

Monday, December 22 ~ Fourth Week in the Season of Advent 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:46-56 Mary said: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices 
in God my savior. for he has looked upon his lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who 
fear him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, and has scattered the proud in their 
conceit. He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the lowly. He has filled the 
hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has come to the help of his servant 
Israel for he remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his 

children for ever.” 
 

Mary remained with Elizabeth about three months and then returned to her home. 
 

Meditation: Mary accepted her mission with uncompromising faith and obedience. She acted with 
unwavering trust and faith because she believed that God would fulfill the word he had spoken. Her great 
hymn of praise echoes the song of Hannah (see 1 Samuel 2:1-10) and proclaims the favor of the Lord: 
God exalts the lowly and he fills the hungry with good things. Hannah like Mary had been without child 
and God in a marvelous way gave her a son, named Samuel, whom she dedicated at an early age to the 
service of the Lord (1 Sam. 1:24ff.)  Mary, too, would lose her son to a servant ministry that would take 
him to the cross. Christmas is a time for renewing our faith and hope in God and in his promises and for 
deepening our love for God and for neighbor. 
 

Prayer: O God, who, seeing the human race fallen into death, willed to redeem it by the coming of your 
Only Begotten Son, grant, we pray, that those who confess his Incarnation with humble fervor may merit 
his company as their Redeemer. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Those who hunger for the Lord will not be disappointed. The Lord himself will fill them 
with the fruits of his peace, joy, and righteousness. We see God's boundless love manifested in the 
promise of a Redeemer. As the events leading to the birth of our Savior unfold we see all the prophecies, 
promises and prayers of the Old Testament being fulfilled because "God so loved the world that he gave 
us his only Son" (John 3:16). The Gospel of Luke reveals the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in 
Mary's life. When Elizabeth and Mary greeted one another, they were filled with the Holy Spirit and with a 
joyful anticipation of the fulfillment of God's promise to give a Savior. John the Baptist, even before the 
birth of the Messiah, pointed to his coming and leapt for joy in the womb of his mother as the Holy Spirit 
revealed to him the presence of the King to be born. The Holy Spirit is God's gift to us to enable us to 
know and experience the way in which God reigns within each of us.   
 

Tuesday, December 23 ~ Fourth Week in the Season of Advent 
Optional Memorial: Saint John of Kanty, Priest 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:57-66 When the time arrived for Elizabeth to have her child she gave birth to a 
son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy toward her, and they 
rejoiced with her. When they came on the eighth day to circumcise the child, they were going to call him 
Zechariah after his father, but his mother said in reply, “No. He will be called John.”  But they answered 

her, “There is no one among your relatives who has this name.” So they made signs, asking his father 



what he wished him to be called. He asked for a tablet and wrote, “John is his name,” and all were 
amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened, his tongue freed, and he spoke blessing God. Then fear 
came upon all their neighbors, and all these matters were discussed throughout the hill country of Judea. 
All who heard these things took them to heart, saying, “What, then, will this child be? For surely the hand 
of the Lord was with him.” 
 

Meditation:  Are you surprised to see the relatives of Zechariah and Elizabeth quibble over what to name 

their newborn child? Don’t we do the same thing? This child, however, has been named from above! And 
Elizabeth is firm in her faith and determined to see that God be glorified through this child. The name John 
means "the Lord is gracious." In the birth of John and in the birth of Jesus the Messiah we see the grace of 
God breaking forth into a world broken by sin and death and without hope. John’s miraculous birth shows 
the mercy and favor of God in preparing his people for the coming of its Lord and Savior, the Christ. 
 

Prayer: Grant, we pray, almighty God, that by the example of the Priest Saint John of Kanty we may 

advance in knowledge of holy things and by showing compassion to all, may gain forgiveness in your 
sight. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation:  When God acts to save us he graciously fills us with his Holy Spirit and makes our faith 
“alive” to his promises. Do you make your life an offering to God, along with your family, and all that you 
possess?  God wants to fill us with his glory all the days of our lives, from birth through death. Renew the 

offering of your life to God and give him thanks for his mercy and favor towards you? 
 

