When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, :
and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him.
He began to teach them, saying:

" Blosed ae...”

— Matthew 5:1-2
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FEBRUARY 1, 2026

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, January 31
8:15 a.m. +Lois Roycroft
4:00 p.m. For the Living & Deceased Members
of our Parish
Sunday, February 1
8:30 a.m. +Rosemarie Doersam (Luft Family)
10:30 a.m. S.l. Joshua Adams (Jim & Kris Adams)
12:30 p.m. +Tom Kalinoski (Kalinoski Family)
5:00 p.m. Souls in Purgatory
Monday, February 2
6:30 a.m. +Dolores DiSabato (DiSabato Family)
8:15 a.m. +Fr. Theodore Blair (Joe Fiala)
6:00 p.m. +Mireya Rayo (Maria Trejos)
Tuesday, February 3
6:30 a.m. Holy Souls in Purgatory
(Central Ohio Purgatorial Society)
8:15 a.m. +Stella Connolly
Wednesday, February 4
6:30 a.m. +Patricia Connolly
8:15 a.m. +Marshall & Jacquelyn Fields
6:00 p.m. Souls of Orphans & Unborn Children
(Uyen Le Zupan)
Thursday, February 5
6:30 a.m. +Mary Romo
8:15a.m. +Joseph & Rosemarie Doersam (Luft Family)
Friday, February 6
6:30 a.m. +Elizabeth Aman (Aman Family)
8:15 a.m. +Michael Hammontree
Saturday, February 7
8:15 a.m. +Marian Ravine
4:00 p.m. +Thomas A. Willke (Kathy McKinniss)
Sunday, February 8
8:30 a.m. For the Living & Deceased Members
of our Parish
10:30 a.m. +Josephine & Carolyn Schmitt
(Rechnitzer Family)
12:30 p.m. +Leo Zupan IV (Zupan Family)
5:00 p.m. +Weston Sherrer (Mr. & Mrs. J. Ryan)

MARRIAGE BANNS

Congratulations to these couples
celebrating the Sacrament of Matrimony D <
at St. Michael Church ]
Nicholas Gess and Abigail Ross

on February 7th, 2026 < ’
and T
Carson Peck and Anna Wenzinger -—

on February 13th, 2026

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP JANUARY 25, 2026

Envelopes .......ccoiiiiiiiiiii $ 5,856.00
ONliNe GiVING «eeveeeiiiieiiee e $ 8,121.86
Total: wecevvviniiiiiiiiiiiinee e $ 13,977.86

PARISH CALENDAR: FEBRUARY

SUNDAY, February 1 Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
Friendship Sunday

after Morning Masses (MH)
9:00 a.m. OCIA (UMR)
6:00 p.m. High School

Youth Ministry (G)

Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
5:00 p.m. Confraternity of
Christian Mothers (LMR)
5:30 p.m. Girl Scouts (UMR)
6:00 p.m. Presentation of
the Lord Mass
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (U)
7:00 p.m. Bible Timeline
Study (MH)

Eucharistic Exposition (AC)

Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
6:00 p.m. Mass followed by

Holy Hour & Confessions
7:30 p.m. OCIA (UMR)

Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
6:00 p.m. Cub Scout Den Mtg (U)
6:30 p.m. Knights of the
Altar (UMR)
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice (C)

Eucharistic Exposition (AC)
9:30 a.m. Mom'’s Day Out (UMR)
6:30 p.m. Knights of

Columbus (MH)

6:45 a.m. Men's F&F (UMR)

7:00 a.m. WFF Pietra (LMR)

8:00 a.m. Boy Scouts Leadership
Training (UMR-LMR-U)

8:50 a.m. PSR (A)

1:00 p.m. Wedding (C)

2:30 p.m. Confessions (C)

4:00 p.m. KOC Hoagie Dist. (MH)

6:30 p.m. Trivia Night (G)

9:00 a.m. OCIA (UMR)
9:00 a.m. PSR (A)
9:00 a.m. KOC Hoagie Dist. (MH)
11:30 a.m. St. Gerard Blessing (C)
2:00 p.m. Baptism Class (UMR)
3:00 p.m. Middle School

Youth Ministry (G)
6:00 p.m. High School

Youth Ministry (G)

To view Parish Masses & Ministry Activities in advance, please view our Parish
Calendar online by visiting www.saintmichael-cd.org/about-us/calendar/.
(U) = Undercroft/Cafeteria, (S) = School, (C) = Church, (G) = Gym, (MH) =
Marian Hall, (SL) = School Library, (UMR) = Meeting room on the first floor
of the Parish Ministry Center, (LMR) = Meeting room in the basement of the
Parish Ministry Center, (AC) = Adoration Chapel, (A) = Atrium

Monday, February 2

Tuesday, February 3

Wednesday, February 4

Thursday, February 5

Friday, February 6

Saturday, February 7

SUNDAY, February 8




FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

This Monday is February 2nd, and as such, it is the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. It is the day
we recall and commemorate the moment when Our Lady and St. Joseph took the Infant Jesus to
the Temple to “present” Him. The Presentation of the Lord in the Temple was effectively the return
of the Divine Presence to the place of worship and sacrifice. Given the symbolism of this event, the
Church has used the imagery of light breaking the darkness like a candle being lit and providing light
to those before it.

The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord has traditionally involved the Blessing of Candles, because
of the imagery of the Light returning to the Temple and thus, became known as Candlemas.

Here at St. Michael, we will have an additional Mass in celebration of Candlemas at 6:00 p.m. Before
the 6:00 p.m. Mass, there will be a Solemn Blessing of Candles; the faithful are invited to bring
candles from home for the Blessing. Please bring them in such a way that you can easily identify
them as your own after Mass. Following this Mass, there will be a Blessing of all Images of the Infant
Jesus; you are invited to bring yours from your home Nativity set for the Blessing.

In addition to the Blessing of Candles before the Mass and Images of the Divine Infant after the Mass,
there will also be the Solemn Reception of those women who desire entrance into the Confraternity
of Christian Mothers.

Once this Feast Day is concluded, the remaining elements of our Christmas decorations will be taken
down and removed from the church.

In Jesus our Lord,
Fr. Stash Dailey

Presentation of Jesus at the Temple (Fra Angelico; c.1440-1442)




AROUND THE PARISH

LENTEN STATION CHURCHES

During the Holy Season of Lent, the Diocese of Columbus
hosts a special practice called “Station Churches” during a
campaign of 40 Days of Prayer throughout the season of Lent.
This practice originated in the second century and was lived by
Christians in Rome, Milan, and Jerusalem. Only in Rome has
this practice continued down through the centuries. There is a
special church designated for each day and, as such, became
the”Statio” for the Christians to pray the Sacred Liturgy with
the Bishop of the City. The term Statio recalls a soldier’s station
while on duty, thus calling the Christians to be aware of their
military-like campaign to remain faithful to the Lord during
the journey of life. They would gather at one church and after
praying would then process to the Statio or “Station Church”
of the Day and pray the Holy Mass with the bishop.

As most of us cannot make a pilgrimage to Rome and remain
there for the entirety of Lent, we are blessed to live the practice
here locally in our diocese. During the season of Lent — the 40
Days of Prayer — there will be certain churches designated for
public prayer each day.

We will post here in the bulletin a list of the Station Churches
in Rome and once the Station Churches in the Diocese have
been determined, those will be listed as well.

We will host two presentations here at St. Michael exploring
each of the Roman Stations Churches. These presentations will
be given by Mr. William Heyer, a famed classical architect who
resides here in Central Ohio. Mr. Heyer offered a presentation
on the architecture of St. Michael church last fall.

Please see below for a more in-depth article on the history and
practice of the Station Churches.

THE TRADITION OF THE ROMAN STATIONS CHURCHES CHURCH LITURGY

History

Our modern observance of the stational liturgy traces its roots
back to the practice of the Bishop of Rome celebrating the
liturgies of the Church year at various churches throughout the
city, a tradition dating back as far as the late second or early
third century. One reason for this was practical: With the Church
in Rome being composed of diverse groups from many cultures,
regular visits by the bishop served to unify the various groups into
a more cohesive whole. Another reason, particularly following
the legalization of Christianity in A.D. 313 which permitted
public worship, was to commemorate certain feast days at
churches with a special link to that celebration. Therefore, Good
Friday came to be celebrated at the Basilica of the Holy Cross in
Jerusalem and Christmas at St. Mary Major, where a relic of the
manger was venerated. In time, the original churches in the city,
known as tituli (sing. titulus) because they often bore the name
of the donor, took on an additional significance as the places
that held the relics of the martyrs and the memory of the early
history of the Church in this city.,

As time passed, the schedule of these visits, which had earlier
followed an informal order, took on a more formalized structure.
By the last half of the fifth century, a fairly fixed calendar was
developed, having the order of the places at which the pope
would say Mass with the church community on certain days
throughout the year. In the weeks before the beginning of Lent,
the three large basilicas outside the walls were visited, forming a
ring of prayer around the city before the season of Lent began.
During Lent, the various stations were originally organized so
that the Masses were held in different areas of the city each
day. During the Octave of Easter, the stations form a litany of
the saints, beginning with St. Mary Major on Easter Sunday and
continuing with St. Peter, St. Paul, St. Lawrence, The Apostles,
and the martyrs.,

The liturgy of these Masses had several elements, many of which
developed over time. According to the structure of the late first
millennium, the people would gather in mid-afternoon with the
pope at one church, known as the collectum. There, after some
prayers, the group would move in procession to the statio, at
which Mass would be said. The use of the term statio for this
ending point has a connection with the practice of fasting on
these days.