Wednesday, December 24 ~ Fourth Week in the Season of Advent 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:67-69 Zechariah his father, filled with the Holy Spirit, prophesied, saying: 
 

“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; for he has come to his people and set them free. He has raised up 
for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of his servant David. Through his prophets he promised of old 
that he would save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us. He promised to show mercy 
to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant. This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to 
set us free from the hand of our enemies, free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before 
the Lord to prepare his way, to give his people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. In 
the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us, to shine on those who dwell 
in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 

Meditation: The Holy Spirit gave Zechariah a vision for his own son as a prophet and forerunner who 
would prepare the way for the Messiah. Every devout Jew longed for the day when the Messiah would 
come. Now Zechariah knows beyond a doubt that that day is very near. Like Zechariah, the Holy Spirit 
wants to give us vision, joy, and confidence in the knowledge of God's merciful love, protection, and care 
which he offers us through his Son Jesus Christ. Like the Baptist, we too are called to prepare the way 
that leads to Christ. Life is a journey, and we are either moving towards the Lord or away from the Lord. 

The Lord comes to visit us each day with his life-giving Word and Spirit. Those who hunger for the Lord 
will not be disappointed. He will draw us to himself and show us his unbounded love and mercy.  
 

Prayer: Come quickly, we pray, Lord Jesus, and do not delay, that those who trust in your compassion 
may find solace and relief in your coming. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Does the proclamation of the gospel fill you with joy and hope? When the Lord comes to 
redeem us he fills us with his Holy Spirit, the source of our joy and hope in the promises of God. John the 
Baptist was born shortly before Mary delivered her son, Jesus. When John was circumcised on the eighth 
day according to the Jewish rite, his father Zechariah was "filled with the Holy Spirit" and with great joy. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit he spoke out a prophetic word and hymn of blessing for the work of redemption 
which God was about to accomplish in Christ. He foresaw the fulfillment of God's promise to David and his 
descendants that David's dynasty would endure forever through the coming of the Messianic King (2 

Samuel 7:16). This King would establish peace and security for his people.  We often think of peace as the 
absence of trouble. The peace which the Messiah brings cancels the debt of our sins and restores our 
broken relationship with God. 

Thursday, December 25 ~ Christmas Day 

The Birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world 
should be enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all went to be 



enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, 
to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, to be 
enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
have her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  
 

Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and keeping the night watch over their flock. 

The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
struck with great fear. The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you 
who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, 
praising God and saying: 
 

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
 

From a Sermon by Pope Saint Leo the Great: Dearly beloved, today our Savior is born; let us rejoice! 
Sadness should have no place on the birthday of life. The fear of death has been swallowed up; life brings 
us joy with the promise of eternal happiness. No one is shut out from this joy; all share the same reason 
for rejoicing. Our Lord, victor over sin and death, finding no man free from sin, came to free us all. Let the 
saint rejoice as he sees the palm of victory at hand. Let the sinner be glad as he receives the offer of 

forgiveness. Let the pagan take courage as he is summoned to life. In the fullness of time, chosen in the 
unfathomable depths of God’s wisdom, the Son of God took for himself our common humanity in order to 
reconcile it with its creator. He came to overthrow the devil, the origin of death, in that very nature by 
which he had overthrown mankind. And so at the birth of our Lord the angels sing in joy: Glory to God in 
the highest, and they proclaim peace to men of good will as they see the heavenly Jerusalem being built 
from all the nations of the world. When the angels on high are so exultant at this marvelous work of God’s 
goodness, what joy should it not bring to the lowly hearts of men? Beloved, let us give thanks to God the 

Father, through his Son, in the Holy Spirit, because in his great love for us he took pity on us, and when 
we were dead in our sins he brought us to life with Christ, so that in him we might be a new creation. Let 
us throw off our old nature and all its ways and, as we have come to birth in Christ, let us renounce the 
works of the flesh. Christian, remember your dignity, and now that you share in God’s own nature, do not 
return by sin to your former base condition. Bear in mind who is your head and of whose body you are a 
member. Do not forget that you have been rescued from the power of darkness and brought into the light 

of God’s kingdom. Through the sacrament of baptism you have become a temple of the Holy Spirit. Do not 
drive away so great a guest by evil conduct and become again a slave to the devil, for your liberty was 
bought by the blood of Christ. [From the Office of Readings for Christmas Day] 
 

Christmas Thoughts of Father Thomas Merton, OCSO: “The mystery of Christmas therefore lays upon 
us all a debt and an obligation to the rest of the human race and to the whole created universe. We who 
have seen the light of Christ are obliged by the greatness of the grace that has been given us to make 

known the presence of the Savior to the ends of the earth. This we will do not only by preaching the glad 
tidings of his coming, but above all by revealing him in our lives. Christ is born to us in order that he may 
appear to the whole world through us.” 
 