The Christians of this time made a comparison of their fasting
and prayer during Lent with the guard duty of soldiers, seeing
their actions as something to be approached with a similar
seriousness of purpose. The term statio came to be applied to
the Eucharistic celebrations that took place on fast days. Later,
the term came to be used for all churches at which the major
liturgical celebration in the city was to be held on a certain day.,
The order of the stations, originally organized in the fifth century,
would undergo several changes over the following three
centuries. The current order was essentially fixed by the time of
The Council of Trent. Over the last several centuries, two of the
original stations have been lost, although most older liturgical
books still list their name as the station for their original day.
The Church of St. Augustine has taken the place of St. Tryphon,
an older church which once stood on a nearby site. The second
lost church is that of St. Cyriacus, which originally stood near
the Baths of Diocletian. Having fallen into ruin, its stational day
was transferred to Santa Maria in Via Lata, possibly because a
monastery, also dedicated to St. Cyriacus, once stood behind
this church. The other churches have not passed the centuries
without their difficulties either: many have been destroyed
and rebuilt; some fell into ruins, being saved only when on the
verge of final collapse; all have been modified in various ways
throughout the ages. Yet what remains through all the changes
is the memory of those past Christians who worshiped at these
places. While other cities, such as Jerusalem, Constantinople,
and Milan once had similar stational liturgies, Rome is the only
city in which these continue in some regular form. Therefore,
just like the writings of the Fathers of the Church and the art of
the early Christian era, the stational cycle comes down to us as
a monument of the Early Church, a living connection to those
days when the witness of the martyrs was still fresh and the echo
of The Apostles’ voices could still be heard in the city’s streets.

1 pp. 147-153
2 pp. 153-158
3 pp. 143-144; 161-162

The information in this section comes largely from The Urban Character of Christian Worship, by Rev. John

Baldovin, S.J. Footnotes refer to the pages in his text where further information can be found.



SAVE THE DATE

St. Carlo Acutis Pericardium Relic

is coming to the Diocese of Columbus

FEBRUARY 13-18, 2026

The relic will be at the following parishes:

Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption, Lancaster
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Star of the New Evangelization, Columbus
St. Brendan, Hilliard
St. Joseph Cathedral, Columbus
St. Michael, Worthington
St. Paul the Apostle, Westerville
St. Thomas More Newman Center/
Buckeye Catholic, The Ohio State University

More detailed information will be coming soon




THEOLOGY OF A CANDLE

O D Beeswax candles are used for mass for a very
D O important reason—they symbolize Christ.

represents Christ as the

Light of the World.

A &
\\} g’»{} THE WICK
>\ symbolizes Christ’s

divinity which is hidden
- | by His humanity
(symbolized by the wax).

THE WAX

of the candle
symbolizes Christ’s
humanity which
hides His divinity
(symbolized by

the wick).
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As the candle burns,
it gets smaller and
smaller, in a sense,

it sacrifices itself,
symbolizing how
Christ sacrificed

Himself on the cross

of our salvation.

The wax itself is made
by female worker

bees who never mate
(virgins) and further
symbolizes Christ’s
perfect purity.

Spectal thanks to Rev Gerald C. Saguto FSSP.

800.289.7668

THE FLAME ..

|

RootCandlesChurch.com



Lectio Divina

SCRIPTURE READING + MEDITATION + PRAYER + CONTEMPLATION

“What page, what passage of the inspired books of the Old and New Testaments
is not the truest of guides for human life?” ~Saint Benedict, from the Rule of Saint Benedict (73:3)

The month of February is dedicated to the Holy Family + Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Saint Blaise, faithful Bishop and Martyr, you showed compassion to the sick and
courage in the face of persecution. Intercede for us, that we may grow in faith, serve
others with love, and remain steadfast in our trust in God. Protect us from all illness,
especially ailments of the throat, and help us use our voices to glorify the Lord. Amen.
+INTERCESSORY PRAYER TO SAINT BLAISE

Monday, February 2 ~ Third Week in Ordinary Time
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord

Holy Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of
Moses, Mary and Joseph took Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the
law of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the
sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the law of the
Lord.

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout,
awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. He came in the Spirit
into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in
regard to him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying:

“Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, / for my eyes have seen
your salvation, which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples: / a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and glory for your people Israel.”

The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them and
said to Mary his mother, “"Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a
sign that will be contradicted -and you yourself a sword will pierce- so that the thoughts of many hearts
may be revealed.” There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was advanced in years, having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage, and then as a
widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and
prayer.

And coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were
awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.

When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own
town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon
him.

Meditation: Do you know the favor of the Lord? After Jesus' birth, Mary fulfills the Jewish right of
purification after childbirth. Since she could not afford the customary offering of a lamb; she gives instead
two pigeons as an offering of the poor. This rite, along with circumcision and the redemption of the first-
born point to the fact that children are gifts from God. Jesus was born in an ordinary home where there
were no luxuries. Like all good parents, Mary and Joseph raised their son in the fear and wisdom of God.
He, in turn, was obedient to them and grew in wisdom and grace. The Lord's favor is with those who listen
to his word with trust and obedience. Do you know the joy of submission to God? And do you seek to pass
on the faith and to help the young grow in wisdom and maturity?

Prayer: Almighty ever-living God, we humbly implore your majesty that, just as your Only Begotten Son
was presented on this day in the Temple in the substance of our flesh, so, by your grace, we may be



presented to you with minds made pure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: Simeon blessed Mary and Joseph and he prophesied to Mary about the destiny of this
child and the suffering she would undergo for his sake. There is a certain paradox for those blessed by the
Lord. Mary was given the blessedness of being the mother of the Son of God. That blessedness also
would become a sword which pierced her heart as her Son died upon the cross. She received both a crown
of joy and a cross of sorrow. But her joy was not diminished by her sorrow because it was fueled by her
faith, hope, and trust in God and his promises. Jesus promised his disciples that "no one will take your joy
from you" (John 16:22). The Lord gives us a supernatural joy which enables us to bear any sorrow or pain
and which neither life nor death can take way. Do you know the joy of a life fully surrendered to God with
faith and trust?

Tuesday, February 3 ~ Fourth Week in Ordinary Time
Saint Blaise, Bishop and Martyr

Holy Gospel: Mark 16:15-20 Jesus appeared to the Eleven and said to them: “Go into the whole world
and proclaim the Gospel to every creature. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does
not believe will be condemned. These signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will drive
out demons, they will speak new languages. They will pick up serpents with their hands, and if they drink
any deadly thing, it will not harm them. They will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, was taken up into heaven and took his seat at the right
hand of God. But they went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and
confirmed the word through accompanying signs.

Meditation: Ask yourself: “Lord, what are you saying to me in these scripture passages?” Need some
inspiration? Think about this. Saint Mark the Evangelist is honored today. Each of the four gospel
accounts gives us a portrait of Jesus, His mission and teaching. Each is different in style, length, and
emphasis. But they all have a common thread and purpose -- the proclamation of the good news of Jesus
Christ. When the Lord Jesus departed physically from the Apostles, they were not left in sorrow or grief.
Instead, they were filled with joy and with great anticipation for the coming of the Holy Spirit. Jesus' last
words to His Apostles point to His saving mission and to their mission to be witnesses of His saving death
and His glorious resurrection and to proclaim the good news of salvation to all the world. God's love and
gift of salvation is not just for a few, or for a single nation -- it is for the whole world, and for all who will
accept it. The Gospel guides us, inspires us, enlightens us, challenges our way of thinking and our ways
of life and invites us to share in the life of Christ. Do you believe in the power of the Gospel teachings -
the power to inspire us to conform our lives to Christ?

Prayer: Hear, O Lord, the supplications your people make under the patronage of the Martyr Saint Blaise,
and grant that they may rejoice in peace in this present life and find help for life eternal. Through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Contemplation: This is the great commission which the risen Christ gives to the whole church. All
believers have been given a share in this task -- to be heralds of the good news and be living witnesses to
the teachings of Jesus Christ in every place and at every time - not just when may think it is
“convenient.” We have not been left alone in this task, for the risen Lord works in and through us by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Today we witness a new Pentecost as the Lord pours out his Holy Spirit upon his
people to renew and strengthen the body of Christ and to equip it for effective ministry and mission world-
wide. So let’s think about this. Do I give adequate reflection on God’s Word and how these timeless
teachings have an application in my daily life? Am I a living witness to others the joy of the Gospel and
the hope of the resurrection? If not, why not? What must I do to conform my life to Christ, and join in the
mission of Christ and His Apostles?

Wednesday, February 4 ~ Fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Holy Gospel: Mark 6:1-6 Jesus departed from there and came to his native place, accompanied by his
disciples. When the sabbath came he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were
astonished. They said, "Where did this man get all this? What kind of wisdom has been given him? What
mighty deeds are wrought by his hands! Is he not the carpenter, the son of Mary, and the brother of
James and Joseph and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at
him. Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his native place and among his own kin
and in his own house.” So he was not able to perform any mighty deed there, apart from curing a few sick
people by laying his hands on them. He was amazed at their lack of faith.



Meditation: Jesus startled his familiar audience with a seeming rebuke that no prophet or servant of God
can receive honor among his own people. The people of Nazareth took offense at Jesus and refused to
listen to what he had to say. They despised his preaching because he was a mere workman, a carpenter,
and a layman who had no formal training by a scholar or teacher. They also despised him because of his
undistinguished family background. How familiarity can breed contempt. Jesus could do no mighty works
in their midst because they were closed-minded and unbelieving towards him.

Prayer: Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honor you with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of
heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: The word "gospel" literally means "good news". Isaiah had prophesied that the Messiah
would come in the power of the Holy Spirit to bring freedom to the afflicted who suffered from physical,
mental, or spiritual oppression (see Isaiah 61:1-2). Jesus came to set people free — not only from their
physical, mental, and spiritual infirmities - but also from the worst affliction of all - the tyranny of slavery
to sin, Satan, and the fear of losing one's life. God's power alone can save us from hopelessness,
dejection, and emptiness of life. The gospel of salvation is "good news" for everyone who will receive it.
Do you know the joy and freedom of the gospel?

Thursday, February 5 ~ Fourth Week in Ordinary Time
Saint Agatha, Virgin and Martyr

Holy Gospel: Mark 6:7-13 Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send them out two by two and
gave them authority over unclean spirits. He instructed them to take nothing for the journey but a walking
stick —no food, no sack, no money in their belts. They were, however, to wear sandals but not a second
tunic. He said to them, "Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave from there. Whatever
place does not welcome you or listen to you, leave there and shake the dust off your feet in testimony
against them." So they went off and preached repentance. The Twelve drove out many demons, and they
anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

Meditation: Jesus gave his apostles both the power and the authority to speak and to act in his name. He
commanded them to do the works which he did - to heal, to cast out evil spirits, and to speak the word of
God - the Good News of the gospel which they received from Jesus. When Jesus spoke of power and
authority he did something unheard of. He wedded power and authority with love and humility. The
“world” and the “flesh” seek power for selfish gain. Jesus teaches us to use it for the good of our neighbor.