Prayer: O God, who gladden us year by year as we wait in hope for our redemption grant that, just as we 
joyfully welcome your Only Begotten Son as our Redeemer, we may also merit to face him confidently 
when he comes again as our Judge. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Contemplation: Christians never cease proclaiming anew the wonder of the Incarnation. The Son of God 
assumed a human nature in order to accomplish our salvation in it. The Son of God worked with human 
hands; he thought with a human mind. He acted with a human will, and with a human heart he loved.  
Born of the Virgin Mary, he has truly been made one of us, like to us in all things except sin (Gaudium et 
Spes). If we are going to behold the glory of God we will do it through Jesus Christ. Jesus became the 
partaker of our humanity so we could be partakers of his divinity (2 Peter 1:4). God's purpose for us, even 
from the beginning of his creation, is that we would be fully united with Him. When Jesus comes, God is 
made known as “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” By our being united in Jesus, God becomes 
our Father and we become his sons and daughters. 

 

Friday, December 26 ~ Second Day in the Octave of Christmas 
Feast of Saint Stephen, Martyr 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 10:17-22 Jesus said to his disciples: “Beware of men, for they will hand you 

over to courts and scourge you in their synagogues, and you will be led before governors and kings for my 
sake as a witness before them and the pagans. When they hand you over, do not worry about how you 
are to speak or what you are to say. You will be given at that moment what you are to say. For it will not 
be you who speak but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will hand over brother to 
death, and the father his child; children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. You will 
be hated by all because of my name, but whoever endures to the end will be saved.” 
 

Meditation:  What is the connection between Bethlehem and Calvary – the birth of our Savior Jesus 
Christ and his passion and death on a cross? The very reason the Son of God took on flesh and became a 
man for our sake was to redeem us from slavery to sin and death and to give us new life as the adopted 
children of God. The way to glory in the kingdom of God is through the cross. If we want to share in Jesus' 
glory, then we, too, must take up our cross each day and follow in his footsteps. Jesus never hesitated to 
tell his disciples what they might expect if they followed him. Here Jesus says to his disciples: This is my 

task for you at its grimmest and worst; do you accept it? This is not the world's way of offering a job. This 
is not the message we prefer to hear when the Lord commissions us in his service. Nonetheless, our 
privilege is to follow in the footsteps of the Master who laid down his life for us. The Lord gives us 
sufficient grace to follow him and to bear our cross with courage and hope. 
 

Prayer: Grant, Lord, we pray, that we may imitate what we worship, and so learn to love even our 
enemies, for we celebrate the heavenly birthday of a man who know how to pray even for his persecutors. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Today’s Gospel is tied into this scene we leave with Stephen’s death as Jesus tells us to 
beware of men who will hand you over to courts, governors and kings for His sake. Then he says “When 
they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say. You will be given at 
that moment what you are to say” (Matthew 10:19). Reading these words makes one recall the words 

that Stephen spoke on his death bed. Witnesses say he was radiating. It is this model of our saints that 
can be somewhat frightening to imagine. Could we possibly endure this pain and suffering because of our 
Faith? The Gospel suggests that Stephen might have been removed from the pain and suffering because 
he put his trust in the Lord; we cannot know for certain. His consent to allow the Holy Spirit to dwell in 
him was a good indication of the strength of his prayer life. So, just one day past the celebration of 
Christ’s Birth, we are reminded why Jesus came. Let us pray for strength for the journey. We do not know 
that we may be called upon to defend our Faith; as was passed on by Saint Stephen. As he was able, let 
us also be ready to receive our instruction. If we are listeners of the Word, we can be doers of the Word 
as well. Jesus said “You will be hated by all because of my name, but whoever endures to the end will be 
saved” (Matthew 10:22). 

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical 
edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with 
permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in 
writing from the copyright owner. Meditations and contemplations adapted from Biblical Meditations for Advent  

by Rev. Carroll Stuhlmueller, C.P.; prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011;  
information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of the Catholic Culture web site; 

artwork licensed through Adobe Stock and used with permission. 
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Abundant Blessings for a Joyous and Merry Christmas! 
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THE MUSEUM OF CATHOLIC ART AND HISTORY NATIVITY DISPLAYS
Come and celebrate the eason of Advent with a tour of various Nativity Displays at the Museum of Catholic Art and History. 
The Museum is open every week, Tuesday through Saturday, from 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. The last tour of every day will be 
held at 2:30 p.m. Admission is $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for children (ages 4-18) and seniors (65+), and $30.00 for a family 
of four or more. The Museum is located on the 1st floor of The Catholic Foundation, located at 257 E. Broad Street in 
Columbus, OH.
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