Prayer: May the Virgin Martyr Saint Agatha implore your compassion for us, O Lord, we pray, for she
found favor with you by the courage of her martyrdom and the merit of her chastity. Through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Contemplation: This traveling light provision which Jesus shared with his Apostles has solid purpose.
This "poverty of spirit" frees us from greed and preoccupation with possessions and makes ample room for
God's provision. The Lord wants his disciples to be dependent on him and not on themselves. He wills to
work through and in each of us for his glory. The Lord entrusts each of us with his gifts and talents. Are
you eager to place yourself at his service, to do whatever he asks you, and to live in witness his truth -
the only truth - and saving power to whomever and whatever situation he sends you?

Friday, February 6 ~ Fourth Week in Ordinary time
Saint Paul Miki, Martyr, and Companions, Martyrs

Holy Gospel: Mark 6:14-29 King Herod heard about Jesus, for his fame had become widespread, and
people were saying, “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead; that is why mighty powers are at
work in him.” Others were saying, “He is Elijah”; still others, "He is a prophet like any of the prophets.”
But when Herod learned of it, he said, “It is John whom I beheaded. He has been raised up.”

Herod was the one who had John arrested and bound in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of his
brother Philip, whom he had married. John had said to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your
brother’s wife.” Herodias harbored a grudge against him and wanted to kill him but was unable to do so.
Herod feared John, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man, and kept him in custody. When he heard
him speak he was very much perplexed, yet he liked to listen to him. Herodias had an opportunity one day
when Herod, on his birthday, gave a banquet for his courtiers, his military officers, and the leading men of
Galilee. His own daughter came in and performed a dance that delighted Herod and his guests. The king
said to the girl, “"Ask of me whatever you wish and I will grant it to you.” He even swore many things to
her, “I will grant you whatever you ask of me, even to half of my kingdom.” She went out and said to her



mother, “What shall I ask for?” Her mother replied, “The head of John the Baptist.” The girl hurried back
to the king’s presence and made her request, “I want you to give me at once on a platter the head of John
the Baptist.” The king was deeply distressed, but because of his oaths and the guests he did not wish to
break his word to her. So he promptly dispatched an executioner with orders to bring back his head. He
went off and beheaded him in the prison. He brought in the head on a platter and gave it to the girl.
The girl in turn gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body and
laid it in a tomb.

Meditation: What better way to shut someone up permanently than to have them beheaded? Why have
John the Baptist silenced? For telling the truth! His was blunt, honest truth which Herodias did not want to
hear about the sinful relationship she was living. Herodias, the daughter of Aristobulus and Bernice, was
first married to her uncle, her father's half-brother, Philip (Mark 6:17). While living in Rome, they had a
daughter named Salome. Herodias later left Philip and married Herod Antipas, Philip's brother, thereby
making her the wife of two of her uncles. Herod Antipas was the tetrarch of Galilee during the life of Jesus.
John the Baptist, a fearless and righteous servant of God, did not shy away from proclaiming the truth - in
this case publicly condemning the incestuous and adulterous behavior of the ruler of the land. For this
John was arrested, and at the instigation of Herodias was beheaded. The infamous “head of John the
Baptist on a platter” was her idea out of revenge - revenge for John the Baptist telling the truth, instead
of being politically correct and not saying anything about this sinful relationship.

Prayer: O God, strength of all the Saints, who through the Cross were pleased to call the Martyrs Saint
Paul Miki and companions to life, grant, we pray, that by their intercession we may hold with courage
even until death to the faith that we profess. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: How many times have we embraced the “politically correct” route in this world versus
embracing the truths contained in sacred scripture? How many times have we let personal opinion (“here
is what I think” or “here is how I see it”) or personal feelings (“this is how I feel”) trump any law of God,
any teaching of Jesus Christ, or any teaching of the Catholic Church? In other words, am I just as guilty
of turning away from the truth by turning a blind eye or a deaf ear to a situation in my own life or in the
life of family members or friends - only so that I can be politically correct? Have I followed the route of
Herodias and tried to have the truth silenced, just as she had John the Baptist silenced by having him
beheaded? Or if not silenced, have I simply ignored the truth, or taken a sarcastic approach to the truth,
or the convenient approach to the truth by thinking that I'm sophisticated and modern, and thus in my
mind thinking that the truth has become “old fashioned” and out-of-step with modern times? The laws of
God and the teachings of Christ do not have a shelf life. Always remember what Jesus tells us in John
14:6: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me...” and in
John 14:15: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” Folks, we need to embrace the truth with
much more zeal and confidence. We cannot think that others apart from Christ have a solution to life’s
challenges or think that their way of living is acceptable when it is contrary to Christ. The truth is worth
living, promoting and defending. We have one life, and we must turn away from the compromise of
Christ’s truths and instead embrace his teachings and let him be our shepherd and guide - not what’s
deemed popular or “okay to do” according to today’s culture. Each compromise is a twisting of the truth so
that it is no longer truth. So let’s ask ourselves... Do I embrace, promote and defend the timeless truths of
Jesus Christ? As a disciple of Christ, do I let Jesus Christ reign fully in my life? Do I let myself be
challenged by the truths of Christ and, in doing so, change my present way of living to conform by mind
and heart to that of Christ?

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical

edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with

permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in
writing from the copyright owner. Prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011;
information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of the Catholic Culture web site.
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&> Hoagies For Heaven
o¥ ON SALE NOW

Fresh Ciabatta Bread * Cappicola  Salami * Pepperoni * Provelone
Homemade Roasted Red Pepper Pesto

MEN'S FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP:

Meetings Saturdays at 6:45 a.m. in the Upper Meeting
Room. We will begin with the Rosary, followed by a TMIY
presentation.

Taking orders until 2/1
Trivia Night Tableside Delivery
Pickup 2/7-2/8

Since 2017, Hoagies
For Heaven has
raised over $26,000
for consecrated
religious vocations.

___;i'-=

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
COUNCIL 11445

We invite you to join us for a
new study at St. Michael:

THE MYSTERY OF GOD

Atheism is on the rise. How can we turn
the tide of secularism and draw people
back to God? Skeptical thinkers like
Richard Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens,
and Sam Harris vigorously attack belief
in God as irrational or, even worse,
dangerous. The so-called New Atheism
has attracted millions of young people
thanks to bestselling books such as The
God Delusion and God Is Not Great.
Who is God? Why does he matter? In
Mystery of God, you'll not only discover
the answers yourself, but also how to
share them with others, especially
those who no longer believe.

Facilitated by Deacon Demidovich
Meetings will take place in the
Upper Meeting Room on the
following dates:

March 5,10, 12,17, 19, 26 and April 1
9:00 a.m. t0 10:30 a.m.

Scan the QR code to RSVP Today!

Seasons of Hope
Bereavement Support Group

SEASONS OF HOPE

Are you mourning the loss of a loved one? Are you
looking for support as you journey through grief? Join
us for the winter/spring session of Seasons of Hope.
This five-week session will begin on Sunday, February
15, and will run for five consecutive Sundays, through
March 15. These sessions will be held from 2:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m., at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church,
located at 414 E. North Broadway 43214. Each session
is centered on Jesus Christ, and explores mourning
through Scripture, prayer, faith sharing, and reflection
activities. For more information, and to register for the
session, please contact Debbie Kennedy at 614-937-
0516, or email Debbie at kennedydeborah@yahoo.com.
THE DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY
8, 2026.




EXPERIENCE PIETRA

Join our Pietra classes! Saturdays from 7:00-8:00 a.m. at St. Michael Church. Contact Maria Elliott at
maria@viribuswellness.com for more information or scan the QR code to sign up today.

- St. Michael School
4 PreKindergarten

2026 - 2027 ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL
Applications are Open!

SAINT
WMicueL

OPEN FOR 2026-2027
St. Michael You ia

PreKindergarten
offers a balanced
opproach of play and
ocademics in Catholic
School setting.

APPLY NOW!

www.stmichaelworthington org/prekindergarten
Phone: 614-885-3149 Email; prekdirector@stmichoelworthington.org MICHAEL

Que ? 614-885-3149

sfreytog@stmichosiworthington org

The 1 Annual

_ CATHOLIC
COLUMBUS CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE

AT I | CALLED
Be raDIaNT 8:00 am to 5:00 pm TO BE I

Y | Ohio Expo Center - Kasich Hall
Psalm 246
FEATUreD SPEaKers: A]N

TAKE COURAGE

Saturday : February 28, 2026

Mes HUNTET KILWer — Fr. JOHN LOCOCO Kasich Hall i Ohio Expo Center, Columbus

=y
ST, Mary erace [ACHEL MUHA MEss CELeRraNT,
BISHOP FEINENDES

Matt Birk Father Robert Spitzer

Adoration T Reconciliation T Holy Mass
Breakfast & Lunch T Faith Organizations

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY!

www.CatholicMensMinistry.com

c 3 GMCEE: JBN TICE  MUSIC: METEDITH JOY KEeLLer
@®%=riey
Wessie

www.columbuscatholicwomen.com
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9BRIDGETTINE QS’ISTERS .

THE CATHOLIC TIMES MOVES
TO ALL-DIGITAL REPORTING

a decade, there has been ongoing
rding the sustainability of The Catholic

Times newspaper. The cost of producing The Catholic
Times has risen significantly, while having a limited

ntiquated waiting for news to arrive at

your doorstep, as information is available at our fingertips 24/7. The
time is right to refocus diocesan monies, resources, and staff to a more

reaching platform.

In mid-February, The Catholic Times will be moving to a solely digital

publication, the contributors, and the

hard work of our staff. Now, we can amplify the good news of the 23

Y
’ i
CJYOMEN'S QRETREAT *_ For more than
Saturday, February 7th | 9:00 AM -12:00PM  * discussion rega
Fr. Victor, Fathers of Mercy "
The Light of Christ in our Lives: .
Encountering Our Lord in the Luminous reach. The digital sphere has a
Mysteries of the Rosary
Scan to RSVP dynamic, cost-effective, and far-
[=] 5 =]
[ platform. We are proud of the
gam Mass at Holy Family Church
Light Breakfast at Bridgetine Convent . .
counties of our diocese to an even greater degree.
You can also RSVP to

[=]*

BridgettineSisters] @gmail.com

Catholic Times.

Scan the QR code to read more about this exciting change in The

NAIOhio Equities

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS

MATT GREGORY, SIOR, CCIM | MANAGING DIRECTOR
614-937-6501 | mgregory@ohioequities.com

605 S. Front St., Suite 200, Columbus, OH ohioequities.com

GENERAL
DENTISTRY

7ty [ |

DR. AUDREY LOWER, D.M.D.
(614) 888-2563

Y CONNELLS
MAPLE LEE

740-548-4082
800-790-8980

6641 N. High Street, Suite 101, Worthington

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

@

HORVATH EEE 614-739-0660
VisioN CARE 180 Northwoods Blvd.
NORTHWOODS Columbus, OH 43235

Optometrists serving Columbus for 28 years

BOSCH
Service

‘f_’u Import Car Repair Specialists

accelemtzon 45

* Audi
- BMW
« Volvo

« Acura
* Honda
* Lexus
* Mercedes * Nissan

5193 N. High St. - Porsche - Sub:
61 4- 436 8085  uust north of Gracgeland Mall - Vg\rlfscwggen . T:y;t;u

SCHOEDINGER
\’\ ORTHINGTON

How Can Better Hearing Improve Your
Life? Find out for FREE!

N Luebbe Call

Hearing 614-356-8069

Mary Lou Luebbe

5074 N. High St. www.HearOhio.com Doctor of Audiology/Patron of Parishes

FAITH
COMMUNITY

L RY EXCELLENCE
BISHOP WATTERSON
HIGH SCHOOL

BISHOPWAT TERSON.COM

The
Besgenauer L. WOODS
Corporation P AOAY 1 WY

Camplete Professional
Leal Estate Secvices

« Residential Sales

« Commercial Sales & Leasing

The Trusted Name in

Plumbing Repairs and
Remodeling

« Property Management
Licensed Real Estate Broker since 1984

614-764-2211 EICEI YA
il?focm:cf;elr::::f;rg OH Lic. #25971

B THE l

614-653-0639 * 1-877-DRY-TIME

Hutta

Orthodontic Specialists

www.mybasementdoctor.com

6641 N Hig
Worthin

Dr. J. Lawrence Hutta & Dr. Pegah Kamrani

614.
huttasmiles.com

h St #104 EIE;JI“"?! Honest, Quality, Auto Repair
gton, OH / 61 4'885-2880
885.2000

LUKE'S AUTO

www.lukesautoservice.com

,.’} MARKET
& RISTORANTE

CULINARY MERCHAMNTS SINCE 1937

Four Generations
1440 Gemini PI Columbus 43240

Italian Food Headquarters
Obio’s Largest Italian Wine Selection

Gl B14 4469616

ASESORAMIENTO Personaizodo+ Realtons LATINOS
m i cort

IDOTOLhy T iaie

HEATING AND COOLING RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
+ Gas - Oil *Electric *Heat Pumps -Humidifiers
1296 Dublin Road
www.favret.com -488-5211

HIRED HANDS

CLETOM HOME HEMOEELING

Mark Leedy
614-406-4717

+ Kitchens +
+ Bathrooms *
+ Basements *

TO ADVERTISE
HERE, CALL

*+ Flooring * DEE PRINTING

FREE ESTIMATES! AT 614-777-8700

CG’S AUTO PAINT AND BODY
Foreign & Domestic Cars * Free Estimates
5431 Byers Circle

(Between Sinclair Road & Indianola Avenue)
Chris Gallagher, Parishioner 614-436-8148




orthopedi : UL James J. Pardi, Il

— g . ,

r I CdiC (o T ¢ W 0/ ouner Attorney at Law Parishioner
ON I b T § Funera\ Homes ) Crematories 488 Yoeman Ave, . L "

43201 Practice Limited to Domestic
T e
' There is a

Relations & Family Law
Difference”

614-489-8121 614-221-2580
Rutherford-Corbin Funeral Home

400 W. Wilson Bridge Rd, Suite 260
515 N. High St. * 614-885-4006

MICHAEL RERKO,M.D.
HAND & UPPER EXTREMITY
PARISHIONER

614-827-8700

OUR SPECIALTIES INCLUDE: GENERAL ORTHOPEDICS -
FOOT & ANKLE-HAND & WRIST-JOINT PRESERVATION - NECK & SPINE e Rutherford Funeral Home
SURGERY - PHYSICAL MEDICINE & REHABILITATION - SHOULDER & 2383 N. High St. « 614-299-1153
UPPER EXTREMITY - SPORTS MEDICINE - HIP & KNEE REPLACEMENT -
TRAUMA & FRACTURE CARE

http://www.columbussealcoating.com james@pardilaw.com

People with a lifelong love of music.

Learn to play with us!
Our Private music
lessons are F-U-N!
Piano Brass
Drums  Strings

Singing Woodwinds

Funeral Pre-Planning Available . 5
Three Convenient Locations

w’w.orthopcd 1IcOMNE.cOm RutherfordFuneralHome.com ° info@RutherfordFuneralHome.com www.chambersmusicstudio.com
Edward Jones Member SIPC O :
<@ _ TOP DOG EVENT RENTAL
Partnering throughout th t h financial goals. e Qe R T
artnering rol‘Jg out the years to reach your financial goals. \\;Ol th]l]gtOI’l };‘ BOUNCE HOUSE TS TABLES , AND
Derek M Voytovich, CFP® CRPC® OFHTHALMOLOGY
Pnanci) ’:‘:V:‘?'/ Parihioner Trent D. Albright, M.D. TOPOOG EVENT RENTALS
Werthinaton, OF 43085 2533 89 E. Wilson Bridge Rd. 614-885-8833
T sy 614-848-7839 edwardjones.com Worthington, Ohio www.worthingtoneye.com

Dr. Anthony Lordo DDS

Keep Smiling! Laurie Luft \ O’REILLY

St. Michael Parishioner \ LAW OFFICES

"ALWAYS LOOKING OUT FOR YOU"™
61 4' 893'4200 7846 OLENTANGY RIVER RoAD

Parishioner www.LaurieLuft.com CoLumsus, OH 43235
e o o s co
; 122 o o
New Patients! m R EIM AX — OUR PRACTICE AREAS —
614-885-4754 '  ESTATE PLANNING  REAL ESTATE LAW * BUSINESS LAW
e 4 y / - - ¥ REVEALTY | msHNATIONALITYACT . US/EIRE Export-Import La_- PROBATE LAW
\ ‘l"l‘ i & www.drlordo.com CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION FOR PARISHIONERS!

Faith « Family ¢ Tradition THE ARLINGTON (J ROUP

£ E( A D Owned and Operated by the same family since 1859

INVESTMENT CONSULTING. LLC NORTHWEST
SLFRENCIS[IDeSAES WSS s — RYAN 4661 Kenny Rd. » 4515900
HIGH SCHOO.L ; : - ' hi'ﬂ N A Growing Tradition CENTRAL
www.sfdstallions.org day a 569.038 www.eganryan.com 403 E. Broad St. ¢ 221-6665

J.E. GONYA & ASSOCIATES

Real estate Appraisals and Consulting

_t FINANCIAL COACHING

Tom Messina, Parishioner
Free Consultation

HopeForYourMoney.com

EGEEE 614.681.0047

Y 0 Individual and
Family Counseling
' www.viribuswellness.com A_

***SI9SIMAAPY INQ dziuoiled aseald

James E. Gonya
o | 614-890-3409 93 Bishop Drive, Suite A
== (C) 614-530-8302 Westerville, Ohio 43081

_ KERNAN INSURANCE Hi/:] goh Fann Auto
epair
A Sacred Trust AGENCY, INC. 5 ) aZZO #

Rob Fann
since 1850

R

Erie MARBLE & GRANITE T ?
St. Joseph Cemetery Lockbourne \ { &\ Insurance Joe & Tony Jr. 6l4) 361-4591

Resurrection Cemetery Lewis Center s HOME « AUTO

) Our bulletin is printed at
Holy Cross Cemetery Pataskala y LIFE = BUSINESS P"Mﬂ( gt W GM0{§'./ T & -e 4

Mt. Calvary Cemetery Columbus John Kernan, Agent 614.231.4979 no cost to the parish.

| bl Our advertisers cover all expenses.
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catholiccemeteriesofcolumbus.org 9932 Brewster Ln., Powell, OH 43065 Serving Central Ohio since 1970

t t their busi, 5
jtkernan@kernaninsurance.com MARBLE - GRANITE - QUARTZ JARRAGA Al JnsInesses

CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES

of Columbus

0028-LL-V19 lleD ‘PV uy d2e|d oL

Compliments of BOB-BOYD
LINCOLN

oarnews | ol U
CARMEN PERKINS

PERFORMED! lincolnofcolumbus.com
Parishioners

“24614.267.4111 Sawmill & 270 - 614-863-2800

THE SAFE TECHNICIANS YOUR NEIGHBORS USE Owned and Operated by Local Parishioners

. E Q U E S 2 (® Eagle Specialty Remodeling e RE/ZMAX
e ~gs ik 5 W Affiliates
y Ef;?:ﬁ',:’:;;: f“;;gfzstate = Austin Goare

» Business and Corporate i 4920 Reed Road, Suite A - Sales Associate
1-844-My-EQUES : 614-326-0011 Cell: 614-563-6933

. g austingoare.remax@gmail.com
www.eques.law L= The Carskadon Family i A= 9 g

. MES 7239 Sawmill Rd., Dublin, OH 43016
577 Office Pkwy, Suite B o A K ’ ’
Woesterville, OH 43‘632 b eablekn()WSI emOdellng com [E Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

ichael, Worthington, OH #21031-JM-1/19/26




